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A Question of Public Trust

HERE WAS a time when
Americans were confi-
dent and carefree, but that,
reported Louis Harris poll
surveyors last week, was
clearly not the mood in the
nation today. .
“Pessimism,” “éliena-.
tion,” were the words that
the Washington pollsters had
heard over and over. And to
the statement: ‘There is
something deeply wrong in
America,” 53 per cent of
those, polled agreed, with
only 37 per cent disagreeing.
The public appeared to
take out much of its frustra-
tions on its political leaders.
One - quarter of those ques-
tioned said that ‘‘govern-
ment leaders are corrupt
and immoral,” while only 19
per cent could say they
showed “‘a great deal of con-
fidence” in the executive
branch of the Federal gov-
ernment. ’

Events of the last week
did not seem to restore the
srowing lack of confidence:

Watergate Tapes: The
confusion = surrounding the
circumstances of the 18-
minute blank gap in a key
Watergate tape recording
continued, with the White
House changing its original
position on the matter.

* The tape dealt with Presi-
dent Nixon’s conversation
with former aide H. R.
Haldeman on June 20, 1972,
three days after the Water-
gate break - in.

Initially the White House
seemed to place the full
blame on Mr. Nixon’s long -
time personal secretary
Rose Mary Woods, who her-
self at first testified that she
had erased it all by mistak-
enly pressing the wrong but-
ton while preparing a tran-
script of the tape.

‘Blow the Lid’

After she later insisted
that her mistake could have
caused a gap of only four or
five minutes, J. Fred Buz
hardt Jr., a White House
lawyer, assertied that Miss
Wood’s part in the 18 - min-
ute erasure was ‘‘just a pos-
sibility.””

The  whole incident
seemed to place Miss Woods
— who was told by the White
House, curtly it was report-
ed, to get her own attorney
— and the Administration in
opposite corners.

Last week's Newsweek
magazine, in fact, quoted a
friend of Miss Wood's attor-
ney Charles Rhyne saying
that Miss Woods was being
made a scapegoat.

“Just from the little I
know, I could blow the lid
right off the White House,”
Rhyne supportedly told a
friend, according to News-
week. “You wouldn't believe
what they' asked her to do. ¥

They sent her down here like
a lamb to be slaughtered.
They’re throwing her to the
wolves,” the magazine quot-
ed the attorney’s friend.

Computers

Meanwhile, in New York’s
West Harlem a panel of ex-
perts in computer and re-
cording technology began
studying the June 20 tape
with hopes of restoring the
erased portions through a
series of ‘‘signal enhance-
ment” tests.

Through filtering and am-
plifying signals left on the
erased portions, it was con-
sidered possible to recreate
original conversations, as
long as the tape had not
been repeatedly passed
through a strong magnetic
field.

Impeachment: ‘‘“The House
has more than enough
to justify impeachment.”” So
began an editorial last week
"in the Akron Beacon - Jour-
nal, which once endorsed
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President Nixon, but was
now calling for his ouster.

Congress was looking into
that possibility, with some
congressional Republicans
suggesting that Mr. Nixon’s
deadline on “‘Operation Can-
dor” could not last beyond
late - January, the time.the
next session of Congress be-
gan. .

‘“He’s - got a long way to
go,” said Senate GOP Whip
Robert Griffin (Rep-Mich.).
“It’s two steps forward, and
one step backward.”

At the same time, a New
York Times survey of 32 of
the 38 House Judiciary com-
mittee — responsible for in-
vestigating charges for im-
peachment — found all com-

“mittee members agreeing
the President would be sub-
ject to impeachment if he
were found to have violated
criminal law, with two-
thirds of those interviewed
believing the President could
be impeached for conduct
that constituted a severe
breach of public trust.

The US. Constitution
provides for impeachment
for ‘““treason, bribery, or oth-
er high crimes and misde-
meanors,” but does not spell
out what “high crimes and
misdemeanors’ constitute,

Finances: 1In another
phase of “Operation Can-
dor,” the President opened
up his financial documents
for the years 1969 through
1972, which revealed that he
paid $72,686 in Federal in-
come tax the first year and
a total of less than $6000 in
the next three years.

During that period, the re-
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port showed the President
paid $74,423 in state proper-
ty taxes for his California
and Florida homes and
$271,350. Both figures were
legally tax deductible, as
was about $500,000 which
came from his donation of
his vice presidential papers
to the National Archives.

President Nixon’s owner- '
ship of a $100,000 certificate .
of deposit purchased in Sep- °

tember 1969 in a bank head-
ed by his personal friend
C. G. (Bebe) Rebozo re-
mained a point of controver-
SY.

The bank’s vice president,
Thomas Wakefield, denied
any link between the deposit
and a $100,000 cash gift from
billionaire Howard Hughes
that Rebozo said he keptin a
bank safe deposit box for
three years before returning
it earlier this year.

Plumbers: Egil Krogh Jr.
had been charged in Federal
Court with two counts of
perjury and indicted in Cali-
fornia on burglary and con-
spiracy in connection with
the break-in on the offices
of Daniel Ellsberg’s psychia-
trist.

Last week, pleading guilty
to a civil rights charge
growing out of the 1971 bur-
glary, Krogh had the other
charges dropped and hinted

he would cooperate with the-

‘Watergate special prosecu-

tor after he was sentenced.

“Dirty Tricks”: Another
of the men involved with
Watergate, Mr. Nixon’s
former appointment secre-
tary, Dwight Chapin, was in-
dicted last week on four
counts -of committing perju-
ry in the Watergate scan-
dals. The alleged perjuries
were in connection with
Chapin’s dealings with Don-
ald H. Segretti, who had ad-
mitted infiltrating the Dem-
ocratic candidates in 1972,

Milk Money: Three big
dairy cooperatives reported-
ly made contributions total-
ling- $422,400 to Mr. Nixon’s
campaign starting March 22,
1971, three days before a
higher milk price support
was announced.

Last week the Justice De-
partment, which had earlier
on orders from the White
House refused to turn over
material on the milk contri-
butions, finally released

them, saying the Adminis-

tration no longer claimed ex-
ecutive privilege over the in-
formation.



