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WASHINGTON, Dec. 6 =— 
Gerald luR. Ford, pledging 
"equal qustice for all Ameri-
cans," took office just after 
dusk tonight as the 40th Vice 
President of the United Atates. 

With PAsident Nixon!stand- 
ing right behind him, fie was 
sworn iniVioffice in the 116- 

Transcript of the ceremony 
will be,found on Page 27; 

a paga'of pictures, 26. 

year-old House, chamber, which 
has been; ns political home for 
the last 25 years. 

Only an hour earlier, the 
House completed action on his 
nomination by voting 387 to 

.35 for''confirmation. He was 
confirmed Nov. 27 by the Sen-
ate byht* vote of 92 to a, 

Mr. Ford, 60 years old, re-
signed his House seat before 
assuming the Vice-Presidency. 
He has been minority leader 
of the House since 1965. 

The historic ceremony ended 
a Vice-Presidential vacancy 
that had existed since the res-
ignation on Oct. 10 of Spiro 
T. Agnew just before he plead-
ed no Sontest to a charge of 
income tax evasion. 

Nominee Did Not Vote' 
Mr. Ford heard none of to-

day's five hours of Blouse de-
bate, nor did he vote. He ar-
rived in the -charnbeejust min-
utes after the final vote had 
been cast and was greeted-by 
thunderous cheers and '''p-
plause--the first of !nany 'such 
!ovations that he received to-
day._ 

He then went to the White 
Houseio inform President Nix-
on of yt itotel  and the two 
men ret ed to the Capitol an 

0r-tr—rxermatfur 	icial 
swearing-in. 

They w,gr 	yAtumult- 
ous, applause as theri*ntered 
the Houe chamber together. 

A capacity crowd of ,1,500 
persons—Senators, Representa-
tives, members of the Cabinet 
and of the Supreme Court, am-
bassadors and other foreign dig-
nitaries and visitors—witnessed 
the brief ceremony. 

Bids Colleagues Good-by 
Mrs. Nixon, accsmpanied by 

White House aidis, sat: with 
the four Ford children in the 
executive gallery. 	!!, 

As Chief JustiCe Warren E. 
Burger administered the 'oath, 
Mr. Ford rested his left hand on 
a bible held by his wife, who 
wore a tangerine wool , crepe 
dress. The bible was purchased 
for the occasion by their - son 
Michaela theological student. 

Later7in a brief speech;- Mr. 
Forct:drew a burst of applause 
Ifrorp..t  the Republicans as!  he 
!pledged his full "support and 
!loyalty" to the President. He 
Continued on Page 27, Column 2 

Continued From Page 1, Col: =`8 
also bade a "fond good-by" to 
his colleagues in the House. 

am a Ford, not a Lincoln," 
he said, smiling: "My addreises 
will never be as eloquent as 
Lincoln's. But I will do my best 
to equal his brevity and plain 
speaking." 

Mr. Ford pledged his dedica-
tioh "to the rule of law and 
equal justice for all Americans" 
and declared, "I am not dis-
couraged." 

Later, he led the Senators 
across the Capitol to the Senate 
chamber where he will serve 
in the one job given to a Vice 
President under the Constitu-
tion—president of the Senate. 

This is the first time that a 
Vice President was chosen 
undef the 25th Amendment to 
the Constitution. The amend:. 
ment, ratified by the states i 
1967, provides for Presidenti 
succession and for filling Vice 
Presidential vacancies. 

The 25th Amendment was 
adopted to deal with situations 
such as that which existed 
lowing the assassination of 
President Kennedy in 1963, At!' 
that time, the ViceWe7sidency 
stood vacant 13 months after 

Vice Jresident Johnson -Inc-, 
ceed. to the Presidency. 

ice-Presidency has been 
vacat 17 times in this nation's.' 
history, due to deafth, resigna-
tion or succession to the Pres,  
idency. 

It was just 57 days ago that 
a stunned nation learned of the 
abrupt resignation of Vice Pres-
ident Agnew. Two days later, 
on Oct. 12, President Nixon an-
nounced to Congressional lead-
ers and others assembled in the 
East Room of the White House 
for a gala evening of cham-
pagne and laughter that the had 
chosen his old friend and fellow 
Republican, Mr. Ford, to be 
Vice President. 

Unexpected Development 
EArlier, there hid been few,  

sue ises during the long hours 
of or debate over the nomi-, 
nation. Democratic liberals, as! 
expected, accused the nominee! 
of lacking the qualities of 
leadership. Other Democrats; 
and Republicans, also as ex..' 
pected, praised him as a man 
of honor, honesty, dedication 
and integrity. 

The only _unexpected develop-
ment came as Representative 
Peter W. Rodina Jr. of New 
Jersey, chairman of the House' 
Judiciary Committee, which 

ha n 
noun 	 e w 
against °confirmation. 

"During the weeks t 
spent reviewing Jerry's i>pblic 
and private life, I have only 
grown to respect his character 
and„, ntegrity more." Mr.,' Ro- 1 
dino old the hushed Houie. 

wever, asserting that• his 
Ne ark district "typifies the 
plight which the cities of our 
nation face today," and accus-
ing the Nixon Administration of 
failing to meet the needs of the 
poor and disadvantaged, Mr. 
Raclin° said: 

"I vote, not against Gerald 
Ford's worth as a man of great 
integrity, but in dissent with 
the present Administration's in-
difference to the. plight of so 
many Americans." 

In mid-afternoon, as the de-
bate dragged on, Representa-
tive B. F. Sisk, Democrat of 
California, broke into the pro-
ceedings to announce that the 
National League owners had 
voted to transfer the San 
Diego Padres baseball team to 
Washington. 

Mr. Sisk and Representative! 
Frank' Horton, Republican of 
upstate New York, who to-' 
gether had led. 'a Congressional; 
effort to secure anew baseball! 

;franchise for Washington, paid)  

tribute town kora, a onetime 
football star and still a sports 
enthusiast, for his support of 
their effort. 

Weeks of Hearings _ . 
Mr. Ford's nomination 

reached the House floor this 
morning after weeks of hear-I 
ings and exhaustive investiga-
tions:, by both the Senate and 
the House. The Federal Bureau 
of Investigation alone had _de-
tailed 359 agents to dig Into 
his background, and the F.B.I. 
data covered 1,700 typewritten 
pages..  

The' nominee's tax records, 
personal finances, family con-
nections, political campaigns 
and voting record were exam-
ined in detail. 

Today, praising the thorough- 
ness of the investigations and 1 
hearings, Representative Jack! 
Brooks, Democrat of Texas,';  
.told his colleagues, "We know? 
more about Jerry Ford than Ii 
ever wanted to know." 

I While all other blacks present 
voted against the nomination, 
Representative Andrew Young, 
Democrat of Georgia, said 

'shortly before the five hours of 
'debate ended that he would 
support the nominee. 	it 
' Mr. Young said that he was 
troubled by ,Mr. Ford's efforts 

to'-w 
 	 tsjegit- tionbdt a 	tiat e also had 

 

doubts abou the civil rights 
voting records of Presidents 
Kennedy and Johnson. He ex-
presaed hope that Mr. Ford 
would rise to his new job. 

The debate was low key, 
even on the part of the nomi-
nee's severest critics, who had' 
known from the start that they 
could not block the .confirma-

ti°Bri.  But the drama of the day 
was heightened by the realiza-
tion of those present that with 
Mr. Ford installed as Vice Pres-1 
ident, sentiment for impeach- ! 
ment of Mr. Nixon—or pressure, 
on him to resign—would in-
tensify. 

 
any  

Many Democrats have open- ! 
ly called for impeachment, but 
until now most Republicans 
have spoken of it guardedly! 
and usually only among them-
selves. Yet there are strong 
indications that many Republi-
cans are becoming increasingly 

'concerned over the tarnished 

1 
 image of their party becathe 
of the Watergate scandals, tie 
Agnew affair and allegations 

:of various political campaign 
'misdeeds by the Nixon Admin- 
istration. 	, 

The possibility, that Mr. Nix-
on might not serve out his term 



0. Douglas "for strictly political 
reason%," Mr..-ValdiUsaid, "Is 
the rule of law supreme? When 
Gerald Ford is President, I 
trust he will ask that 'question 
himself." 

Representative John B. An-
derson, Republican of Illinois, 
also appeared to be suggesting 
that Mr. Ford might succeed to 
the Presidency when he quoted 
the nation's first Vice Presi-
dent, John Adams, as having 
said, when asked what it meant 
to be Vice President, " 'I am 
nothing, but I may be every-
thing.' " 

... 

.1ST 
The emotion of her father's swearing - in ceremony 
brought tears to eyes of Susan Ford, who sat with Mrs. 
Nixon in House gallery. With her are brothers, from left, 

The New York Times 
Steven, John and Michael. At right is Gen. Alexander M. 
Haig Jr., President's chief of staff, and, at far right, is 
William E. Timmons, Presidential aide. 

Ford Sworn as Vice President After House Approves 

was raise i repeatedly by both 
Democrats and . Republicans 
during the debate. 

Representative Clarence D. 
Long, Democrat of Maryland, 
suggested that the Republicans 
would do well to take- his ad-
vice by moving swiftly to make 
Mr. Ford the next President. 

Declaring that the Republi-
cans would have to take the 
lead in forcing Mr. Nixon out 
of office, he said: 

""Any partisan Democrat 
would have to be out' of his 
mind to take that millstone off 
the back of you Republicans. 
If you keep the present incum- 
bent in for three more years, 
the Democrats could win with 
the Boston strangler." 

This was greeted by cheers 
and laughters from the Demo-
crats and good-natured roars 
from the Republicans. 

Representative Jeron'* H. 
Waldie, Democrat of California, 
spoke of "the shambles that the 
Nixon Presidency has become" 
and said that the• situation 
would become worse as it pro-
ceeded "to its inevitable re-
sult --- either impeachment or 
resignation. 

Critical of Mr. Ford's at-
tempts •three years

, 
 41Iko to im-

peach Associate Justice William 


