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CHARLOTTE (N.C
Mrs. Juanita Cooper -
Mrs. Gloria Smith. a couple
of bank tellers who live in
South Carolina and who
merely voted for Richard
Nixon in 1972, the mystifying
VIP treatment started in
earnest last December.”

First, each was startled
to receive unexpectedplet-
ters from Nixon on embos--
sed White House stationery,
saying he was “deeply grate-
ful” for their help. b

Then, to their increééing
puzzlement, they .eaqh, re-

ceived gold-colored paper-
weights” and pen holders

with, the: presidential, seal —
gifts from the President.

The Tbarrage: of White
House attention didn’t stop
there, either. There were
more letters, Christmas
cards from President Nixon

and Vice President A
and engraved special ir V
tions to the January inau-
guration, including the for-
mal ball. And there was' a
sculptured plastic star with
the presidential seal resting
on a small wood stand and
bearing a Plaque that read:
“With  deep appreciation
Richard Nixon November
1972,

Mrs. Cooper,.-a 50 year old
bank teller “in Greenville,
and Mrs. Smith, a 37 vear
old tel ]
hadn’t “eontril
Nixon's campaign or @&y
rang doorbells to hel
reelection.  Their 1l
than-$10,000-a-year s
made them unlikely ol
pects for Nixon fund-raisers.

Nevertheless, throughout
most of theyear, the women
were ‘treated as though they
had contributed big bundles
ofiimoney. And their names
were turned up on the Re-

publicans’ “‘fat-cat” list, a
roster of big donors that in-

cludes Henry I o IHIE
Paul 'Gﬁ&l*ﬁ%%%\%%’ﬁ%hes
Until she was-told

and.Bob Hope.

neither
woman: colild. figure, %t why
she had been the objeét of
sgomuch attention by the
President of the United
States. 2

-As bahk tellers, both wom-
en happened to sign cash-
ier’s checks for honest-
to-goodness donors fo ‘the
President’s campaign. Such
a check carries onlygthe
name of the recipient of the
money and of the teller issu-
ing it.

namied 6F

list of “fat cats’

by i

When the campaign
checks — one for $15,000
signed . by Mrs. Cooper and
one . for $18,000 signed by .
Mrs. Smith — arrived at the
Committee for the Re-elec-
tion of the President, some-
one mistakenly listed the

—Turn to Page 13, Col. 4

‘ars and put them on
coniributor list.

o

"],;f‘ﬁcc?ordmg to Common

Capse, the Washingbon-

; baSEEi “citizens lobhy,”

Mg, Ceoper, whe worlis for
lémxi%ens & Sowihern National
Bask, hafl been credited
- with tive eontribution of H.S.
MeKissick of Greenville,
. president of Alice Manugfac-
turing Co., a textile ﬁlm in
Easley, S.€. Mrs. Smith,
'who worles for South Caroli-
na National Bank, was cred-
ited” with the contribufion
“8f the Self family of Green-
"wood, Commen Cause said.
James Self is president of
Graemwood MIls.
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Two surprised ‘skinnies

rs. Juanita Cooper and some of her

_ The unexpeeted attention
from, the White House hag
been m.gousce of amusement

Juanita Cooper brought

her star to the -bank 10 show
her doubting colleagmes.’
“They ooked and aghed and
wanted it and didn’t believe
,” she says.

A card, personally signed
by iNixon, came with the
plastic star and reaq: “This
replica comes to you with
my special appreciation for
vour help and support in the
1972 campaign and with ev-
ery good. wish for the years
ghead.”

Actually, confies Mrs.
Smith, *“the star didn’t im-
press me too much, but I en-
joy the pen.” B,

Mrs. Smith fried to give
away the star to her daugh-

ter and her hushand. “His

people are Democrats and
they didn’t want it.” '

Mrs. Cooper muses that

she would have gone to the
Nixon ' inauguration if she
hadn’t discovered that the
prices at hotels were geared
to' the bulging wallets of
wealkthy ' donors — not

to her t:gﬂgr‘s salary.

&plate. dinners and invite-

tions to buy_ $150 comme-
morative plates. = .

And after the Watetgate

" scandal broke, Mirs.

th a ], “ Lo o TS
she would comfinue tp sup-
port the President and
ing her to pledge contrit

tions of $1000, $3000 or '

er.”

“We just looked at them
and lowghed,” she said. “At
one time I thought I shauid
be' nice and send fhem a-dgl-
lar.”

Mrs. Ceeper 'is not sure
now what to think of Nixzon.
Of Watergate, she says: T
Just tune it owut anymose. I

» can’t tell if he’s guilty or net

guilty.” : s

Mrs. Smith deelines 10 dis-
CUSs pedities. She just solles
and says, “I want ny $i8,-
600 baek.”
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