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F
ord: cI P

rom
ise . . . to D

o the V
ery B

est I C
an for A

m
erica' 

F
o
llo

w
in

g
 is th

e
 p

re
-

p
a
re

d
 te

x
t o

f G
e
ra

ld
 

R
. 

F
o
rd

's a
ccep

ta
n
ce sp

eech
 

a
fte

r b
e
in

g
 sw

o
rn

 in
 a

s 
V

ice P
resid

en
t: 

T
o
g
eth

er w
e h

av
e m

ad
e 

h
isto

ry
 h

ere to
d
ay

. F
o
r th

e 
first tim

e w
e h

av
e carried

 
o
u
t th

e co
m

m
an

d
s o

f th
e 

25th A
m

endm
ent. In exactly 

eight w
eeks, w

e 'have dem
-

o
n
strated

 to
 th

e w
o
rld

 th
at 

o
u
r g

reat R
ep

u
b
lic stan

d
s 

so
lid

 an
d

 stro
n
g
 u

p
o

n
 th

e 
bedrock of the C

onstitution. 
I a

m
 a

 F
o
rd

, n
o
t a

 L
in

-
c
o
ln

. M
y
 a

d
d
re

sse
s w

ill 
never be as eloquent as L

in-
coln's. B

ut I w
ill do m

y best 
to

 e
q
u
a
l h

is b
re

v
ity

 a
n
d
 

plain speaking. 
I am

 d
eep

ly
 g

ratefu
l to

 
y
o
u
, M

r. P
resid

en
t, fo

r th
e 

tru
st an

d
 co

n
fid

en
ce y

o
u
r  

n
o

m
in

atio
n

 im
p

lied
. A

s I 
h
av

e th
ro

u
g
h
o
u
t m

y
 p

u
b
lic 

serv
ice u

n
d

er six
 ad

m
in

is-
tratio

n
s, I w

ill try
 to

 set a 
high exam

ple of respect for 
the crushing and lonely bur-
d

en
s w

h
ich

 th
e n

atio
n

 lay
s 

u
p
o
n
 th

e P
resid

en
t o

f th
e 

U
nited S

tates. Y
ou have m

y 
support and loyalty. 

T
o
 th

e C
o
n
g
ress assem

-
bled, m

y form
er colleagues 

w
ho have elected m

e on be-
h
alf o

f o
u
r fello

w
 co

u
n
try

-
m

en, I express m
y heartfelt 

thanks. L
et m

e reaffirm
 m

y 
conviction as a m

an of C
on-

gress that the collective w
is-

d
o
m

 o
f o

u
r tw

o
 g

reat leg
is-

lativ
e b

o
d
ies, w

h
ile n

o
t in

-
fa

llib
le

, w
ill in

 th
e
 e

n
d
 

serv
e th

e p
eo

p
le faith

fu
lly

• 

and w
ell. 

I w
ill n

o
t fo

rg
et th

e p
eo

-
p
le o

f M
ich

ig
an

 w
h
o
 sen

t  

m
e to

 th
is ch

am
b
er o

r th
e 

friends I have found here. 
M

r. S
peaker, I understand 

th
at th

e U
n
ited

 S
tates S

en
-

ate in
ten

d
s in

 a v
ery

 few
 

m
in

u
tes to

 b
in

d
 m

e b
y
 its - 

rules. F
or their presiding of-

ficer, th
is am

o
u
n
ts p

racti- 
cally

 to
 a v

o
w

 o
f silen

ce. 
Y

ou know
 how

 difficult this 
is going to be for m

e. B
efore 

I go from
 this H

ouse w
hich 

h
as b

een
 m

y
 h

o
m

e fo
r a 

q
u
arter cen

tu
ry

, I m
u
st say

 
I am

 forever in its debt. 
T

hank you, M
r. S

peaker, 
for your friendship, w

hich I 
certainly am

 not leaving. 
T

o you, M
r. S

peaker, and 
to all m

y friends here—
how

- 
ever you voted an hour

. ago 
—

I say a fond goodby. M
ay 

G
od bless the H

ouse of R
ep-

resentatives and. guide you 
in all the days ahead. 

M
r. C

h
ief Ju

stice, m
ay

 I  

thank you personally for ad-
m

in
isterin

g
 th

e o
ath

, an
d
 

thank each of ,the honorable 
Ju

stices fo
r h

o
n

o
rin

g
 m

e 
w

ith your attendance. 
I p

led
g

e to
 y

o
u

, as I d
id

 
the day I w

as first adm
itted 

to the bar, m
y dedication to 

th
e ru

le o
f law

 an
d

 eq
u

al 
justice for all A

m
ericans. 

F
o
r stan

d
in

g
 b

y
 m

y
 sid

e 
as she alw

ays has, there are 
n
o
 w

o
rd

s to
 tell y

o
u
, m

y
 

dear w
ife and m

other of our 
fo

u
r w

o
n
d
erfu

l ch
ild

ren
, 

h
o
w

 m
u
ch

 th
eir b

ein
g
 h

ere 
m

eans to m
e. 

A
s I lo

o
k

 in
to

 th
e faces 

th
at fill th

is fam
iliar ro

o
m

, 
an

d
 as I im

ag
in

e th
o
se in

 
other room

s across the land, 
I d

o
 n

o
t see m

em
b
ers o

f 
the legislative branch or of 
th

e ex
ecu

tiv
e b

ran
ch

 o
r o

f 
th

e • ju
d
icial b

ran
ch

 o
f o

u
r 

g
o
v
ern

m
en

t, th
o
u
g
h
 I am

  

very m
uch aw

are of the im
-

portance of keeping the sep-
arate but co-equal branches 
o
f o

u
r fed

eral g
o
v
ern

m
en

t 
in balance. 

I d
o

 n
o

t see sen
ato

rs o
r 

rep
resen

tativ
es. N

o
r d

o
 I 

see R
epublicans and D

em
o-

crats, vital as the tw
o-party 

system
 is to sustain freedom

 
and responsible self-govern-
m

ent. 
A

t this m
om

ent of visible 
an

d
 liv

in
g
 u

n
ity

, I see o
n
ly

 
A

m
ericans. I see A

m
ericans 

w
h
o
 lo

v
e
 th

e
ir c

o
u
n
try

, 
A

m
erican

s w
h
o
 w

o
rk

 an
d
 

sacrifice fo
r th

eir co
u

n
try

 
a
n
d
 th

e
ir c

h
ild

re
n
. I se

e
 

A
m

erican
s w

h
o

 p
ray

 w
ith

-
out ceasing for peace am

ong 
all nations and for 'harm

ony 
at h

o
m

e. I 
see new

 genera-
tions of concerned and cour-
ageous A

m
ericans—

but the 
sam

e k
in

d
 o

f A
m

erican
s—

 

the children and grandchil-
d
ren

 o
f th

o
se A

m
erican

s 
w

h
o
 m

et th
e ch

allen
g
e o

f 
D

ec. 7 just 32 years ago. 
I like w

hat I see. I am
 not 

d
isco

u
rag

ed
. I am

 in
d
e 

hum
ble to be the 40th V

ice 
P

re
sid

e
n
t o

f th
e
 U

n
ite

d
 

S
tates, b

u
t I am

 p
ro

u
d
—

v
ery

 p
ro

u
d
—

to
 b

e o
n
e o

f 
200,000,000 A

m
ericans. 

I prom
ise m

y fellow
 citi-

zen
s o

n
ly

 th
is: T

o
 u

p
h
o
ld

 
the C

onstitution, to do w
hat 

is right as G
od gives m

e to 
see the right, and w

ithin the 
lim

ited pow
ers and duties of 

th
e v

ice p
reisd

en
cy

, to
 d

o
 

th
e
 v

e
ry

 b
e
st I c

a
n
 fo

r 
A

m
erica. 

I w
ill do these things w

ith 
all th

e stren
g
th

 an
d
 g

o
o
d
 

sense I have, and w
ith your 

help, and through your pray-
ers. 


