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,?Fepublz’can Strategists See Major 1974

By CHRISTOPHER LYDON
" 8pecial to The New York Times
WASHINGTON, Dec. 16—
‘Republican campaign planners
_are beginning to compare 1974
" with.1958, when the G.O.P. suf-
fered losses of 13 Senate seats,
47 House seats and five gov-
,ernorships. '
. Like 1958, 1974 falls in the
"middle of a President’s second
term~—historically a bad year
for the party in the White
House, as it was for the Demo-
crats and President Johnson in
1966. Many forecasts see 1974
as a recession year, as 1958
wass, with rising unemployment.
@ In addition, there is the Wa-
ftergate burden on Republican
? candidates next year. Water-
sgate was never mentioned
¢ wheri President Nixon talked
# campaign strategy with Repub-| :
#lican leaders last week. George
‘,Bush, the chairman of the Re-
s publican National Committee,
still predicts that the White
¢ House scandals will not hurt
gparty candidates next year. But
@almost ‘every .other politician
¥here " disagrees, including the
4 campaign specialists on Mr.
¢Bush’s staff. .
¢ “Sure Watergate’s a factor,
¥said a Republican consultant to
#Congressional candidates. “Any
¢politician in the Republican
sparty who would gainsay it is
sblind or stupid or both.”

p * ‘Most Incredible’
B

‘= Senator Bill Brock of Tennes-

Seg, chairman of the Senate

Republicari” campaign commit-

tee, said last ‘'week that Water-

gate was a “pervasive issue” in
the coming campaign, one that| -
had  “severely wounded” the
Republicans.

Watergate also handicaps Re-
‘publicans’ statehouse prospects,
«iscouraging candidates from
running and diminishing the
‘chances of those who do, ac-
‘cording to another Republican
analyst. He asserted that the|
silence on Watergate in the
White House at last Tuesday’s |
‘planning session was “the most| -

. incredible thing I've ever heard
in my life. Of course it hurts.”

Predictions about 1974 are
mostly guesswork but sig-
nificantly, several independent
Republican and Democratic
guesses point toward Democrat
gains of perhaps 25 House
seats, as many as five or six
Senate seats and = four or
five governorships. Democrats !
would not need gains as dra-| |
matic as those in 1958 to end
up stronger than they did then.
For they have 62 out of 100
votees-in the Senate, 243 of the|
435 votes in the House and 32| '
of the 50 governorships,

In the 34 Senate races next
Yyear, the Republican vulnerabil-
ity begins'in states where in-
cumbents do not stand for re-
election. Even before their
candidates are chosen, Demo-|
crats are’ granted an even|.

ckenee of “succeeding Norris
Cotion of New Hampshire and
Waildce : Bennett: of Utah, Re-
publicans who have announced
their retirement.

TIMES,

Ele

Senator William - Saxbe of
Ohio, who had planned to re-
tire will leave the Senate as
soon as he is confirmed as At-
torney General. A Democrat,
yet to be chosen by Ohio’s Gov.,
John J. Gilligan, will get the

Saxbe seat and will hope to|
keep it in next year's election.|.
If Senator Barry Goldwater|

of Arizona decides not to run
again, Representative Morris
Udall, a Democrat, would be
favored to win the seat. Gov.
Thomas Salmon of Vermont, a
Democrat, is considered a
strong - Senate candidate if
George Aiken retires — and

perhaps even if Senator Aiken
decides to run. Senator Marlow
Cook, Republican of Kentucky,
Jis considered vulnerable—and
"eager to retire—in the face of a
resurgent Democratic party in
his state. ', :

Wants to Run

S;é:"hator Milton Young of
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ction Losses for G. O.‘P.[

ngainst Democratic Senators/less than a third of the House:
Abraham Ribicoff of Con- membership. "

necticut, Birch Bayh of Indiana,| By all accounts, Watergate
and Warren Magnuson  of|is a big part of the Republican|
W.asvhmgton. John  Danforth, |problem. “In its simplest and
Missouri’s attorney general and|most devastating form, it could
reputedly the_ Republicans’|force every candidate in the
strongest candidate against House to take a position for
Senator Thomas Eagleton, is|or against the President,” said
said to hax_/e been discouraged|one widely consulted Repub-/|.
from running by the Water-|lican source, .“I don’t know
gate mood. . what  we’ll  tel] Republican
__Representative Robert Michel candidates next year,” he said.
of Illinois, chairman of the|“If the election were next week
House Republican campaign|I'd tell our guys to run like
committee, volunteered last|hell and get as far away from
week at the White House that|the President as you can.”
maybe a comparable year” to| In 35 governors’ races around
1974 for his party’s House the country next year, Republi-
representation was the cata-|cans say’ they want to “break
clysmic 1958. The loss of 45 even” at their current level of
seats or more—possibility in|18 governorships “or.pick up
some Republican estimafes— a couple, at best.” They also
~ould reduce Republicans to|see the chance of a net loss—

North Dakota may be an ex-

ception to the rule that Repub-
lican retirements make Demo-
cratic opportunities: Republican
officials say that the only way
to save that seat from former
Gov. Williath Guy, a Democrat,
is to persuade Senator Young
to step aside and let Represen-
tative Mark Andrews run in his
place. Senator Young, however,
wants to run himself.

Other Republicans considered
to he in jeopardy are Senators
Robert Dole of Kansas, Peter
Domiinhick of Colorado and Ed-
ward Gurney of Florida.

The hope . of Republican
gains, meanwhile, begins in)

.

states where Democrats are re-
tiring. Former Gov. Paul Laxalt,
a Republican, is rated a formid-
able candidate in Nevada,
where Senator Alan Bible, a
Democrat, will step down.
Representative Wilmer Mizell,
the one-time pitching star with
baseball’s St. Louis Cardinals,
would have his best chance for
the Senate if Senator Sam
Ervin Jr. does not run. - -

Hickel and Gravel

The strongest potential chal-
lenge to a Democratic incum-
bent is considered to be from
Walter J. Hickel, the former
Alaska Governor and Interior
Secretary early' in the Nixon|:
Administration, against Senator|,
‘Mike Gravel, The next-best Re-
publican opportunities are rated|:
long shots at  this point:

and, more im\portant, of losing
their last big-state governor-
ships in California, New York,
Michigan and Massachusetts. At
the start of the Nixon Admin-
istration, Republicans held the
governor’s offices in eight of
the 10 largest states.

Democrats are concerned
about Republican ‘designs on
several states: Maine, where
two-term Gov. Kenneth Curtis
cannot run again; Georgia, . es-
pecially if the former Governor,
Lester Maddox wins the Demo-
cratic nomination; South Dakota
unless Gov. Richard Kneip, a
Democrat, persuades the court
that he is permitted to run for
a third term; Oklahoma, where
Gov. David Hall will have to
run against charges of scandal
in his Democratic administra-

tion; and Alaska, where Mr. |

Hickel could choose to run for ‘
his old Governor's office agait. |

The Democrats are confident
of their chances in New Hamp-
shire, against ultra-conservative‘ :
Gov. Meéldrim Thomson, in Con-
‘necticut, against' Gov. Thomas

-|Meskill; in Tennessee, where

Gov. Winfield Dunn cannot run
for a sécond term; in Colorado,
where John Love left the Gov-
ernor’s office.and became brief-
ly an energy czar in the Nixon’
Administration; John Vander-
hoof, Mr. Love’s successor, may
face a struggle for next year's
Republican nomination.. The
Democrats are also confident
about Arizona, where Gov. Jack
Williams, a conservative Repub-
lican, is not rurning for re-
election. ) :

REMEMBER THE NEEDIEST!
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