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Nixon. Gains 
In Harris, 
Gallup Polls 

By William Chapman 
. Washington Post Staff Writer 

President Nixon'S popular-
ity has risen since he took 
the offensive to explain his 
version of the Watergate 
case and related controver- 
sies, according to two na-
tional public opinion polls 
released yesterday. 

They marked the first 
time since February that 
Mr. Nixon's popuarity had 
not fallen in the major 
polls. 

Both the Gallup Poll and 
the Harris Survey recorded 
an increase in the propor- 
tion of people generally ap- 
proving of his presidency. 
Both George Gallup and 
Louis Harris attributed this 
to what they called Mr. Nix-
on's "Operation Candor." 

Approval of Mr. Nixon's 
performance rose by four 
percentage points in the 
Gallup Poll and by five 
points in the Harris Survey. 

However, when asked spe-
cifically to evaluate Mr. Nix- 
on's handling of the Water- 
gate case, the public contin- 
ued to give him low marks. 
More respondents than in 
previous polls said they re-
garded his performance as 
only "fair" or "poor." 

Each poll was conducted 
after the White House an-
nounced that Mr. Nixon 
would hold a series of meet- 
ings with every member of 
Congress to discuss Water- 
gate. They also followed an- 
nouncements that the White 
House would make arrange- 
ments with the Watergate 
special prosecutor's office 
for voluntary turning over 
tapes and documents previ-
ously withheld. 

The Gallup polling took 
place between Nov. 30 and 
Dec. 3 — after Mr. Nixon's 
lawyers had asserted pub- 
licly that two subpoenaed 
tapes had never existed and 
that there was an 181/4-min-
ute blank segment on an-
other tape. 

In Gallup's poll, 31 per 
cent said they approved of 
the way Mr. Nixon is 
"handling his job as Presi- 
dent," compared with 27 
per cent about four weeks 
earlier. Fifty-nine per cent 
said they disapproved, and 
10 per cent had no opinion. 

Most of Mr. Nixon's gain 
was made in the South, 
where: the percentage ap-
proving his presidency in-
creased from 34 to 41 per 
cent over the month of No-
vember. 

Overall, it was the first 
time Mr. Nixon's popularity 
rating had risen on the Gal-
lup indFx since early this 
year when the Watergate 
revelations began to break. 
Last January, 68 per cent 
approved on his perform-
ance but by October the 
law-water mark of 27 per 
cent has been reached. 

The Harris Survey was 
conducted between Nov. 13 
and 16 — after the account 
of two missing tapes had - 
been made public but before 
the 181/4-minute blank on an-
other tape had been dis- 
closed. 

In the mid-November Har-
ris Survey, 37 per cent rated 
Mr. Nixon's performance as 
"good" or "excellent," an in-
crease of 5 percentage 
points since the October 
poll. Sixty-one per cent de-
scribed it as "fair" or "poor" 
and 2 per cent were not 
sure. 

Answering another ques-
tion, only 13 per cent 
thought Mr. Nixon has done 
a good or excellent job of 
that proportion has re-
mained substantially the 
same for the last six 
months. 

However, the proportion 
giving the President an un- 
favorable rating on the 
Watergate case rose sub-
stantially, from 77 to 83 per 
cent between October and 
November. During that pe-
riod, the percentage having 
no opinion declined, from 9 
to 4 per cent. 

The new Harris Survey 
found Mr. Nixon's popular- 
ity rising sharply on his per-
formance as a force for in-
ternational peace. 

Seventy per cent in mid-
November rated his efforts 
for bringing "peace in the 
world" as good or excellent. 
A month earlier, only 58 per 
cent rated him that well. 

The increase apparently 
reflected news of the admin-
istration's actions on the 
Middle East cease-fire. 


