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Pentagon Papers that
caused the White House to”
set *up . the “Plumbers -

gmup,” but fear that Daniel
Ellsberg might -tell - Russia
which of its cities theUnited
States would attack in case .
of war, The New York
Tlmes said yesterday
a«may
szes reporter ' Seymour
Hersh also said the White
House ‘sought to-limit inves-
tigations of the plumbers’:
break-in at the office of Ells-
berg’s’ psychiatrist because
of fears such: mv%hgatlons
would : comp:;onuse a Soviet
secret police agent who iwas
actually an FBI mformer, ;

But Hersh also sa1d thgre
was Serious, dlsagreement
among ‘administration offi- '
cials gver whether any: of
this information. a,s,tme or '

— in any case — whether it
justified setting - up the
plumﬁers : L

Some ‘White - House of

&1 als questioned wheths
President Nixon was mg e
interested in shielding possi-
ble eriminal activities by his
aides than in protecting fhe
national ' security, He r s h
said

e President has nger
made public any detail§:-of
what he called the nati :
ecurlty reasons for se -1ng§
up the plumbers unit. !

&Iersh’s story quoted
and present officials in
W.hlte House, the CIA.
other government agencies
— although not by name..

Early in ‘ohe 1960s, said the
T1mes, Ellsberg, a former
Rand Corp. and Defens De-
partmient employee, was ac-
tive in helpingfithen Defense
secr ary. . Robert Mc?.\T -

V*cr

Tt ‘WZ‘iSIl"t the leak of'the

’ fg at Kissinger ‘stood on hi
F He

‘tered over the nekf decade,

i mad‘av avaﬂable toAthe So-

v1e‘cs

© And it was the Soviet se- |

‘}'cret police counteragent, ac-
“cording to: some adnmnistra-
© ition sources, who told ‘the -
- FBI that Ellsberg had deliv-
: ered the. Pentagon Papers to

ton after their publication
by newspapers had been
1‘*he1d up by a court order.

Hersh quoted sources as'
saying that the agent’

statements were never ques- |

'ﬁoned because he wgg re-

- more“upset than an pe

e Soviet embassy in Wash- |’

a;en’c”v‘fas really” ;uﬁ 'a en
:provocateul

e’ ve been decewed,ﬁfor
_years by this fellow,” Hersh
quoted one intelligence o‘fﬁ-
cial with 30 years expen-
ence. “He’s been a double
agent for nearly ten years ?

£in recent mtervxews,”
said the Times,
ment investigators said they
had yet to establish any ev-
idence’ indicating that Dr.
‘vEllsberg gave the Pentagon

Papers to the Soviet embas- |
_or indeed that tfle :

BYe

,si' ers statement that I
" kuew nothing about th
ambers—the now Secrgt-
1y of State actually played

ey role in urging the E{e- -'

lent to. establish the u.%
State Departm

spokesman told the Tm]@s :

vious demals

; ‘Hersh sa1d” one  §o ce
Fie ‘closely associated with the
{ White House” explained tgle
-ion Jof: the “plum’

*Klssmger hiniself, ‘,1t’
to see why he would ;
else H

In a subsequent artlcle on
he plumbers, Hersh says‘}‘?

" more active role in the ‘
'ret - gperations of the

¥ ""”"“%.w

. Hersh’s account's
views . disclosed. . th:
Pres1dent develope

the leaders & the plumbers

] a series of meetings
Thite House ,during

‘Hersh 'said the infer-
S produced o ,gnforua-
with tT h e

d " not-kuown of plans
for the plumbers to break
into the Los Angeles office
of Ellsberg S psychiatnst '
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