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G
erald F

ord: A
 P

olitical T
hreat to the P

resident 
T

he rem
orseless, crum

bling erosion 
of P

resident N
ixon's standing w

here it 
counts m

ost—
in the bosom

 of his ow
n 

p
arty

—
h
as n

o
w

 m
o
v
ed

 to
 a p

o
in

t o
f 

m
axim

um
 danger w

ith the accession, 
e
x
p
e
c
te

d
 la

te
 to

d
a
y
, o

f G
e
ra

ld
 R

. 
F

o
rd

 as th
e n

atio
n
's 4

0
th

 V
ice P

resi-
dent. 

T
he fact that M

r. N
ixon now

 has an 
h
eir-ap

p
aren

t, in
 th

e v
iew

 o
f h

ig
h
ly

-
p
laced

 p
arty

 lead
ers, w

ill lead
 to

 tw
o
 

inescapable actions: 
F

irst, lo
u
d
er, m

o
re in

sisten
t p

u
b
lic 

d
em

an
d
s fro

m
 h

is o
w

n
 p

arty
 th

at h
e 

te
ll th

e
 tru

th
 a

b
o
u
t a

ll a
sp

e
c
ts o

f 
W

atergate, a dem
and S

en. H
ugh S

cott 
o
f P

en
n
sy

lv
an

ia, th
e S

en
ate R

ep
u
b
li-

can leader, clearly presaged last w
eek 

w
h
en

 h
e said

: "P
ro

m
ise o

f can
d
o
r is 

fine but actual com
plete candor is es-

sential." 
S

eco
n
d
 (an

d
 p

o
ten

tially
 far m

o
re 

dam
aging to M

r. N
ixon), dem

ands by 
R

epublicans running for office in the 
1
9
7
4
 g

en
eral electio

n
 th

at h
e eith

er 
resign or face im

peachm
ent. 

T
o m

any rank-and-file party m
en in 

C
ongress and their leaders, the ringing 

announcem
ent by M

elvin R
. L

aird that 
he w

ould be resigning his W
hite H

ouse 
job soon after F

ord's vice presidential 
sw

earing-in w
as a clear signal. 

"M
el w

as say
in

g
," o

n
e p

arty
 eld

er 
told us that once G

erry is conm
firm

ed, 
obligations inside the party, to defend 
an

d
 p

ro
tect R

ich
ard

 M
. N

ix
o
n
 w

ill 
end." 

W
hether L

aird intended such inter-
p
retatio

n
, h

is o
ld

 co
n
g
ressio

n
al co

l-
leagues are convinced he w

as saying, 
in effect, that he has found the N

ixon 
presidency quite incapable of the top-
to-bottom

 reform
 so clearly dem

anded 
by the W

atergate disasters. 
S

cott's w
arning that M

r. N
ixon "isn't 

going to get out of this m
ess unless w

e 
h
av

e an
 an

sw
er to

 all o
f th

e ch
arg

es" 
w

as n
o
 su

d
d
en

 o
u
tb

u
rst. T

o
 th

e co
n
-

trary
, S

co
tt h

as b
een

 h
av

in
g
 h

o
u
rs-

lo
n
g
 co

n
v
ersatio

n
s w

ith
 m

an
y
 o

f h
is 

R
ep

u
b
lican

 co
lleag

u
es in

 th
e S

en
ate, 

in
clu

d
in

g
 m

an
y
 n

atu
ral N

ix
o
n
 allies, 

such as S
ens. John T

ow
er of T

exas and 
W

illiam
 B

rock of T
ennessee. 

H
is c

o
n
c
e
rn

 is g
e
n
u
in

e
, a

n
d
 it 

sp
rin

g
s fro

m
 th

is: th
at as th

e 1
9
7
4
 

cam
paign com

es closer, every R
epubli-

can candidate is going to w
orry about 

the N
ixon drag on his ow

n race. S
cott 

an
d
 h

is S
en

ate in
tim

ates are w
arn

in
g
 

th
e P

resid
en

t th
at n

o
t m

u
ch

 tim
e is 

left for him
 to m

ake good on his recur-
ring prom

ises to com
e clean. 

M
oreover, the m

enacing instinct of 
th

e p
ack

 is clearly
 p

erceiv
ed

 in
 p

arty
  

reaction to several W
hite H

ouse ploys 
having only indirect connection. to the 
searin

g
 issu

e o
f th

e W
aterg

ate tap
es 

an
d
 o

v
erall p

resid
en

tial d
isclo

su
re. 

O
ne of these w

as the seem
ing attem

pt 
on N

ov. 29 by R
onald Z

iegler, the P
res-

ident's press secretary and handholder, 
to

 d
estro

y
 th

e rep
u
tatio

n
 o

f J. F
red

 
B

uzhardt, the top W
hite H

ouse W
ater-

gate law
yer. 

A
n ideologically conservative S

outh 
C

arolinian of im
peccable integrity, B

u-
zhardt w

as shattered w
hen Z

iegler im
-

plied he had lost control of his m
oun-

tain
o
u
s W

aterg
ate w

o
rk

lo
ad

, b
u
t h

is 
pow

erful political friends w
ere furious. 

S
uch W

hite H
ouse aides as B

ryce H
ar-

low
, L

aird and even chief of staff A
lex-

ander H
aig actually interceded against 

Z
iegler. W

hy, then, did Z
iegler m

ake 
his snide rem

arks? 
"B

ecause," one know
ing official said, 

"N
ixon felt B

uzhardt w
asn't enthusias-

tic enough about the official explana-
tio

n
 o

f th
e lo

st 1
8
 m

in
u
tes (o

n
 . th

e 
June 20, 1972, W

hite H
ouse tape) and 

he told R
on to let him

 have it." 
A

gain, no proof exists. B
ut the uni-

v
ersal R

ep
u
b
lican

 reactio
n
 w

as th
at 

M
r. N

ixon w
as selling out a loyal aide, 

as h
e h

ad
 so

 m
an

y
 o

th
ers in

 h
is d

es-
perate attem

pts to pin the blam
e else-

w
here. 

F
inally, a speech m

ade by a m
iddle-

lev
el W

h
ite H

o
u
se aid

e, B
ru

ce H
er-

schensohn, last F
riday (N

ov. 30) has in-
fu

riated
 R

ep
u
b
lican

 lo
y
alists. H

er-
schensohn, a deputy special assistant 
to M

r. N
ixon, ridiculed the U

.S
. W

ater-
gate grand jury indictm

ent of D
w

ight 
C

hapin, M
r. N

ixon's form
er appoint-

m
ents secretary, on four counts of per-

jury. 
"T

h
e n

atio
n
 o

w
es h

im
 (C

h
ap

in
) 

thanks, not scorn, for the w
ork he did 

on the P
resident's trip to C

hina and the 
S

oviet U
nion," H

erschensohn told the 
L

os A
ngeles C

ham
ber of C

om
m

erce. 
T

his attack on a federal grand jury by 
a W

hite H
ouse aide traveling the coun-

try on taxpayer m
oney has not helped 

the P
resident w

ith the rank-and-file of 
his ow

n party now
 dem

anding radical 
change in the N

ixon W
hite H

ouse. 
T

h
e accessio

n
 o

f V
ice P

resid
en

t 
F

ord w
ill loosen R

epublican tongues 
from

 earlier inhibitions against public 
criticism

. A
lth

o
u
g
h
 p

resid
en

tial in
ti-

m
ates count only around half a dozen 

R
epublicans in the H

ouse as w
illing to 

vote for im
peachm

ent today, that m
i-

nuscule num
ber m

ay now
 sw

ell w
ith 

an
 h

eir-ap
p
aren

t read
y
 to

 tak
e o

v
er 

and a P
resident still tied to coverup. 
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