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T
he G

row
ing 'V

ial se' at the W
hite H

ouse 
T

h
e im

p
ressio

n
 o

u
tsid

e th
e W

h
ite 

H
o
u
se

 th
a
t tim

e
 is ru

n
n
in

g
 o

u
t o

n
 

P
re

sid
e
n

t N
ix

o
n

 w
a
s fu

rth
e
re

d
 th

is 
w

eek
 b

y
 th

e resig
n
atio

n
 o

f an
 id

ealis-
tic y

o
u

n
g

 sp
eech

w
riter, ap

p
aren

tly
 as 

an
 act o

f co
n

scien
ce, an

d
 in

d
icatio

n
s 

th
at an

 id
ealistic o

ld
er sp

eech
w

riter is 
n
e
a
rin

g
 re

sig
n
a
tio

n
 a

fte
r b

e
in

g
 ig

-
n
o
red

 fo
r m

o
n
th

s. 
Jo

h
n

 A
n

d
reW

s, a little-k
n

o
w

n
 ju

n
io

r 
sp

eech
w

riter, left to
 g

o
 in

to
 fu

ll-tim
e 

relig
io

u
s w

o
rk

 in
 D

en
v
er w

ith
 a fare-

w
ell letter w

h
ich

 sev
eral W

h
ite H

o
u

se 
staffers d

escrib
ed

 as "so
u

r." S
im

u
lta-

n
eo

u
sly

, th
ese staffers , w

ere sp
ecu

lat-
in

g
 th

at R
ay

m
o

n
d

-K
. P

rice Jr., o
n

ce a 
to

p
 N

ix
o

n
 sp

eech
w

riter b
u

t sh
elv

ed
 

lately
, w

o
u
ld

 so
o
n
 q

u
it. T

h
e tw

o
 d

ev
el-

o
p
m

en
ts are u

n
related

, b
u
t it is n

o
 co

-
in

cid
en

ce th
at P

rice an
d
 A

n
d
rew

s are 
a
m

o
n
g
 th

e
 fe

w
 id

e
a
lists o

n
 a

 h
a
rd

-
n
o
sed

 W
h
ite H

o
u
se staff d

o
m

in
ated

 b
y
 

self-styled pragm
atists. 

M
o

reo
v

er, th
e im

m
in

en
t d

ep
artu

re 
o

f so
m

e k
ey

 n
o

n
-id

ealists m
ean

s a th
in

 
lin

e w
ill rem

ain
 at th

e W
h
ite H

o
u
se in

 
th

ese crisis d
ay

s. A
p

art fro
m

 cau
sin

g
 

p
ractical d

ifficu
lties, th

is u
n

q
u

estio
n

a-
b
ly

 w
ill trig

g
er in

feren
ces fro

m
 th

e 
o
u
tsid

e th
at M

r. N
ix

o
n
's o

w
n
 m

en
 are 

b
ailin

g
 o

u
t. 

S
o
m

e p
ro

m
in

en
t R

ep
u

b
lican

s are—
co

rrectly
 o

r n
o

t—
d

raw
in

g
 th

at in
fer-

e
n

c
e
 fro

m
 th

e
 d

e
p

a
rtu

re
 o

f sp
e
e
c
h

- 

w
riter A

n
d

rew
s, p

u
b

licly
 an

o
n

y
m

o
u

s 
u

n
til h

is .resig
n

atio
n

. W
h

at b
ro

k
e h

is 
an

o
n

y
m

ity
 w

as A
n

d
rew

s' tu
rn

in
g

 th
e 

routine 'farew
ell letter to

 h
is-colleagues 

in
to

 an
 im

p
assio

n
ed

 d
eclaratio

n
 o

f 
p
rin

cip
le b

y
 a lieu

ten
an

t leav
in

g
 h

is 
em

b
attled

 P
resid

en
t. 

"T
h
e stead

iest star to
 steer b

y
," A

n
-

d
rew

s w
ro

te, "is R
ich

ard
 N

ix
o
n
's o

w
n
 

1
9
6
8
 statem

en
t th

at th
e p

resid
en

cy
 is 

p
reem

in
en

tly
 a p

lace o
f m

o
ral lead

er-
sh

ip
." H

e
 a

d
d
e
d
 th

a
t, "h

e
ld

 to
 th

a
t 

co
u
rse," • th

e N
ix

o
n
 ad

m
in

istratio
n
 

"cA
n

n
o

t fail to
 m

ak
e safe p

o
rt." H

e 
th

en
 co

n
tin

u
ed

: "G
reat en

d
eav

o
rs risk

 
g
reat erro

rs, as w
e h

av
e learn

ed
 to

 o
u
r 

p
ain

; b
u
t th

e fo
rces th

ey
 lo

o
se, th

o
u
g
h
 

certain
 to

 u
n

m
ak

e th
e u

n
w

o
rth

y
, o

n
ly

 
deepen -character." 

T
h

e eq
u
iv

o
cal w

o
rd

in
g
, w

h
ich

 so
m

e 
p

resid
en

tial aid
es v

iew
ed

 as su
b

ject to
 

m
u
ltip

le in
terp

retatio
n
, is h

ig
h
ly

 u
n
u
-

su
al fo

r
, su

ch
 a letter. A

lth
o

u
g

h
 so

m
e 

p
resid

en
tial staffers 'in

sist A
n
d
rew

s 
im

plied no criticism
, others 'consider it 

a cry
 o

f d
isillu

sio
n

m
en

t. ',T
h

e w
ay

 th
e 

'letter w
as co

u
ch

ed
," o

n
e sen

io
r aid

e 
to

ld
 u

s, "I'd
 say

 A
n
d
rew

s w
as a b

it 
sour." 

H
is frien

d
s o

u
tsid

e th
e W

h
ite H

o
u

se 
stro

n
g
ly

 co
n
firm

 th
at ju

d
g
m

en
t. T

h
ey

 
b
eliev

e A
n
d
rew

s, a d
ev

o
u
t C

h
ristian

 
S

cien
tist lik

e m
an

y
 o

th
er N

ix
o
n
 aid

es,  

c
o
u
ld

 ta
k

e
 n

o
 m

o
re

 o
f th

e
 p

re
se

n
t 

W
h
ite H

o
u
se. S

in
ce A

n
d
rew

s is a co
n
-

serv
ativ

e ad
m

ired
 en

o
u
g
h
 b

y
 th

e P
resi-

d
en

t to
 tak

e h
im

 alo
n
g
 to

 th
e S

o
v
iet 

U
n
io

n
 in

 1
9
7
2
, h

is d
ep

artu
re b

eco
m

es 
y
et an

o
th

er straw
 o

n
 th

e cam
el's b

ack
, 

in the C
apitol H

ill view
. 

P
rice's d

ep
artu

re is n
o
t y

et certain
. 

(W
h
en

 ask
ed

 recen
tly

 b
y
 an

 o
ld

 frien
d
 

w
h
eth

er h
e w

as q
u
ittin

g
, P

rice rep
lied

 
cry

p
tically

: 7
N

o
t y

et.") B
u
t h

is co
l-

leag
u
es are su

re h
e w

ill d
ep

art so
o
n
..  

T
h
e reaso

n
 is n

o
t h

ard
 to

 fin
d
. P

rice, 
an

 ed
ito

r o
n
 th

d
 o

ld
 N

ew
 Y

o
rk

 H
erald

 
T

rib
u
n
e, jo

in
ed

 M
r. ,N

ixon's 1968 cam
-

p
aig

n
 early

 an
d

 w
as a p

rin
cip

al sp
eech

-
w

riter th
ro

u
g

h
 m

id
-1

9
7

3
. B

u
t sin

ce 
h
elp

in
g
 d

raft th
e P

resid
en

t's statem
en

t 
o

f last M
ay

 2
2

, P
rice h

as n
o

t b
een

 v
isi-

b
le. "I ju

st h
av

en
't seen

 R
ay

 aro
u
n
d
," 

co
n
fid

es a N
ix

o
n
 ad

v
iser d

eep
ly

 in
-

v
o

lv
ed

 in
 W

aterg
ate d

elib
eratio

n
s. M

r. 
N

ix
o

n
 sim

p
ly

 h
as n

o
t so

u
g

h
t th

e serv
-

ices o
f h

is m
o
st id

ealistic an
d
 m

o
st lib

-
eral sp

eech
w

riter. 

L
ess in

d
icativ

e o
f th

e W
h

ite H
o

u
se 

m
alaise b

u
t m

o
re d

am
ag

in
g
 to

 o
p
era-

tio
n

al efficien
cy

 m
ay

 b
e th

e retu
rn

 to
 

p
riv

ate in
d

u
stry

 o
f co

u
n

selo
r B

ry
ce 

H
arlo

w
. W

h
ereas th

e resig
n
atio

n
 o

f 
M

elv
in

 R
. L

aird
 as co

u
n

selo
r w

as lo
n

g
 

ag
o

 d
isco

u
n

ted
, th

e recen
t d

isclo
su

re  

o
f H

arlo
w

's im
m

in
en

t d
ep

artu
re w

as a 
shocker inside, the W

hite H
ouse. 

W
h
o
 c

a
n
 p

o
ssib

ly
 re

p
la

c
e
 th

e
 

sm
o
o
th

ly
 efficien

t H
arlo

w
 in

 tro
u
b
le-

sh
o
o
tin

g
 ch

o
res su

ch
 as rid

in
g
 h

erd
 o

n
 

G
erald

 F
o

rd
's co

n
firm

atio
n

 an
d

 co
n

-
g
re

ssio
n
a
l in

v
e
stig

a
tio

n
 o

f S
a
n
 

C
le

m
e
n

te
?
 T

h
e
re

 is, in
 tru

th
, little

 
ch

an
ce o

f fin
d

in
g

 an
y

 rep
lacem

en
t ap

-
p
ro

ach
in

g
 H

arlo
w

's q
u
ality

 at th
is lo

w
 

point in the N
ixon adm

inistration. 

W
h

ile
 u

n
a
b

le
 to

 re
c
ru

it fro
m

 th
e
 

o
u

tsid
e, th

e W
h

ite H
o

u
se faces rest-

lessness w
ithin. O

ne m
iddle-level staff-

e
r, n

e
ith

e
r a

 lib
e
ra

l n
o
r a

n
 id

e
a
list, 

n
o
w

 b
eliev

es th
at M

r. N
ix

o
n
 at b

est 
can

 lim
p

 th
ro

u
g

h
 h

is rem
ain

in
g

 d
ay

s 
• as P

resid
en

t. T
h
is aid

e d
o
u
b
ts th

at h
e 

w
an

ts to
 sp

en
d
 th

e n
ex

t th
ree y

ears 
th

at w
ay

, p
articu

larly
 if seld

o
m

 ab
le to

 
g
ain

 ad
m

ittan
ce to

 M
r. N

ix
o
n
's o

ffice. 
T

h
erefo

re, h
e is co

m
tem

p
latin

g
 early

 
resignation. 

E
v
ery

 su
ch

 resig
n
atio

n
 u

n
d
ercu

ts 
th

e P
resid

en
t's p

o
sitio

n
. , W

ith
 M

r.' 
N

ix
o
n
 lim

itin
g
 reg

u
lar co

n
tact to

 staff . 
ch

ief A
lex

an
d
er H

aig
 an

d
 P

ress S
ecre-

tary
 R

o
n

.  Z
ieg

ler, th
e th

in
n
in

g
-d

o
w

n
 

su
g

g
ests to

 th
e o

u
tsid

e w
o

rld
 d

isin
te-

gration at the W
hite H

ouse even w
orse 

than actually exists. 

it 1:973, Field E
n
te

rp
rise

s In
c
. 


