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Washington Post Staff Writers 
Sen.. John E. Stenizi,a, 

Miss.) said yesterday that he 
had never agreed to the final 
White ,House version of the 
proposed Watergate tapes 
comprOmise that figured in 
the firing of Special Water-

I  gate Prosecutor Archibald 
Cox. 

In a telephone interview 
yesterday, Stennis said he 
"had no idea" that the White 
House wanted him to authenti-
catt a transcript of the.. sub-
poenaed tapes to be given to 
the federal court here in'place 
of the tapes themselves. 

Stennis said he had under-
stood that he would authenti-
cate only two copies of Aran-
scripts of the tapes, neither of 
them for the court. 

"I was to deliver two copies, 
one for the White House and 
one for the Senate Watergate 
committee," Stennis Said. 
"There Was never any mention 
about the court. I wouldn't 
have done it if there was. No, 
no, no, I was once a judge and 
the courts can ask for what, 
they want." 

On Friday, Oct. 19, when the 
White House announced the 
tapes compromise, President 
Nixon said that Stennis had 
"consented" to authenticate a 
tape transcript, copies of 
which would be made availa- 
ble to "Judge (John J.) Sirica 
--and also to the Senate Select 
committee." 

Stennis said yesterdayp that 
he did not recall reading the 
White House statement. 

An associate of the senator 
said 	th at 	Stennis 	was 
"surprised and somewhat flab- 
bergasted" when he learned of 
what he considered the Millet- , 
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say whether he was surprised. 
explaining that he didn't want 
to get into a dispute with the 
White House. "It was a new 
angle, that's all I'll say," he 
said. 

The White House has 
cited the refusal of Cox to 
accept an authenticated 
written version of the tapes 
—the so-called "Stennis 
compromise"—arthe major, 
public justification for fir-
ing Cox on Oct. 20. 

White House sources have 
previonsly reported that the 
presidential maneuvering on 
the tapes compromige was 
de4gned to create 	fron- 
tatisn in which 	could 
be accused of rejecting a 
reasonable compromise and 
then be fired. 

Stennis said yesterday 
that the White House would 
have been free to turn over 
their copy of the authenti-
cated version to the court, 
but, as a former judge, he 
suspected that such a move 
would; not have been ac- 
cepte 	the court. "But 
that' a matter for me to 

.'Nixon on Oct. -19. Two days 
4yarkberiltIlte) Senate commit-
tee hadloSt Its 'court case to 
obtain the tapes by sub-
poena, and Sen. Ervin said 
the Stennis compromise was 
better than th' 

Samuel Dash, the chief 
Watergate committee coun-
sel, said yesterday that the 
White House offer of the au-
thenticated version "was 
presented as a separate of-
fer to the committee and 
was not tied to Cox. 	. 

"Sen. Ervin had no im-
pression that the offer. in-
volved Cox at all," Dash 
said. 

Stennis never actually'-au-
thenticated a version of • the 
tapes because the • White 
House later agreed to give 
themselves the tapes- di-
rectly to Judge Sirica, and 
withdraw the offer of an au-
thenticated version for the-
Senate committee. 

During the White House 
negotiations the week be-
fore the Cox firing, partici-
pants outside the White 
House were told very differ-
ent versions of proposals 
and the President's inten-
tions, according to sources 
in the Justice Department, 
the Senate and White House 
itself. - 

SEN. JOHN C. ST 
.. no mention of court 

Haig and. Buznardt visited 
Stennis on Monday after- 
noon, Oct. 15, at his Senate 
office to first ask him to 
verify a transcript of the 
tapes, the sources said. 

According to Stennis asso-
ciates, Stennis understood 
the final agreement reached 
on Friday to mean that he 
would provide a verbatim • 
transcript of all Watergate 
related discussions on the 
tapes. The White House 
claims that Stennis waq only 
to provide summaries,-which 
would not include all the 
exact language. 

Sen. Ervin also has com-
plained that he was misled 
by the White House about 
the form that the authenti-
cated version would take. 

Despite the White House 
contention that Ervin had' 
agreed to accept summaries, 
Ervin said in an Oct. 23 tele- 
gram to the White House 
that the agreement was to 
furnish verbatim copy of 
the exact words as recorded 
on the tapes." 

In his Oct. 20 statement 
on the "Stennis ' compro- 
mise," the President focused 
on his own role, saying„ "I 
will voluntarily make availa- 
ble it9 Judge Sirica—and 
als,  • tp the Senate select 
co • ttee—a statement of 
th Watergate-related 'por 
tienS of the tapes, prepared 
and authenticated in the 
fashion I have described." 

The next day Stennis lard 
Publicly that he was prepar- 
ing „only two authenticated 
co 	, one for the Senate 
co 	ittee and one for the 
Peeilident. White House offi-
cials then began saying that 
the President's copy would 
be made available to Judge 
Sirica. 

But according to Stennis 
associates, Stennis did not 
want to be part of any ar-
rangement involving the 
court that had not won ap-
proval of Richardson, Cox 
and the court. 

Tape Gap Known 
Early by Haldeman 
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e White House that indi-
that• Judge Sirica would 
copy of the transcript. 
nnis himself would not 
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stay t of," he added. 	Former U.S. Attorney Onbct. 21, the day after General Elliot L. Richard-tht. fiOng of Cox, the Presi- son was not aware that de 	wyers were plan- Stennis had been enlisted nin 	gue that the Sten- only to provide an authenti- nis c gtorkse amounted to cated version for the Senate compliance with a U.S. Cir- committee, according to in-cuit Court of Appeals order formed sources. Stennis did directing the President to not disucss the proposal turn over the tapes to Judge with either Richardson or  
Sirica. 	 Cox in the week before the Under the court ruling, Cox firing, the sources said 
Judge Sirica was to receive 	Prior to Oct. 15, when the the tapes, listen to them and notion of an authenticated turn over all. Watergate-rela- written version of the tapes ted discussions to Cox. 	was first seriously raised by 

An associate of Stennis the White House, the  said that Stennis did not say sources said, the President earlier that he had no idea himself was intending to act the compromise applied to as the authenticatoY, with the court because he did not no outside person such as  want to compound the Presi- Stennis to verify the Presi-dent's Watergate problems. -, dent's version.  
. Sens. Sam J. Ervin Jr..and 	According to one White  

House. source, the President Howard Baker, the chair- 
man and vice, chairman 	-teld'hiS chief of staff, Alex- the Watergate committee, ander M. Haig .Jr, that he 
agreed to accept a Stennis- would resign if he was authenticated. version of the forced to turn over the tapes. 
tapes in a White House.- Haig and Special preSiden- 
meeting with President -tial counsel J. Fred Buz-

hardt then went to work on 	  a compromise. 


