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Some Republicans in Congress Hope 
Ford Will Soon Be the 38th President 

By JA1WS M. NAUGHTON 
Spec 

WASHINGTON, Dec. 
that Gerald R. Ford has 	me as 
the nation's 40th Vice-Presi- pro 
dent, a number of Republicans partisanship if they moved to 
in Congress hope that he will Dimpeach /the President while a 

emocrat, House Speaker Carl 
soon become the 38th President. Albert, was next in line of iuc-

They expect and desire the cession, and Republicans:-from 
resignation of President Nixon. an elementary fear of defeat 

His 	resignation in the 1974 elections. 
News would relieve them 	litpublic, Republican spokes- 

, 	confidence that,Mr. Analysis of the needto 	1 ace / 1ixon's Watergate afflictions 
up to an eventual will not be contagious in the 
vote on his im- 34 senate and 435 House cam-

peachment. But if Mr. Nixon paigns to be conducted next 
does not step down voluntarily year. 
by next spring or somehow re- "Campaigns don't rise or fa '11' 

too often 	more on 	t' store widespread public confi- 	any 	wha s 
happening in Washington," said 

dence in his Administration, Senator William E. Brock 3d of 
some of Mr. Ford's old col- Tennessee, the chairman of the 
leagues in the House of Rep- RopAblican Senatorial Campfign 
resentatives are likely to join Committee.  in any impeachment move In private, though, Republi 

cans designing a strategy,. for against the ,President 	the 1974 elections, predict dis- 
The reason, outlined private- aster—a net loss of five of' the 

ly in the last few days by`typi- 43 seats they now have inAhe 
cal RepUblicans, is a basic one: Senate and as many as 75 of 

Their own 	  the 191 seats they have in the 
House—if Mr. Nixon is still 
President and still beleaguered 
next Nov. 7.  

"There is a point beyond 

to The 	York Times 
- 	- 
-that, it TepTesents 

Demberats frOrn, the 
ct of being accused of 

0 
,staVe. 

"You'd 	e him 	resign, 
wouldn't,. 	senior Demo- 
crat, f 	rigly to .a Re- 
publ 	ague in the 
Spioktr,l4 lobby just off the 
Honsergloor, The President's 
an -albatross, around your 
neck."" 

"at, least that," the kepubli-
can-replied. 

Similar conversations have 
become increasingly common-
place as Congress, resolving the 
issue of Presidential succession, 
has begun to focus on the ques-
tion of Presidential conduct. Re-
publicans, though a minority in 
Congress, are central to any 
determination of Mr. Nixon's 
fate. A month ago, they were 
demanding a verdict on Mr. 
•Fogsvnomination. Now, they. 
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are pushing for swift judgmenti 
as pf whether there arel 
groin* for impeaching Mr. 
Nixon. 

Thus, the elevation today of 
Mr. Ford, from House Republi-
can leader to Vice President, 
may prove to be a watershed in 
the Nixon Presidency. It pro-
vides a successor, certified as 
honest by investigations in the 
Senate and Honse. It suggests 
continuity, because of Mr. 
Fords's compatability with Mr. 
Nixon on national issues. 

-Which we carikabel- ked to go" 
out of loyalty to Republican 
President; one Republican' carn-, 
reign official said. "A party 
only serves as a vehicle for 

!good government." 
According to Senator Jacob 

K. Javits, the New York Repub-
lican who faces re-election next 
year, the President's resignation 

properly come tO, the 
front" with the confirmation of 
Mr. Ford. 

'In the Capitol cloakrooms, 
there is a widespread belief 
that, as one Republican put it 
"the President will not be PreS? 
ident at the time of the n 
election." 

To a large Ortent, the wish i$ 
father to the thought. Mr. Nix-
on has said several times re-
cently that he will not "'walk 
away" from the johlto which he 
was elected. Even so, his fellow 
Republicans say "the odds are 
increasing geometrically that 
there is going to be a resigna-
tion." The belief is so common 
that there is frequent specula-
tion that a President Ford wodld 
seleotmMelvin R. Laird—the de-
parting White House counselor 
who once was Mr. Ford's le-
publican whip in the House—
as his nominee for Vice PreSi-
dent. 

Campaign Issue Seen 
At the root of the desire it 

a Presidential abdication— 
we had that early resignation," 
said a Republican campaign  

consultant, "ono, those responsi-
ble began to pt the Admin-
istration back tOgether, 
could have some election up-
sets"—is concern over the pos-
sibility of a roll-call vote on 
impeachment in the midst of a 
Congressional campaign. . 

The House Judiciary Commit-
tee is not expected to produce 

'a report on its4mpeachment in-
;quiry before next sp*: ig, when 
Imany members of trorrgress will 
be engaged in primary cam-
paigns. A vote on a resolution 
of impeachment by an incum-
bent Representative would Un-
doubtedly become a campaign 
issue. 

No one among those mem-
bers of Congress and campaign 
aides consulted this week would 
suggest that an impeachment 
vote' would be based solely on 
'political considerations. But 
there was general recognition 
that the attitude of Congres-
sional eonstituents would at 
least be a factor in the equation. 

One member of the House 
Republican .; eadership com- 
plained th 	Democrats 
"want to " g it out"—the 
impeachment inquiry — until 
October and said that helhoped 
Mr. Ford's confirmation would 
"speed up the whole proceed-
ings" to minimize the political 
effect. 

The problem, in the view of 
Hoyse Republicans, is that 
Congressmen seeking to demon-
strate their own distaste for 
Watergate and to dissociate 
themselves from the President 
would find the impeachment 
vote to be "a h 	hide, a 
method of sho 	,s inde- 
penden ce." 

'how future is at 


