
WXPosf 	 DE C 5 1973 
--' 	— -. 	- 	 41-1N rioort , appe op Russians Car Phones 

d  
the most valuable intelligence 
pipelines the United States 
had in the Soviet Union. 

Among the Soviet officials 
who were tapped by the 
Gamma Gupy system were So-
viet Party General Secretary 

years ending in 1971, accord- Leonid Brezhnev, President 
ing to former intelligence Nikolai Podgorny and Premier 
sourc4Hamillar with the oper- Alexei Kosygin. 
atom 	 The top-secret operation was 

The project ,code-named conducted by the Central In-
Gamma Gupy, was terminated telligerl Agency in collabora-
in late' 1971 after some details tiori with the National Secu-
of it§, operation were disclosed rity Agency—the - govern-
by H.lumniat Jack Anderson. ment's chief gatherer of intel- 

A former intelligence k offi- ligence by electronic means. 
cial who had access to the Anderson's column, - which 
transcripts of the tnompred appeared on Sept 16, 1971, did 
conversations in Moscow de- not specify the means by 

r bed the system as one of which the conversations of top 

By Laurence Stern 
Washing-ton Post Staff Writer 

The U.S. government sys-
tematically monitored the lim-
ousine radios of top Soviet of-
ficials in Moscow for several 

Kremlin officials was trans-
mitted to Washington. 

Intelligence sources here 
said the Soviet limousine tele-
phone traffic was susceptible 
to interception because the 
phones were not sufficiently 
"scrambled"—a technique for 
making spoken words snoop-
proof. 

(The name of the telephone 
tap operation is reportedly an 
NSA code classification indi-
cating the priority and secrecy 
of the mission.) 

Anderson said yesterday 
that after his column ap-
peared he was invited to lunch 
with then CIA Director Rich-
ard M: Helnis -an& askedc by 
Helms not to divulge the  

means by which the intercep-
tion was made. Helms also re-
quested, Anderson _said, that 
the project not be referred to 
again. 

The columnist saidhis origi-
nal source on the oqret tap 
told him the Russiags`Thad al-
ready realized their phone 
traffic was beingmonitored. 
Otherwise, he 

being. 
	he 

would not have ibritten the 
column. Anderson said he 
agreed not to mention details 
of the system andspecifically 
promised Helms nit to allude 
to the operation In his book, 
The AxrdersnniPapers. 

A CIA spokesman sai yes- 
- See GAMMA, Alkt 1. 1 

GAMMA; From Al 
terday the CIA.ihad no com-
ment on any Apect of the 
matter. 

There was only one other 
published reference to the 
Moscow taps—a passing allu-
sion in The Wall Street Jour-
nal of May 8, 1973 to the fact 
that "the CIA was busily mon-
itoring the radiotelephones -in 
Mr. Brezhnev's limousine as 
he sped around Moscow and 
out to the country for week-
ends." 

A former intelligence„ offi-
cial who had access td the 
Gamma Gupy traffic charac-
terized the original 1971 leak 
as "completely gratuitous—it 
served no purpose and -blew 
our best intelligence source in 
the Soviet Union." 

There has been widespread 
conjecture that the White 
House Special Investigations 
Unit, known as the Plumbers, 
was investigating a news leak 
in the fall of 1971 that compro-
mised -an important intelli-
gence source in the Soviet Un- 

Ion. 
White House special counsel, 

J. Fred Buzhardt • had been 
seekirig to discourage  the in-
dictment of John D. Ehrlich-
man, Charles W. ColsorCand 
Egil (Bud) Krogh, all fotmer 
presidential aides, on gi&incls 
that the prosecution of their. 
cases? would jeopardi 	• na- 
tional security. 

Erhlichman, testifyi 	last. 
June in his Californi4 real, 
said the responsibilitie as-
signed the Plumbers i uded 
the Pentagon Tapers. the 
SALT talk leak "and . . the 
third one which had4o 
with the disclosure ot CIA 
Source in a foreign country—
and then the fourth, one, 
which I am not at liberty to 
discuss:: 	, 

The nature of the third and 
fourth news 4eaks has never 
been officially identified.. 


