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"'WILLIAM B. SAXBE AND WATERGATE PROSECUTOR LEON JAWORSKI 
They sat together during the hearing of the Senate Judiciary Committee 
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Washington 

Senator William B. Saxbe 
(Rep-Ohio) said yesterday 
that as attorney general he 
would make President Nixon 
fire him before he would 
carry out any order he disa-
grees with to clismissspecial 
prosecutor Leon Jaworski. 

During nearly six hours of 
testimony Saxbe told the 
Senate Judiciary Commit-
tee, which is considering his 
omination to head the Jus-

tice Department that Attor-
ney General Robert H. 
Bork had fired the former 
prosecutor, Archibald Cox, 
for an "extraordinary im-
propriety." 

Senator Robert C. Byrd 
(Den W. Va.) expressed in-
credulity since no one in the 
administration, including 
Bork, has ever accused Cox 
of such an impropriety. Cox 
has said he was fired on or-
ders of President Nixon be-
cause he refused to give up 
his access to the courts in 
seeking White House evi- 

Kielce on the Water, 
scandal. 

Saxbe testified  that* 
;Cox, Bork "had to find fin= 
.iprontiety, and I think he; 
Idiet." The senator. aaid he 
;meows of no such improprie-

yty himself, but he announced 
that the Justice DePartment 
will appeal the ruling by 
U.S. District Judge Gerhard 
A. Gessel that Bork acted 
illegally in the firing. 

"Suppose the President or-
ders you to fire Mr. Jawor-
ski,?" Byrd asked. 

"I would not attempt to 
ftre Mr.' Jaworski, nor 
would. I resign," Saxbe re-
,Tiied. "The President has 
file right to fire me any time 
he wants to." He added that 

would argue with the 
Piesident if he feels Jawor-
ski is "getting a bad rap." 

!Would you resign rather 
than carry out an order you 
didn't think was ethical, 
just, or fair?" Byrd asked 

°No, but I wouldn't carry  

out theorc 	ither," Sakbe"". 

you would make him 
f 	u?" Byrd pressed. 

"Absolutely," the nominee 
answered. 

Saxbe said the only justifi-
able reasons he could envi-
sion "f o r firing Jaworski 

' would b e "conduct that 
would- unfavorably rifled on 
the country and the judicial 
system, irresponsible activi-
ties that would shock the bar 
and  the citizenry of the 
world, and failure to pro-
ceed with an investigation." 

At Byrd's request, Jawor-
. ski was called to testify, and 
for a period of two hours 
both he and Saxbe swore un-
der oath that they Under-
stood Jaworski's charter to 
be one of full independence. 

As Bprd read the charter 
line by line, Saxbe respond-
ed with a series of "I do's" 
to questions asking hiiii to 
promise not to interfere with 
Jaworski's jurisdiction o r  

with-the Ornsecator's rigni 
to gatrte court to get any 
evid: 	that Whiten  House,  
might fuse to supplyr.' 

At one point; Saxbe vowea 
to "fight for his (Jawor-
ski's) right to prOteed 
sees fit." 

When Saxbe said Prat  
dent !Nixon "fttlly under-
standa= and agrees with" Ja-
worski's charter of inde-
pendence, Senator Philip A. 
Hart (Dent-Mich.) asked 
him to see if Mr. Nixon 
would "commit that to pa-
per." 

"I Wouldn't preSume to de-,  
mand such a thing from the 
President," Saxbe replied. 
"I would suggest that the 
committee ask him." Hart 
said it wo

)  
uld. ArE e 6  gc 

Saxbe also told the com-
mittee that if . lie is con-
firmed he will remove him-
self from any participation 
in the Justice Department's 
reopened investigation of the 
fatal shooting of is  sKent 
State University stu rite.  af- 

ter Ohio National Guards-
men opened fire during a 
campus demonstration i n 
May, 1970. Saxbe noted that 
he was once- in the Ohio 
Guard and knows many peo-
ple involved in the easel/ 
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