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R
ow

land E
vans and R

obert N
ovak 

T
he D

em
ocrats' 

Im
peachm

ent 
Strategy 

 

 

 

R
ep. P

eter R
odino (D

-N
.J.), chairm

an of the H
ouse Judiciary C

om
m

ittee 
B

ehind the historic struggle over im
-

peachm
ent procedures betw

een D
em

o-
crats an

d
 R

ep
u
b
lican

s o
n
 th

e H
o
u
se 

Judiciary C
om

m
ittee loom

s a m
assive 

D
em

o
cratic assau

lt ag
ain

st P
resid

en
t 

N
ix

o
n
 th

at is certain
 to

 d
eep

en
 h

is 
present m

iseries. 
R

e
p
u
b
lic

a
n
s in

 b
o
th

 th
e
 W

h
ite

 
H

o
u
se an

d
 C

o
n
g
ress see th

e slo
w

ly
 

form
ing im

peachm
ent investigation by 

th
e ju

d
iciary

 co
m

m
ittee as n

o
t o

n
ly

 
p
o
sin

g
 th

e stern
est th

reat y
et to

 M
r. 

N
ix

o
n
 b

u
t also

 d
o
o
m

in
g
 m

eag
er R

e-
p
u
b
lican

 electio
n
 p

ro
sp

ects in
 1

9
7
4
. 

"T
h
e
se

 a
re

 n
o
t S

a
m

 E
rv

in
s—

n
o
t 

S
outhern gentlem

en—
the W

hite H
ouse 

is com
ing up against," one R

epublican 
m

em
b
er o

f th
e co

m
m

ittee p
red

icts. 
"T

hese guys are out for blood." 
S

u
b
stan

tiatin
g
 th

is R
ep

u
b
lican

 fear 
is the closing of the gap over im

peach-
m

ent politics betw
een fire-eating jun-

io
r D

em
o
cratic co

n
g
ressm

en
 w

h
o
 

ab
o
u
n
d
 o

n
 th

e ju
d
iciary

 co
m

m
ittee 

a
n
d
 th

e
 p

a
rty

's le
a
d
e
rsh

ip
 in

 th
e
 

H
o
u
se. B

o
th

 lead
ers an

d
 fire-eaters 

n
o
w

 ag
ree o

n
 th

is strateg
y
: D

elay
 a 

v
o
te u

n
til a lo

n
g
 h

ard
 in

v
estig

atio
n
 

g
en

erates n
atio

n
w

id
e im

p
each

m
en

t 
sen

tim
en

t, p
ro

b
ab

ly
 n

ex
t su

m
m

er at 
the earliest. 

T
he reason for delay stem

s from
 cur-

rent facts of life on the judiciary corn- 

m
ittee. E

ven if all 21 D
em

ocrats w
ere 

to
 v

o
te

 fo
r im

p
e
a
c
h
m

e
n
t (m

o
st 

unlikely), it is doubtful that any of the 
17 R

epublicans w
ould join them

. T
he 

W
h
ite H

o
u
se h

as d
o
u
b
ts ab

o
u
t o

n
ly

 
one R

epublican, R
ep. W

illiam
 S

. C
o-

h
en

, a first-term
 lib

eral fro
m

 M
ain

e. 
B

ut not even C
ohen w

ould vote for a 
bill of im

peachm
ent today. 

A
ccordingly, an im

peachm
ent vote 

in
 th

e
 ju

d
ic

ia
ry

 c
o
m

m
itte

e
 to

d
a
y
 

w
ould be a party-line affair, saddling 

the D
em

ocrats w
ith the stigm

a of polit-
ical v

en
d
etta ag

ain
st th

e P
resid

en
t. 

T
heir leaders, S

peaker C
arl A

lbert of 
O

klahom
a and m

ajority leader T
hom

as 
0. O

'N
eill of M

assachusetts, have al-
w

ay
s av

o
id

ed
 su

ch
 a catastro

p
h
e. 

W
h
at's sig

n
ifican

t is th
at m

an
y
 fire-

eaters, form
erly determ

ined on im
m

e-
d
iate actio

n
 ag

ain
st M

r. N
ix

o
n
, n

o
w

 
agree. 

A
 case in point is R

ep. Jerom
e W

al-
d
ie o

f C
alifo

rn
ia, an

 early
 im

p
each

-
m

ent advocate and a leader of the fire-
eaters. W

aldie now
 rules out R

epubli-
can support for im

peachm
ent until the 

public dem
ands it. T

he public w
ill not 

dem
and it until the com

m
ittee's inves-

tigation spreads evidence before it, he 
feels, and that w

ill take m
any m

onths. 
W

h
ile th

e fire-eaters th
u
s su

b
d
u
e 

their zeal, old-line D
em

ocratic leaders 
h
av

e h
ard

en
ed

 th
eir o

w
n
 d

eterm
in

a- 

tio
n
 to

 p
u
rsu

e th
e P

resid
en

t. In
d
eed

, 
this determ

ination took w
ing only af-

ter G
erald F

ord w
as confirm

ed as V
ice 

P
resid

en
t, resto

rin
g
 a leg

itim
ate R

e-
publican succession. 

T
h
e ru

d
est sh

o
ck

 w
as th

e v
o
te o

f 
R

ep. P
eter R

odino, chairm
an of the ju-

diciary com
m

ittee, against F
ord's con-

firm
ation. R

epublicans until then had 
reg

ard
ed

 R
o
d
in

°, a p
ro

d
u
ct o

f N
ew

 
Jersey m

achine politics, as one of the 
boys w

ho w
ould m

ove w
ith cautious re-

straint. H
is vote against F

ord, dictated 
no little by R

odino's increasingly black 
constituency, has convinced the R

epub-
licans they can expect no quarter from

 
him

. 
M

oreover, A
lbert and O

'N
eill have 

ta
k
e
n
 a

n
 in

c
re

a
sin

g
ly

 to
u
g
h
 lin

e
 

ag
ain

st th
e P

resid
en

t in
 p

riv
ate co

n
-

versation. A
lbert's all-out sponsorship 

o
f th

e $
1
 m

illio
n
 to

 fin
an

ce th
e im

-
peachm

ent investigation reveals his in-
ner strategy. 

A
gainst the new

ly united D
em

ocrats, 
the W

hite H
ouse is urging house R

e-
publicans to protest im

peachm
ent de-

lays and dem
and an im

m
ediate vote. 

R
ep

u
b
lican

 lead
ers are stu

d
y
in

g
 th

e 
'im

- 
peachm

ent of bringing M
r. N

ixon's im
- 

peachm
ent to the floor as a constitu-

tionally privileged m
otion. 

B
u
t ju

d
iciary

 co
m

m
ittee R

ep
u
b
li- 

can
s d

o
 n

o
t seem

 w
ell eq

u
ip

p
ed

 to
 

com
pete w

ith the D
em

ocrats for public 
o
p
in

io
n
. T

h
e co

m
m

ittee's sen
io

r R
e-

publican, R
ep. E

dw
ard H

utchinson, is 
an old-fashioned M

ichigan conserva-
tive w

ho shies aw
ay from

 television ex-
posure. T

he com
m

ittee's m
ost forceful 

R
epublican, R

ep. T
om

 R
ailsback of Illi-

n
o
is, ran

k
s fifth

 in
 sen

io
rity

, an
d
 h

is 
ag

g
ressiv

en
ess is resen

ted
 b

y
 sen

io
r 

colleagues (including second-ranking 
R

e
p
. R

o
b
e
rt M

c
C

lo
ry

, a
 fe

llo
w

 
Illinoisan). 

F
ar m

ore im
portant, com

m
ittee R

e-
publicans are by no m

eans irrevocably 
com

m
itted to the P

resident's defense. 
M

any fear a m
idterm

 election debacle 
w

ith
 M

r. N
ix

o
n
 in

 th
e W

h
ite H

o
u
se. 

("H
e's queering m

y re-election," grum
-

b
les o

n
e sen

io
r R

ep
u
b
lican

 o
n
 th

e 
com

m
ittee.) C

onservative com
m

ittee 
R

ep
u
b
lican

s say
 p

riv
ately

 th
ey

 w
ill 

vote a bill of im
peachm

ent if it is sup-
ported by the evidence. 

A
s w

ith so m
uch else in the bottom

-
less W

atergate pit, M
r. N

ixon and the 
W

hite H
ouse seem

 helpless in any ef-
fo

rt to
 co

n
tro

l, im
p
ed

e o
r sto

p
 th

e 
kind of proceeding now

 being planned 
by the H

ouse Judiciary C
om

m
ittee. It 

could lead to the w
orst m

enace he has 
yet faced. 
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