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2 Prosecutor Bills Reported 
By Mary Russell 

Washington Post Staff Writer 
The Senate Judiciary Com-

mittee yesterday reported out 
without recommendation two 
rival bills seeking to establish 
a Watergate special, prosecu-
tor by law and protect him 
from arbitrary removal. 

The committee took the un-
usual step of reporting two 
bills because it was divided 
over the two approaches and 
it decided to let the Senate as 
a whole make the choice. 

One bill, supported:by a ma-
jority of the nine Democrats 
on the 16-member committee,  

calls for court appointment of 
the prosecutor and would al-
low his dismissal by the court 
Only for gross impropriety. 

This proposal, sponsored by 
Sens. Philip A. Hart (D-Mich.), 
Birch Bayh (D-Ind.) and Ed-
ward M. Kennedy (D-Mass.), is 
similar to one recently ap-
proved by the House Judiciary 
Committee. 

The other bill, sponsored by 
Sen. Robert A. Taft (R-Ohio), 
has the approval of the White 
House. It calls for the Attor-
ney General to appoint the 
prosecutor_ and would allow 
the 'Attorney General to dis- 

miss him for three causes— 
neglect of duty, malfeasance 
or violation of the special 
prosecutor act. 

The dismissal, however, 
would not take effect for 30 
days, during which time the 
Attorney General' would have 
to notify both houses of Con-
gress of his intention to fire 
the prosecutor. The prosecutor 
could challenge his dismissal 
in District Court. If the dis-
missal became effective,, the 
court would appoint an in-
terim prosecutor until the At- 
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tornpy General appointed a 
neW ohe. 

The, drive to establish the 
indePendence of the Water-
gate-special prosecutor by law 
is Congress' response to the 
firing, of Special Prosecutor 
Archibald Cox by order of 
PreOident Nixon on Oct. 20. 

The Senate bill-to have the 
prosecutor appointed by the 
court picked up 55 quick eQ-
sponsors, but in the weeks 
that, followed doubts were 
raised about the constitution-
ality of the court appointment, 
and tWo District Court judges, 
John J. Sirica and Gerhard A. 
Gesell, announced their oppo-
sition to the idea. 

Proponents of the court-ap-
pointment bill admit they 
have lost some ground, but 
they feel that not all those 
who opposed their bill are 
happy with the Taft-Wbite 
Hot,• version. 

Vii, Chares Percy (R-m.), 
who wanted the President to 
appoint the prosecutor subject 
to the advice and consent of 
the Senate, is expected to 
push, for his version when the 
bills- come up on the Senate 
floor the week of Dec. 3. 

Taft is considering introduc-
ing a floor amendment that 
would allow Congress to veto 
any "dismissal  of the prosecu-
tor .thiring the 30-day notifcca-
tioniveriod. Taft said be feels 
this would strengthen the ad-
ministration bill and pick up 
more votes. 

In deference to those who 
want Senate confirmation, act-
ing Attorney General Robert 
H. Bork has "an understand-
ing" with Judiciary Chairman 

James 0. Eastland (D-Miss.) 
that Eastland can hold infor-
mal hearings on the qualifica-
tions of the special prosecutor 
and the Senate could pass a 
resolution approving or disap-
proving of his appointment. 

Meanwhile, Kennedy said 
new limits placed on the cur 
rent Watergate special prose-
cutor, Leon Jaworski, makes 
speedy enactment of the 
court-appointment bill "all the 
more essential." 

Kennedy was referring to 
the announcement by Bork 
that President Nixon won't,  
limit the jurisdiction of the 
special prosecutor except with 
the support of a consensus of 
eight House and Senate lead-
ers. 

The announcement "permits 
the President and the Attor-
ney General, in consultation 
with a few members of Con-
gress, to limit or remove en-
tire areas of the special prose-
IcutOrY investigation," Ken-
nedy said in a statement. 

The Judiciary Committee 
has put off until next Wednes-
day a decision on whether to 
call former Attorney General 
Elliot L. Richardson and 
White House chief of staff Al-
exander M. Haig Jr. to explore 
charges by the President and 
Haig that Richardson lied to 
the committee in describing 
the Cox firing and his own 
resignation. 

Sen. Charles McC. Mathias 
(R-Md.), to whom the Presi-
dent made-the charge, is anx-
ious to hear from them. How-
ever, Sen. Roman Hruska (R-
Neb.) blocked the move by 
parliamentary maneuver re-
quiring the committee to wait 
seven days before deciding. 
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