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Prayers, Action

- Evangelicalism
And Watergate

By Louis Cassels -
New York Times

TERNITY magazine,

published in Philadel-
phia, is one of the most res-
pected voices of evangelical
Christianity in America.

It is in the large, political-
ly and doctrinally conserva-
tive- evangelical wing of Pro-
testantismr that President
Nixon always has found his
most ardent supporters.

These considerafions give
significance to an editorial
“Eternity” is publishing in
its December issue about
the way. Christians should
respond to ‘‘the national
crisis” resulting from scan-
dals in Washington.

“Eternity” discerns four
reactions among evangelical
Protestants to Watergate
and related disclosures.

LA S ¢

OME, it says, view the

whole mess as a “judg-
ment of God” upon human
depravity, and proof that the
Bible is right in saying all
men are sinners. A corollary
of this view is a feeling that
“no politician. regardless of
his personal background and
popular image, is immune to
corruption.” So why get ex-
cited about a few pecadillos
in the present administra-
tion?

A second view prevalent
among evangelicals, “Etern-
ity says, is that “Water-
gate has been blown up out
of proportion, that nothingis
really wrong, and that it has
all been the fault of the nit-
picking press.”

r S S
LATLY repudiating this
attitude, ‘“Eternity”
says:

“It is true that the pressis
not perfect . . . but in view

. of the many abuses of the

law associated with Water-
gate, the enormous cast of
characters, and the im-
mense complexity of events,
we believe we should thank
God for the impressive ac-
curacy and success the me-
dia have achieved in getting
the dismal drama of Water-
gate before the electorate.

“Those who persist in dis-
counting not only the press
but the history-making con-
cern of Capitol Hill and the
moral indignation that has

swept the country are to be :

pitied meore than the prov-
erbial ostrich.”
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HE OTHER two reac-
tions are much health-
fer, in “Eternity’s” view.
One is a belief that the cur-
rent crisis offers a great op-
portunity’ for a nationwide

|

religious revival. “America
is shell-shocked and needs
as never hefore the know-
ledge of a God who cares,
who is in control, who offers
mercy to a people that hum-
bles itself.”

The fourth response,
which is growing rapidly
among evangelicals hitherto
inclined to shrug off Water-
gate, is “let’s get involyed”
in the fight for morality in
government and legislative
reforms to forestall future
corruption.
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HESE concerned Chris-

tians have not stopped
with praying for their gov-
ernment and its leaders.
They have “followed their
prayers with concrete ac-
tion.”

“Through letters, tele-
grams and telephone calls,
they have joined hundreds of
thousands in a spontaneous
appeal to Washington to (1)
insure a complete un-
coverup of Watergate and
like episodes: (2) Deal firm-
ly with the erosion of the
President’s capacity to lead:
and (3) if necessary. act de-
cisively to give the country
fresh leadership in the White
House.” I

All that has been said he-
fore by spokesmen for liber-
al Protestantism. But this is
a voice from the center of
what has been until now,
President Nixon’s least criti-
cal and most faithful consti- '

tuency.



