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Rose Mary Woods, Presi- -

dent Nixon’s long-time per- ~

sonal secrefary, is prepared
to testify that she erased an
18-minute segment of a key
White House tape subpoen-
aed inthe Watergate investi-
gation, it has been learned.

A high administration
source, confirming Miss
Woods® responsibility for the
erasure, said he presumed it
had been done accidentaﬂzk

The Los Angeles *rime‘éj

learned that on Thanksgiv-

Ing ’-*::éjf day after Mr. Nixon’s
Watergate lawyers diselosed
that an 18-minute segment
of the tape was blank, Miss
Woods decided to consult an
outside lawyer a?_mu’c t}?@

problem — Washmgtonva&—

torney Charles S. Rhyne.

et Rhyne again Satur-
7 e is a friend and

law school classmat:e
~Nigon at Duke’ UI}J
Y4 g

of Mr.
versity. '

The erased portion of the
tape was

evidence
of a conv

the . President and 1. R,
Haldqman, then  White
House' chief of staff, on June

20, 1972 —three days after

the Watergate break-in,

. Rhyne is expe ‘

pected .
re:se-nt Miss Woods attg ?:g
eral court hearing that WIH
_be resumed today on this

“Tdpes. ~~hlam_; :
P “volving the
Rhyne refused to~>—
ment on the matter San,
day and would not s-é‘&
¢ whether he is Tepresenting
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because it was part
ersation between

potentially crucial
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" Miss Woods. “I'm 2 lawyer,

and I've known her for

I - don’t - know --how - many

years,” Rhyne said. “I can’t .

tell you anything.”
Although one administra-
tion official said he under-
stood Miss Woods would
take the witness stand atto-
day’s hearing before U.S.
District Judge John J. Siri-
ca, another source said it is
possible she would invoke
her Fifth Amendment privi-
lege against self-incrimina-
tion and refuse to testify.

Any testimony by Miss
Woods contending that the -

erasure was accidental is
likely to draw intense ques-
tioning by Watergate special
prosecutors because of her
earlier sworn statements re-
' garding the tapes.

On November 8, at a
hearing in Sirvica’s court on
two missing tapes, Miss

Woods testified that she had

spent more than 30 hours &t
Mr. Nixon’s request trying
to transcribe conversations

. on the June 20 tape. which

would have
erased portion.
She gave no indication
during that testimony that.
anything was missing from
Mr. Nixon’s conversation

with Haldeman. She grew

increasingly irritated as as-
sistant Watergate prosecu-
tor Jill Vollner questioned
her about what precautions
she had taken to ensure that
nothing was erased from the
tape.

Miss Woods assured the
persistent Mrs. Vollner that
she had had no difficulty un-
derstanding instructions she’
was given on operating the
tape - playing machine and

- would not have pushed the

erasure button by mistake.

. (The New York Times re-
ported, meanwhile, that a
Washington audio technician
with long experience in tape
.recorders said that, barring
some highly unusual mal-
function in the machine, it

would ‘have-been very diffi- .
cult to wipe out such a long |

passage by mistake.
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(Most tape rexcorders, the
technician said, are die-
signed to prevent such mis-
haps from occurring, even
when the machines are oper-
ated by novices.)

In disclosing the missing
18minute segment last
Wednesday, J. Fred Buz-
hardt, Mr. Nixon’s Water-
gate counsel, described it as
a ‘“‘phenomenon.” He later
told newsmen, “We don’t
know what the character of
the problem is.” :

Buzhardt said the June 20 -
discussion between Mr. Nix--:
on and Haldeman broke off
into “‘an audible tone and no
conversation’” for the 18-
minute interval.

In her November 8 testi-
mony, Miss Woods discussed
the Haldeman-Nixon conver- ;
sation as if it were part of a
discussion alse involving
John D. Ehrlichman, the
President’s former chief
domestic adviser.
© According to logsof Mr.
Nixon’s June 20 activities,
from. 10:30 a.m. to 11:30
a.m. he met with Ehrlich-
man. The meeting with
Haldeman, including the
blank 18 minutes, apparent-
ly lasted from 11:30 a.m. to
1 p.m.

In subpoenaing a total of
nine " presidential tapes last
summer, former special
Watergate prosecutor Archi-
bald Cox said of the June 20
meetings of Mr. Nixon,
Haldeman and Ehrlichman:
“This was their first oppor-
tunity for full discussion of
how to handle the Watergate
incident. and Ehrlichman
has testified that Watergate
was indeed the primary sub-
ject -of the meeting . . . Ehr-
lichman and then Haldeman
went to see the President.
The inference that they re-
ported. on Watergate and
may well have received in-
structioitsi is almost irresisti- .
ble.”

Miss Woods, who has
worked for Mr. Nixon for 23
years, took the June 20 tape
with her to Camp David on
Septembeér 29.... .
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