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T
he 1974 E

lections: D
espair A

m
ong R

epublicans 
R

epublicans in C
ongress facing the 

co
n
g
ressio

n
al electio

n
s in

 1
9
7
4
 are 

alarm
ed

 alm
o
st to

 th
e p

o
in

t o
f p

an
ic 

o
v
er th

eir fate. P
erso

n
al so

u
n
d
in

g
s, 

polls, every possible indicator point to 
disaster. 

W
ith

 "O
p
eratio

n
 C

an
d
o
r" an

d
 th

e 
farce of the tapes serving to w

iden the 
credibility gap, these beleaguered m

en 
and w

om
en are talking about how

 the 
P

resident can best help their chances. 
M

an
y
 b

eliev
e th

e g
reatest serv

ice h
e 

co
u
ld

 p
erfo

rm
 w

o
u
ld

 b
e to

 leav
e th

e 
o
ffice. W

ith
 th

e co
n
firm

atio
n
 o

f G
er-

ald F
ord as V

ice P
resident, his succes-

sio
n
 to

 th
e p

resid
en

cy
 w

o
u
ld

 satisfy
 

m
ost R

epublicans and give th
e p

arty
 a 

new
 look. 

R
u
m

o
rs circu

late o
f a n

ew
 b

o
m

b
-

shell w
ith an explosive charge greater 

than that of the m
ysterious gap in the 

critical tap
e o

f th
e N

ix
o
n
-H

ald
em

an
 

discussion of the W
atergate break-in. 

T
he rum

ors have it that m
issing docu-

m
en

ts, if th
ey

 can
 b

e d
red

g
ed

 u
p
 b

y
 

S
pecial P

rosecutor L
eon Jaw

orski, w
ill 

show
 an even closer link betw

een the 
P

resident and the W
atergate cover-up. 

W
hile it is still only a w

hisper in the  

cloakroom
s, the grow

ing belief is that 
at som

e point in the near future R
epub-

lic
a
n
 le

a
d
e
rs w

ill d
e
sc

e
n
d
 o

n
 th

e
 

W
h
ite H

o
u
se in

 th
e u

tm
o
st p

riv
acy

. 
T

h
ey

 w
ill tell th

e P
resid

en
t h

e h
as n

o
 

ch
o
ice b

u
t to

 resig
n
 if th

e p
arty

 is to
 

escape ruin w
ith N

ixon loyalists facing 
certain

 d
efeat. A

fter th
e alm

o
st cer-

tain rout of 1974 w
ith D

em
ocratic m

a-
jorities in S

enate and H
ouse sufficient 

to override any N
iixon veto, 1976 w

ill 
be a question m

ark.. 
S

uch a delegation w
ould necessarily 

include party conservatives w
ith S

en. 
B

arry
 G

o
ld

w
ater in

 th
e fo

refro
n
t. 

G
o
ld

w
ater h

as b
een

 rem
ark

ab
ly

 can
-

d
id

 in
 recen

t w
eek

s o
n
 th

e cred
ib

ility
 

g
ap

 an
d
 th

e w
ay

 it h
as en

g
u
lfed

 th
e 

W
h
ite H

o
u
se. W

h
eth

er th
e P

resid
en

t 
w

o
u
ld

 reb
u
ff th

is d
em

an
d
 as h

e h
ad

 
b
ru

sh
ed

 o
ff th

e clam
o
r in

 th
e m

ed
ia 

for his resignation, no one can say. 
T

he creaking delay in the im
peach-

m
en

t p
ro

cess is o
n
e reaso

n
 fo

r th
e 

grow
ing conviction am

ong R
epublicans 

in
 C

o
n
g
ress th

at resig
n
atio

n
 is th

e 
o
n
ly

 w
ay

 o
u
t. T

h
e H

o
u
se Ju

d
iciary

 
C

o
m

m
ittee ch

arg
ed

 w
ith

 th
e in

q
u
iry

 
in

to
 w

h
eth

er g
ro

u
n
d
s fo

r A
rticles o

f 
Im

peachm
ent exist w

ill take w
ell into 

F
eb

ru
ary

 an
d
 p

erh
ap

s M
arch

 b
efo

re 
any concluA

ion is reached. S
hould the 

H
ouse vote A

rticles of Im
peachm

ent, 
th

e S
en

ate w
o
u
ld

 b
e req

u
ired

 to
 p

ro
-

ceed
 w

ith
 a trial th

at co
u
ld

 tak
e sev

-
eral m

onths. 
In the interval the W

hite H
ouse and 

th
e R

ep
u
b
lican

 N
atio

n
al C

o
m

m
ittee 

are directing a strenuous cam
paign to 

rev
iv

e th
e P

resid
en

t's h
o
ld

 o
n
 th

e o
f-

fice, if n
o
t h

is p
erso

n
al im

ag
e. T

h
e 

W
hite H

ouse sessions w
ith m

em
bers of 

C
o
n
g
ress are o

n
ly

 a p
art' o

f th
e cam

-
p
aig

n
 an

d
 th

u
s far th

ey
 seem

 to
 h

av
e 

produced little but m
ore doubt. 

N
ew

spaper ads calling for support of 
the P

resident are being placed around 
the country. T

he N
ational C

om
m

ittee 
says these are largely spontaneous ef-
fo

rts b
y
 lo

cal R
ep

u
b
lican

s alth
o
u
g
h
 

th
e co

m
m

ittee h
as fu

rn
ish

ed
 sam

p
le 

ads. T
he N

ational C
om

m
ittee for F

air-
n
ess to

 th
e P

resid
en

cy
, h

ead
ed

 b
y
 

R
abbi B

ernard K
orf, has placed a num

-
b
er o

f ap
p
eals an

d
 th

ey
 serv

e o
th

er 
groups as a m

odel. R
allies for support 

of N
ixon have been organized in L

os 
A

ngeles, W
ashington, O

klahom
a C

ity 
and other centers. 

M
ajo

rity
 L

ead
er M

ik
e M

an
sfield

 
say

s ad
s ap

p
earin

g
 in

 n
ew

sp
ap

ers in
 

his hom
e state of M

ontana have influ-
enced the m

ail he receives. A
lthough 

the volum
e is nothing like as heavy as 

it w
as after the S

aturday N
ight m

assa-
cre, it is n

o
w

 ru
n
n
in

g
 at ab

o
u
t 5

0
-5

0
 

for im
peachm

ent or resignation on the 
one hand and for support for N

ixon on 
the other. 

L
ike a cat w

ith nine lives N
ixon m

ay 
su

rv
iv

e th
is crisis as h

e h
as su

rv
iv

ed
 

the others in his troubled past. T
hat is 

the view
 of senior senators canvassed 

by this reporter. C
ertainly his present 

crisis is o
f a m

ag
n
itu

d
e ad

d
in

g
 u

p
 to

 
th

o
se h

e d
escrib

es in
 h

is b
o
o
k
 "S

ix
 

C
rises." 
T

he despair over 1974 is undeniable. 
In the H

ouse .192 R
epublicans are up 

for re-election w
ith the exception of a 

half dozen w
ho have already declared 

their intention to retire. O
n the S

enate 
side, 15 R

epublicans are up. T
hey m

ust 
all o

p
erate d

o
-it-y

o
u
rself cam

p
aig

n
s 

since national m
oney is drying up and 

a P
resid

en
t so

 d
eep

ly
 m

ired
 can

 h
elp

 
m

ost by staying out of the cam
paign. 
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