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Carmine S. Bellino, chief Watergate investigator. 
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A Senate subcommittee 
divided along partisan lines 
has cleared Carmine S. Bel-
lino, chief investigator for 
the Senate select Watergate 
committee, of charges by 
Republican officials that he 
participated in plans to elec-
tronically eavesdrop on 
Richard M. Nixon during 
the 1960 presidential cam-
paign. 

Sens. Heman E. Talmadge 
(D-Ga.) and Daniel K. In-
ouye (D-Hawaii), the Demo-
cratic majority on the three-
member subcommittee of 
the Senate Watergate com-
mittee, concluded in a re-
port released by Committee 
Chairman Sam J Ervin Jr. 
D-N.C.): 

. . that there is no di-
rect, competent or credible 
evidence to sustain the'  

charges against Bellino that 
he participated in electronic 
eavesdropping or in the 
planning of electronic eaves-
dropping" against Mr. Nixon 
in 1960. 

The majority report also 
concluded that there is "no 
basis for discharging Mr. 
Bellino," who is a veteran 
congressional investigator. 

The third member of the 
subcommittee, Sen. Edward 
J. Gurney (R-Fla.), said in a 
minority report that he 
agreed with the majority 
that "there is no direct evi-
dence to sustain the charges 
of electronic surveillance by 
Bellino." 

Gurney nevertheless ex-
pressed strong criticism of 
Bellino. He said there is 
"some credible evidence of 
contemplated electronic sur-
veillance, although there is 
much conflicting testimo- 
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Investigator Cleared 
ny." Gurney also criticized 
Bellino's acknowledgement 
that he conducted personal 
surveillance of some per-
sons in connection with his 
presidential campaign du-
ties for then-Sen. John F. 
Kennedy in 1960. 

Ervin said he concurred 
in the subcommittee's ma-
jority report and that he 
was "constrained to say that 
if the charge against Mr. 
Bellino had been made in a 
court of law, the court 
would have had to reject the 
charge on the ground that 
there was not a scintilla of 
competent or credible evi-
dence to sustain it." 

Ervin called Bellino "a 
faithful public servant of ex-
emplary character." 

The controversy over Bel-
lino surfaced last July when 
Republican National Com-
mittee • Chairman George 
Bush released two affidavits 
that he said raised "very se-
rious questions about" Belli-
no's conduct in the 1960 
campaign. 

Bush said the affidavits 
indicated Bellino may have 
been involved in a plan to 
bug hotel space occupied by 
then-Vice President Nixon 
in preparation for his tele-
vised debates with Mr. Ken-
hedy. Bush and 22 Republi-
can senators called for a 
Senate investigation, and 
Ervin appointed a subcom-
mittee to do the job. 

One of the affidavits 
against Bellino came from 
private investigator John 
Wolf Leon, who died two 
weeks before Bush released 
his affidavit, and the other 
came from Joseph W. Shi-
mon, a private investigator 
and forme'r District of Co-
lumbia policeman. 

Leon alleged, according to  

the subcommittee report, 
that on the morning follow- 
ing one of the Kennedy- 
Nixon televised debates, Oli-
ver W. Angelone, an associ- 
ate of Bellino, remarked in 
a reference to Kennedy 
campaign worker Edward 
Murray Jones, that "Jonesy 
really did his job well this 
time." 

The subcominittee said 
Leon said he was "confident 
that Ed Jones and Oliver 
Angelone successfully bug-
ged the Nixon space or 
taped his phones prior to 
the television debate." 

Leon also said Jones had 
said he had "several good 
wiretaps going for Bellino," 
including ones on three min-
isters suspected of distribut-
ing anti-Catholic literature 
directed against Mr. Ken-
nedy in the 1960 campaign. 

Shimon, in sworn testi-
mony before the subcommit-
tee, said that Angelone ap-
proached him in 1960 with a 
plan to install eavesdrop-
ping devices in space to be 
occupied by Republican 
campaigners in the Ward-
man Park (now Sheraton 
Park) Hotel, but that Shi-
mon declined to become a 
member of the alleged bug-
ging team. Shimon said An-
gelone told him he was 
working for Bellino, the sub-
committee report said. 

Jones, Angelone and Bel-
lino all denied any knowl-
edge of any 1960 bugging 
plan to the subcommittee. 
Bellino acknowledged that 
he may have used Jones 
once for personal surveil-
lance of former Republican 
Rep. 0. K. Armstrong who 
had organized a meeting of 
ministers at which anti- 

Catholic literature was to be 
distributed. 

Bellino said he was at- 
tempting to determine if 
Armstrong was in contact 
with Republican leaders be-
fore the meeting. Bellino de- 
nied ever engaging in any 
bugging in the 1960 cam-
paign. 

In all, the subcommittee 
said it interviewed more 
than 25 witnesses over a 21  -
month period, including for-
mer Republican and Demo-
cratic officials active in the 
1960 campaigt who said 
they had no indication that 
there was ever any bugging 
directed against Mr. Nixon 
or anyone else in that cam-
paign. 

Not mentioned in the re-
port is the information from 
sources on the Senate com-
mittee staff that one of the 
persons who helped the Re-
publican National Commit-' 
tee in obtaining the allega-
tions against Bellino was 
John (Fat Jack)' Buckley, a 
former Office of Economic 
Opportunity official: 

During the Watergate 
hearings, Buckley acknowl-
edged that while employed 
at 0E0 he had received doc-
uments photographed by a 
spy in the presidential cam-
paign of Sen. Edmund 
Muskie (D-Maine) in 1972, 
and had passed them on to 
the Nixon campaign through 
E. Howard Hunt Jr., later to 
be one of the Watergate con-
spirators. 

Several 	Democratic 
sources on the Senate 
Watergate committee, who 
did not wish to be named, 
have charged that the Re-
publicans initiated the in-
vestigation of Bellino to 
hamper his effectiveness as 
a committee investigator. 


