
N
Y

Tim
es 

0
..7

 _
, 1

7
3
 

H
aig Says W

hite H
ouse Suspected 'Sinister F

orce' R
uined T

ape 
V

e
n
iste

 h
a
d
 p

o
in

te
d
 o

u
t th

a
t 

th
ere w

ere tw
o
 sep

arate to
n
es 

o
n
 th

e g
ap

—
o
n
e lastin

g
 ab

o
u
t 

fiv
e m

in
u
tes an

d
 th

e o
th

er, 1
3
 

—
G

en
eral H

aig
 d

escrib
ed

 th
e 

th
eo

ry
 o

f th
e "sin

ister fo
rce." 

A
ccess D

iscu
ssed

 
"A

n
y
o
n
e ev

er su
g
g
est w

h
o
 

th
e
 sin

iste
r fo

rc
e
 c

o
u
ld

 b
e
?
" 

Ju
d
g
e irica ask

ed
, 

N
o
, th

e w
itn

ess rep
lied

. H
e 

h
a
d
 sim

p
ly

 to
ld

 th
e
 la

w
y
e
rs 

th
at th

ey
 m

u
st d

eerm
in

e w
h
o
 

h
a
d
 a

c
c
e
ss to

 th
e
 ta

p
e
s, h

e
 

sa
id

, a
n
d
 it w

a
s th

e
n
 le

a
rn

e
d
 

th
at o

n
ly

 M
iss W

o
o
d
s an

d
 S

te-
p
h
en

 B
u
ll, a P

resid
en

tial aid
e, 

had had access. 
T

he cap obliterates a segm
ent 

B
y L

E
S

L
E

Y
 O

E
L

S
N

E
R

 
S

p
e
cia

l to
 T

h
e
 N

e
w

 Y
o
rk 'n

in
e
s 

W
A

S
H

IN
G

T
O

N
, D

ec. 6—
G

en. 
A

lex
an

d
er M

. H
aig

 Jr., P
resi-

d
e
n
t N

ix
o
n
's c

h
ie

f o
f sta

ff, 
te

stifie
d
 to

d
a
y
 th

a
t W

h
ite

 
H

o
u
se

 a
id

e
s h

a
d
 su

sp
e
c
te

d
 

b
rie

fly
 th

a
t "

so
m

e
 sin

iste
r 

fo
rc

e
" h

a
d
 p

u
rp

o
se

ly
 c

a
u
se

d
 

th
e
 1

8
-m

in
u
te

 g
a
p
 o

n
 o

n
e
 o

f 
th

e su
b
p
o
en

aed
 W

aterg
ate tap

e 
reco

rd
in

g
s. 

, G
en

eral H
aig

 said
 th

at W
h
ite 

H
o
u
se

 la
w

y
e
rs to

ld
 h

im
 o

n
 

N
o
v
. 2

0
 th

at th
e b

u
zzin

g
 so

u
n
d
 

b
n
 th

e
 ta

p
e
 a

p
p
e
a
re

d
 to

 b
e
 

t

au
sed

 b
y
 "so

m
e o

u
tsid

e so
u
rce 

f en
erg

y
" an

d
 n

o
t b

y
 th

e m
al-

u
n
ctio

n
 o

f th
e tap

e reco
rd

er. 
T

h
e seg

m
en

t o
f th

e co
n
v
ersa-

tio
n
 o

b
literated

 b
y
 th

e b
u
zzin

g
 

v
a
s th

e
 o

n
ly

 p
a
rt o

f th
e
 d

is-
cu

ssio
n
 related

 to
 W

aterg
ate, 

an
d
 so

, G
en

eral H
aig

 said
, th

ere 
w

a
s so

m
e
 d

isc
u
ssid

n
 in

 h
is 

m
eetin

g
 w

ith
 th

e law
y
ers th

at 
"p

e
rh

a
p
s so

m
e
 sin

iste
r fo

rc
e
 

h
a
d
 c

o
m

e
 in

 a
n
d
 a

p
p
lie

d
 th

e
 

o
th

er en
erg

y
 so

u
rce an

d
 tak

en
 

care o
f th

e in
fo

rm
atio

n
 o

n
 th

e 
tap

e!' 
T

e
stify

in
g
 b

e
fo

re
 U

n
ite

d
 

S
ta

te
s D

istric
t Ju

d
g
e
 Jo

h
n
 J. 

S
irica, G

en
eral H

aig
 in

d
icated

 
th

at th
is v

iew
 w

as o
n
ly

 b
riefly

 
h
e
ld

. A
n
d
 a

fte
r h

is c
o
u
rt a

p
-

p
e
a
ra

n
c
e
 h

e
 sa

id
 th

a
t h

e
 fe

lt 
th

ere w
as an

 in
n
o
cen

t ex
p
lan

a-
tio

n
 fo

r it all. 
T

o
 w

aitin
g
 rep

o
rters h

e o
f-

fe
re

d
 h

is o
w

n
 ra

tio
n
a
le

: T
h
e
 

alleg
ed

 p
ro

p
en

sity
 o

f w
o
m

en
 to

 
ta

lk
 o

n
 th

e
 te

le
p
h
o
n
e
 fo

r fa
r 

lo
n
g
er p

erio
d
s th

an
 th

ey
 eith

er 
realize o

r ad
m

it. 
H

e
 m

a
d
e
 c

le
a
r th

a
t h

e
 

th
o
u
g
h
t R

o
se M

ary
 W

o
o
d
s, th

e 
P

resid
en

t's p
erso

n
al secretary

, 
h
ad

 cau
sed

 th
e en

tire g
ap

, an
d
 

n
o
t ju

st th
e fo

u
r-an

d
-a-h

alf to
 

fiv
e-m

in
u
te seg

m
en

t th
at sh

e 
contends she m

ight have caused 
b
y
 a

c
c
id

e
n
ta

lly
 p

re
ssin

g
 th

e
 

w
ro

n
g
 b

u
tto

n
 o

n
 h

er tap
e re- 

co
rd

er w
h
en

 sh
e w

as in
terru

p
t-

ed to take a brief telephone call. 
"I'v

e
 k

n
o
w

n
 w

o
m

e
n
 th

a
t 

th
in

k
 th

e
y
'v

e
 ta

lk
e
d
 fo

r fiv
e
 

m
in

u
tes an

d
 th

en
 h

av
e talk

ed
 

an
 h

o
u
r," said

 th
e P

resid
en

t's 
aid

e, a career A
rm

y
 o

fficer u
n
-

til h
e jo

in
ed

 th
e N

ix
o
n
 A

d
m

in
-

istratio
n
. 

P
resident Is Q

uoted 
M

iss W
o
o
d
s te

stifie
d
 la

st 
w

eek
 th

at sh
e h

ad
 b

een
 p

lay
in

g
 

th
e
 d

isp
u
te

d
 ta

p
e
 la

st O
c
t. 1

 
w

h
en

 th
e telep

h
o
n
e in

 h
er o

f-
fic

e
 ra

n
g
. S

h
e
 a

p
p
a
re

n
tly

 
p
ressed

 d
o
w

n
 th

e "reco
rd

" b
u
t-

to
n
 in

stead
 o

f th
e "sto

p
" b

u
t-

to
n
 w

h
ile

 re
a
c
h
in

g
 fo

r th
e
 

p
h
o
n
e
, sh

e
 sa

id
;; sh

e
 "m

u
st 

h
av

e" also
 left h

er fo
o
t o

n
 th

e 
reco

rd
er's fo

o
t p

ed
al w

h
ile sh

e 
talk

ed
, sh

e said
. 

S
h
e h

as rep
eated

ly
 said

 sh
e 

c
o
u
ld

 n
o
t h

a
v
e
 b

e
e
n
 o

n
 th

e
 

p
h
o
n
e
 fo

r m
o
re

 th
a
n
 fiv

e
 

m
inutes. 
B

u
t G

e
n
e
ra

l H
a
ig

, in
 h

is 
testim

o
n
y
 th

is m
o
rn

in
g
, said

 
th

at P
resid

en
t N

ix
o
n
 h

ad
 to

ld
 

h
im

 th
at M

iss W
o
o
d
s h

ad
 b

een
 

"som
ew

hat im
precise" about the 

accid
en

t w
h
en

 sh
e reco

u
n
ted

 
it later to

 M
r. N

ix
o
n
. S

h
e h

ad
 

n
o
t b

een
 clear ab

o
u
t w

h
eth

er 
sh

e h
ad

 cau
sed

 th
e m

istak
e b

y
 

u
sin

g
 th

e fo
o
t p

ed
al o

r, in
stead

, 
b
y
 p

ressin
g
 "b

u
tto

n
s" o

n
 th

e 
recorder. 

R
ich

ard
 B

en
-V

en
iste, an

 as-
sistan

t sp
ecial W

aterg
ate p

ro
se-

c
u
to

r, a
sk

e
d
 G

e
n
e
ra

l H
a
ig

 
w

h
eth

er h
e h

ad
 h

eard
 an

y
 d

is-
cu

ssio
n
 ab

o
u
t reaso

n
s fo

r th
e 

"d
iscrep

an
cy

" b
etw

een
 th

e fiv
e-

m
inute gap M

iss w
oods said she 

m
ig

h
t h

av
e cau

sed
 an

d
 th

e 1
8
-

m
in

u
te g

ap
 th

at is n
o
w

 fo
u
n
d
 

o
n
 th

e tap
e. 

T
h
e P

resid
en

t's aid
e said

 th
at 

in
d
e
e
d
 h

e
 h

a
d
 —

 th
e
re

 w
e
re

 
"sev

eral th
eo

ries d
ev

elo
p
ed

" at 
th

e W
h
ite H

o
u
se, h

e said
. 

O
ne —

 w
hich he attributed in 

p
art to

 "co
u
n
sel" an

d
 w

h
ich

 h
e 

said
 h

e "m
ay

 h
av

e" d
iscu

ssed
  

w
ith

 M
r. N

ix
o
n
 —

 w
a
s th

a
t 

M
iss W

o
o
d
s w

a
s "tire

d
 a

n
d
 

co
u
ld

n
't rem

em
b
er h

o
w

 lo
n
g
 

sh
e h

ad
 b

een
 o

n
 th

e p
h
o
n
e." 

A
 seco

n
d
, h

e w
en

t o
n
, say

in
g
 

it cam
e fro

m
 "sev

eral so
u
rces," 

w
a
s th

a
t M

iss W
o
o
d
s m

ig
h
t 

h
av

e erased
 th

e en
tire seg

m
en

t 
in

 a
 sh

o
rt tim

e
. 

M
r. B

en
-V

en
iste p

ressed
 o

n
, 

ask
in

g
 w

h
eth

er th
ere h

ad
 b

een
 

an
y
 th

o
u
g
h
t th

at th
e g

ap
 w

as 
cau

sed
 n

o
t b

y
 accid

en
t b

u
t in

-
stead

 o
n
 p

u
rp

o
se. 

"Y
es," G

en
eral H

aig
 rep

lied
, 

"T
h
e
re

's b
e
e
n
 d

isc
u
ssio

n
 o

f 
w

h
atS

1, 1
*
.ef erred

 to
 as "D

ev
il 

, 
A

n
d
 th

e
n
, a

fte
r M

r. B
e
n
- 

"d
o
in

g
 a g

reat d
eal th

at w
eek

-
en

d
." 

In
 a

d
d
itio

n
, h

e
 sa

id
, th

e
 

W
hite H

ouse w
anted to discover 

a
n
y
 o

th
e
r "d

isc
re

p
a
n
c
ie

s" in
 

th
e
 su

b
p
o
e
n
a
e
d
 ta

p
e
s b

e
fo

re
 

going to court. 
A

n
d
 th

e
n
, re

fe
rrin

g
 to

 th
e
 

W
h
ite H

o
u
se an

n
o
u
n
cem

en
ts  

o
f c

o
n
v
e
rsa

tio
n
 b

e
tw

e
e
n
 th

e
 

P
resid

en
t an

d
 H

. R
. H

ald
em

an
 

o
n
 Ju

n
e 2

0
, 1

9
7
2
, in

 w
h
ich

 M
r. 

N
ix

o
n
 o

rd
ered

 a "p
u
b
lic rela-

tio
n
s" cam

p
aig

n
 to

 co
u
n
teract 

th
e
 e

ffe
c
t o

f th
e
 W

a
te

rg
a
te

 
b
reak

-in
 th

ree d
ay

s earlier. 
G

en
eral H

aig
 w

as also
 ask

ed
 

w
h
y
 th

e W
h
ite H

o
u
se d

id
 n

o
t 

re
p
o
rt th

e
 g

a
p
 to

 th
e
 c

o
u
rt 

u
n
til N

o
v
. 2

1
, w

h
e
n
 e

v
e
n
 b

y
 

its o
w

n
 acco

u
n
t it h

ad
 k

n
o
w

n
 

o
f th

e fu
ll ex

ten
t o

f th
e g

ap
 b

y
 

N
ov. 14. 
T

h
e
 w

itn
e
ss re

p
lie

d
 th

a
t 

w
h
ile it m

ig
h
t b

e h
ard

 fo
r th

e 
p
eo

p
le in

 th
e co

u
rtro

o
m

 to
 u

n
-

d
erstan

d
, M

r. N
ix

o
n
 "is d

o
in

g
 

a lo
t o

f o
th

er th
in

g
s" an

d
 w

as 

k
J
 

b
y
 th

e A
m

erican
 p

eo
p
le w

h
ich

 
I d

o
n
't th

in
k
 w

ere ju
stified

 b
y
 

th
e facts." 
T

h
e h

earin
g
s w

ere recessed
 

in
d
efin

itely
, p

en
d
in

g
 ex

am
in

a-
tio

n
 b

y
 tch

n
ical ex

p
erts o

f th
e 

tap
e w

ith
 th

e g
ap

—
an

 ex
am

i-
n
a
tio

n
 th

a
t is e

x
p
e
c
te

d
 to

 b
e
 

but N
ow

 F
eels M

iss W
oods Is B

lam
e 

th
is fa

ll th
a
t tw

o
 o

f th
e
 n

in
e
 

su
b
p
o
en

aed
 tap

e reco
rd

in
g
s d

id
 

n
o
t ex

ist, h
e said

: 
"W

e h
ad

 ju
st h

ad
 tw

o
 n

o
n
-

reco
rd

in
g
s, w

h
ich

 w
as fairly

 
trau

m
atic fro

m
 o

u
r p

ersp
ectiv

e, 
a
n
d
 it w

a
s im

p
o
rta

n
t w

e
 n

o
t 

h
a
v
e
 a

 re
p
e
a
t o

f th
a
t k

in
d
 o

f 
th

in
g
, w

h
ich

 led
 to

 p
ercep

tio
n
s co

m
p
leted

 n
ex

t w
eek

. 


