Report of Blocked Probe

‘Plumbers’ and a US. Spy

Washington s
 The  White House has
sought to block deeper prob-
ing into the ‘activities of the
“plumbers” unit by telling
federal investigators they
might put a foreign agent’s
life in danger, investigative
sources said yesterday.

The sources said investi-
gators have been warned
they might come across a

Central Intelligence Agency

operation that involved eav- |
esdropping on Soviet lead-
ers. including communist
party chief Leonid I. Breh-
nev. ,

The White House had no
immediate comment.

The operation, although
reported publicly more than
two years ago, apparently is
still considered senstive be-
cause the agent is not an
American and is still living |
outside the U.S. the source:
said. | '

The sources said the plum- |
bers, who burglarized the of- |
fice of Daniel Ellsherg's psy- |
chiatrist, were assigned a!
secret mission to trace a
1971 news leak that threa-
tened to compromise the spy
operation.

- There are indieations that
‘the mission possibly bearing
the ‘mysterious code-name
Project Odessa, involved
wiretapping and other more.
embarrassing, tactics. Fired
special . Watergate -prosecu-
tor' Archibald Cox has said
he tried to get information
* on Project Odessa from the
White House, But couldn't.

The head of the plumbers |
unit, Egil Kogh Jr., said in |
a sworn -affidavit in -May

_that he was told by the CIA
in' 1971 'that a news story
had put.in jeopardy the life
of an intelligence agent.”

Krogh didn't say what the
story was or what was done
about it, but his boss, form-
er White House domestic af-
-falrs adviser John D. Ehr-
lichman, made a vague re-
ference to a still-secret wire-
tapping incident -in .testi-
“mony- before the Senate Wat-
egrate committee,

Chief counsel' Samuel
Dash asked him if he was
aware ‘‘of any wiretapping

_ that was authorized by the

President and also the attor-
ney general with regard to
any particular leaks involv-
ing national security.”

Ehrlichman replied. “The
answer to your question, Mr.
Dash, is yes. It was inrela-
tion to an investigation in
1971. Beyond. that I cannot
go.” K :

In an Aug, 11, 19?1;— memo
from Krogh and David

Young to Ehrlichman, the

men discussed the status of

“their Pentagon Papers pro-
ject and- recommended a
*‘covert operation be under-
taken to examine all the
medical files "still held- by

Ellsberg’s psychoanalyst.””

- Inthe same memo, a par-
agraph was deleted from the
copy supplied to the Water-
gate committee because it

‘was said to involve national

security. White' House law-
yers Leonard Garment and
J. Fred Buzhardt met se-
cretly wit h committee-
Chairman Sam J. ErvinlJr.,
(Dem-N.C.) and Vice Chair-’
‘man Howard H. Baker Jr.,
(Rep-Tenn.) and thé com- .
mittee’s top lawyersto brief
them on the matter.

The panel dropped any-
further probe into the inci- -
dent. ) :
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Five weeks after the
Krogh-Young memo, on
Sept. 6, 1971, coluinnist Jack
Anderson ‘reported the CIA
had been able to eave
on Kremlin.leaders. Ander-
son_ said- yesterday he pub- -
lished the story only becauss
transcripts of the overheard
conversations convinced him
the Soviets were aware they " .
were.being overheard. . »

It was not clear whétl:{e';
that is .the story to which
Krogh referred.
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