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T
he 'Im

pea
ch

able O
ffen

ses' P
resident N

ixon 
A

 law
y

er in
 th

is city
, Jo

sep
h

 C
ali- 

fan
o
--o

n
ce ch

ief o
f staff to

 P
resid

en
t 

L
yndon Johnson—

answ
ered an im

por- 
tant question the other day w

ith a care-
ful listing of the im

peachable offenses 
o

f R
ich

ard
 N

ix
o

n
. 

T
h
ere are th

ree areas o
f o

ffen
ses,.  

M
r. C

alifo
n
() p

o
in

ted
 o

u
t, ag

ain
st 

w
h
ich

 an
y
 P

resid
en

t m
u
st b

e ju
d
g
ed

: 
V

iolations of crim
inal statutes; failure 

to
 fu

lfill th
e co

n
stitu

tio
n

al o
b

lig
atio

n
, 

"faith
fu

lly
 to

 ex
ecu

te th
e law

s o
f th

e 
U

nited S
tates and preserve, protect and 

d
efen

d
 th

e C
o
n

stitu
tio

n
 o

f th
e U

n
ited

 
S

tates"; egregious breach of the.public 
tru

st. 
U

n
d
er th

e first categ
o
ry

, M
r. C

ali-
fano says, to w

it: "S
olely on the basis 

of sw
orn testim

ony there is am
ple justi-

ficatio
n

 fo
r a h

ealth
y

 su
sp

icio
n

 th
at 

P
resid

en
t N

ix
o
n
 h

as v
io

lated
 at least 

38 crim
inal statutes." 

T
h

e p
o

ten
tial v

io
latio

n
s fall in

to
 

th
ree b

ro
ad

 categ
o
ries. T

h
ey

 are p
er-

so
n
al co

rru
p
tio

n
, p

o
litical co

rru
p
tio

n
 

and obstruction of justice. T
he specific 

crim
in

al statu
tes relatin

g
 to

 each
 o

f 
th

ese areas m
u

st b
e co

n
sid

ered
, M

r. 
C

alifan
o

 say
s, in

 th
e co

n
tex

t o
f fo

u
r  

basic crim
inal sections of T

itle 18: S
ec-

tio
n
s 2

, 3
, 4

 an
d
 3

7
1
. 

S
ectio

n
 2

 d
efin

es a p
rin

cip
al to

 a 
crim

e as one w
ho "com

m
its an offense 

a
g

a
in

st th
e
 U

n
ite

d
 S

ta
te

s o
r a

id
s, 

abets, counsels, com
m

ands, induces or 
procures" such an offense. 

S
ection 3 defines an "accessory after 

th
e
 fa

c
t" o

f a
 c

rim
e
 a

s o
n

e
 w

h
o

 
"k

n
o

w
in

g
 th

at an
 o

ffen
se h

as b
een

 
com

m
itted, receives, relieves, com

forts 
o
r a

ssists th
e
 o

ffe
n
d
e
r in

 o
rd

e
r to

 
h
in

d
er o

r p
rev

en
t h

is ap
p
reh

en
sio

n
, 

trial o
r p

u
n

ish
m

en
t." S

ectio
n

 4
 p

ro
-

vides that anyone having know
ledge of 

a felony and w
ho does not report it to 

a judge is guilty of m
isprison of a fel-

ony. S
ection 371 provides that if tw

o or 
m

o
re p

erso
n

s co
n

sp
ire to

 co
m

m
it an

 
o
ffen

se, an
d
 o

n
e o

r m
o
re o

f su
ch

 p
er-

so
n

s d
o

 an
y

 act to
 effect th

e o
b

ject, 
each of the conspirators is guilty. 

S
o
, u

n
d
er th

e categ
o
ry

 o
f p

erso
n
al 

corruption, M
r. C

alifano suggests that 
im

peachm
ent m

anagers w
ould look into 

M
r. N

ixon's incom
e taxes and the ques-

tio
n

 o
f w

h
eth

er o
r n

o
t th

e d
ed

u
ctio

n
 

of m
ore than $500,000 w

hich he took 
for his vice-presidential papers w

as le-
gally accom

plished. A
lso, the possible 

u
se o

f cash
 fo

r p
erso

n
al ex

p
en

ses; to
  

w
it, the $100,000 from

 B
ebe R

ebozo, 
the early cash from

 the dairy industry 
and the hundreds of thousands in cash 
that flow

ed so easily am
ong M

r. N
ixon 

an
d

 h
is frien

d
s. Issu

es relatin
g

 to
 h

is 
houses and the- governm

ent's expendi-
tures on them

 w
ould also com

e under 
this category. 

P
o

litical co
rru

p
tio

n
, M

r. C
alifen

o
 

points out, m
ight involve M

r. N
ixon in 

v
io

latio
n

s o
f 1

9
 crim

in
al statu

tes. 
A

m
ong the possibilities are the forged 

M
u

sk
ie letter; th

e fo
rg

ed
 sex

u
al m

is-
co

n
d
u
ct letters ag

ain
st S

en
. H

u
b
ert 

H
u

m
p

h
rey

 an
d

 S
en

. H
en

ry
 Jack

so
n

; 
the illegal w

iretapping; the m
illion-dol-

lar slu
sh

 fu
n
d
 k

ep
t in

 M
au

rice S
ten

s' 
o
ffice; th

e so
licitatio

n
 o

f co
rp

o
rate 

cam
paign contributions and the filing 

of false reports on cam
paign finances, 

th
e "sale" o

f am
b

assad
o

rial p
o

sts; 
ch

arg
es o

f ex
to

rtio
n

 b
y

 A
sh

lan
d

 O
il; 

the parole of Jam
es H

offa, allegedly in 
return for m

oney; and a w
ide range of 

civil rights violations, including those 
com

m
itted by the "plum

bers." 
'N

in
e m

o
re crim

in
al statu

tes are in
-

v
o

lv
ed

 in
 p

u
b

lic accu
satio

n
s th

at th
e 

P
resident •obstructed justicein the ap-

proach to Judge M
att B

yrne, the pay- 

m
ent of hush m

oney to the W
atergate 

F
ive, and the suborning of perjury by 

Jeb M
agruder and others. 

A
llegations that M

r. N
ixon failed to 

ex
ecu

te th
e law

s an
d
 b

reach
ed

 th
e 

public trust spring largely, but not en-
tirely, from

 the foregoing allegations 
of crim

inal m
isconduct. 

T
he issue involved in im

peachm
ent 

w
ill be the P

resident's personal know
l-

edge and w
illful activity in connection 

w
ith

 p
ro

v
en

 crim
es. In

 an
 im

p
each

-
m

ent proceeding, no privilege of squir-
relin

g
 aw

ay
 h

is p
ap

ers o
r' claim

in
g
 

they cannot be revealed w
ould be per-

m
itted. 
Im

p
each

m
en

t is p
ro

b
ab

ly
 co

m
in

g
, 

and the C
alifano indictm

ent is a useful 
m

easu
re o

f th
e task

 ah
ead

. It w
ill b

e 
long-draw

n and w
ill test the patience 

of A
m

ericans. "B
ut," said M

r. C
alifano 

"to say that w
e cannot stand im

peach-
m

ent is to say that w
e cannot seek the 

truth, m
uch less face it." A

s M
r. C

ali-
fan

o
 p

o
in

ts o
u
t, th

at attitu
d
e is th

e 
stu

ff o
f "a tired

 g
en

eratio
n
 th

at seek
s 

to avoid one m
ore traum

a of its ow
n, 

even if it involves betraying a trust to 
succeeding generations." 

(n) 1973. L
os A

ngeles T
im

es 


