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Rose Mary ‘Awfully Upset’
At White House

Washington. .. ..

Rose Mary Woods is “aw-
fully upset,” her lawyer said
last: night, about the way
that. the White House law-
vers have been handling the
case of the 18-minute gapin
a Watergate tape — and the
way that they have been
portraying her role in creat-
ing that gap.

The lawyer. Charles S.
Rhyne, made it clear that he
is upset as well, and that he
feels that the White House
lawyers have behaved im-
properly in their dealings
with Miss Woods.

And, he said, he has been
getting telephone calls from
lawyers across the country,
and those lawyers are “‘ab-
solutely incensed at the law-
yers” in the White House.

Last Monday, Miss Woods,
President Nixon’s personal
secretary, testified that she

had inadvertently pressed
the wrong button on her tape
recorder while reviewing the
tape on October 1. When she
realized her mistake, she re-
played the tape, she said,
and found that for a few
minutes, all she could hear
was a . “shrill” buzzing.

Miss Woods testified that
she did not think her “terri-
ble mistake,” as she had
phrased it, could have obli-
terated the entire 18-minute
segment. But in a written
document presented to the
court last Monday in the
President’s behalf, one of
his lawyers, .J Fred Buz-
hardt Jr.! said that the en-
tire gap was believed to be
caused by that error.
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Newsweek magazine
quotes Rhyne, in its edition
to be released today, as tell-
ing a friend that the White
House lawyers were ‘throw-
ing’ Miss Woods “to the
wolves,” and that they sent
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her to court ‘like a lamb to
the slaughter.”

In a telephone interview
last night. Rhyne said that
he did not “know where
Newsweelk got those
quotes.” for he had not spo-
ken to anyone from the ma-
gazine or indeed, he said,
discussed the case with any
of his friends.

But he readily conceded —
as he indicated at times in
court last week —that he
was unhhppy with the man-
ner in which the President’s
legal staff has been dealing
with Miss Woods.

Rhyne’s complaints go
back to Miss Woods first ap-
pearance in the case on Nov-
ember8. At that point, testi-
fying in U.S. district court
here before Judge John J.
Sirica, Mss Woods told of
using “‘every possiblei pre-
cauton” in transcribing the
tape recordings. )

“Everyone said to me:
‘Be terribly careful.’” she
said then. T don’t think I'm
so stupid that they had to go

_over and over it.”

As Rhyne, who came into
the case ten days ago sees
it. the White house lawyers

present in court that day
were.in effect, Miss Woods
lawyers. And as her law-
vers, he said last night, they
had a duty to correct the re-

- cord and remove any “am-

biguity.”

“One of the things you're
supposed to do isndtlet the
record look bad for your
client;” he said.

When Sirica asked Miss
Woods last week why she
had not told him on Novem-
ber 8 about the gap, she said
that no one had asked her
and that she had believed
then that the tape recording
in question — of President
Nixon’s  conversation. on
June '20. 1972. with HR.
Haldeman — was not sub-
poenaed.
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