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Gerald Rudolply, Ford,
pledging “equal justice for
all -Americans.” took office
as the 40th vice president of

the United States just after '

dusk last night.

Wi'th President/Nixon
standing immediatély b e-
hind” him, Ford was sworn
into' office in the 118-year -

old House chambe#{ his pol-

itical' home for the:
years. e

Only an hour earlier, the
House had completed action
on_his nomination by voting
387 to 35 for confirmation,
He had been confirried Noy-

last 25

2

ember 27 by the Senate by a -

. vote of 9210 3.
Ford, 60, resigned his
House ' seat before assuming
the vice presidency. He has
been House minority leader
since -1965.

The  historic cerémony

filled a vice presidential va- .

cancy.that had existed since

the resignation on October .

10 of Spiro T. Agnew, just
before he pleaded no contest
to a. charge of income tax
evasion. &,

Ford heard none of yester-
day’s, five hours of Heuse de-
bate, nor did he vote: He ar-
rived” in the chambér just
minutes after the final vote
had ;been cast and was
greeted by
cheers and applause — the
first of many such ovations
he was to receive yesterday.

Then he went to the White

House to tell President Nix-
on of the vote, and the two
returned to the Capitol an
hour later for the :official
sSwearing-in. by
The two men werb greeted
by tumultous applause as
they entered the house
chamber together.
A'capacity crowd of 1500
— senators, representatives,
members of: the cabimet
aod-supr e me’coort, amhas-
sadors and ofher foreign dig-

thunderous .

nitaries and visitors — wit-
nesseditliebrief-ceremooy”
Mrs. Nixbi, acompanied
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by White House “aideS; sht
with the four Ford children
in the executive gallery.”

As Chief Justice Warren
E. Burger administered the
oath, Ford rested Iusf‘.%izft

“his

hénd on a Bible held byfhi

e

wife, Betty. I3

The Bible was purchased
for- the occasion by their
son, Michael, a theological

student.

Later, in a Drief speech,
Ford drew a burst ofjap-
plause from the Republicans
as he pledged his full ‘fﬁup—
port and loyalty” togthe
President. He also badé an

almost  tearful  “fgnd
good-by” to his colleagues in
the House. %

“I am a Ford, not éfLin—

coln,” he said, smiling. “My
addresses will never be as, . 0t€ notagaing
“Ford’s Worth" ageas man of

eloquent as Lincoln’s. But I/
will do my best to equal his
brevity and plain speaking.”
This is the first i
a vice president h
chosen under th
Amendment to the C
tion, ratified by th
1967. -
Yesterday 4 “ﬂ er
surprises- dumng” the long
hours of House debate" over,.
tie Ta
cused the nominee of lack-
ing the qualities of leader-
ship. Republicans and other
Democrats, also as expect-
ed, praised him as a man of
- honer. honesty, dedication
and integrity. i
‘velopment came ag Repre-
sentative Peter W. Rodino of
New Jersey, chairman of
the House Judiciary Com-
mittee that handled the Forg
hearings, announced that he
-would vote against confir-
mation.
“During the weeks fdf I
Spent reviewing merry’s
public and privatelife, 1
have:: BY.8rown 10 respect
his character and integrity
more,”
hushed house.

© * However, noting that his

Newark district “typifies the

plight which the cities of our
hation face today,’* and ac.

cusing the Nixon Adminis-
'ti‘ationqof fai
needs of ‘the“poor and disad-
vantaged, Rodi 0 Said:

. istration’s

edji.ac-

Rodino told tp e,

ailingito meet the

* “I'Wote rofagainst Gérald «

great integrity, but in dis:
sent with the present admin-
indifference t o
the plight of so many Ameri-
cans.” '

~ The -debate was low-key,
even on the part of the nomi-

- hee’s severest critics, who

knew from the start that -

- they could not block the con-

firmation.

But the drama of the day:
was heightened by the reali-
zation of those present that
with Ford installed as vice
President, sentiment for im-
peachment of Mr. Nixon -
OF pressure on him to resign
— Wwould intensify in tle
weeks or months ahead.

Many Democrats have:
openly called for impeach-

. ment, but until now most

Republ cans have spoken of
it? guardedly, and usually .
only among themseives.
Yet, there are strong indica-
tions that mary Repbulicans
are becoming increasingly
concerned over the tar-
nished image of their party
in the wake oft he Watergaie
scandals, the Agnew: affair,
and allegations of Various
political misdeeds By ‘the
Nixon administration.

The possibility that My,
Nizon might not serve out
his.term was raised repeat-
edly during the day’s debate
by both Democrats and Re-
publicans. ‘
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