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See also NYT 14 Dec 73, which says presidential plane would 
not be flown to Florida. 
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Nixon i11Ride 

. Train to Florida 
Washington 

In an effort to demon-
strate his concern over the 
energy crisis, President Nix-
on will journey to Florida 
for a post-Christmas vaca-
tion on a specially-outfitted 
commercial t r a i n, White 
House officials said yester-
day. 

But the officials added 
that t he presidential jet 
"Spirit of '76" will be flown 
to Florida, to be ready for in-
stant travel should Mr. Nix-
on need it in an emergency. 
The jet uses about 2000 gal-
lons of fuel an hour. 

Fuel  will be saved be-
cause only one aircraft will 
be makhig the round trip, to 
Florida. Whenever Mr. Nix-
on flies somewhere aboard 
the Spirit of '76, a backup 
aircraft, almost identical, 
goes along as well. In a '- 
ton a retinue of 
House aides, military assist- 

ants, Secret Service person-
nel, communications men 
and others serving the Pres-
ident flies along in one or 
more smaller jetliners. 

The President.  is expected 
to depart December 26 for a 
week-long stayat Key Bis-
cayne. The train tr4 will 
take from 20 to 24 ho 

Officials said th 
President's railroad' c 
be attached to the rear.of a 
regular commercial Amtrak 
train. His limousine may be 
driven to Florida, or ,taken 
piggyback aboard a freight 
car, they added. 

Although t h e President 
has stayed at the White 
House during the past two 
weekends in order to .save 
fuel, Colonel Ralph Albertaz-
z i, the. President's pilot, 
takes the jet out for.  three 
hours each week for prac-
tice runs to make sure there 
are no mechanical defects. 

United 

mmMWMffimmm lllllllllllllllllll mm llll mmmmmMMM 


