
An Implied Soviet Threat 
Spurred U .S. Forces' Alert 
Brezhnev Note on 'Acting Alone' to Bach 
Mideast Cease-Fire Led to Test of Wills 

Oct. 24-25, Washington Aides Say 

By DAVID BINDER 
Special to The New York Times 

WASHINGTON, Nov. 20— The alert was put into effect 
The Soviet note that led to a by 2:30 A.M., Oct. 25, officials 
precautionary alert of United said, and formally authorized 
States forces around the world by President Nixon half an hour 
on the night of Oct. 24 carried later. 
an implied threat rather than Only hours before the arrival 
an actual threat of the dispatch of the Brezhnev note, the Nixon 
of Soviet troops to the' Suez Administration had rejected 
war zone. 	 two earlier pleas for a joint 

"We strongly urge that we United States-Soviet expedition- 
both send forces to enforce the ary force to enforce peace on 
cease-fire and, if you do not, the Suez front. 
we may be obliged to consider The first had come from 
acting alone," the Soviet note President Anwar el-Sadat of 
said, according to two officials Egypt in a message read over 
who have read it.. 	 the Cairo radio at about 3 P.M. 

A reconstruction of the cas- on Oct. 24. The next, in the 
calling events of that night— form of a message from Mr. 
many of which remain masked Brezhnev, had been delivered at 
in ,secrecy — shows that the about 8 P.M. to Secretary of 
note from the Soviet leader, State Kissinger by Ambassador 
Leonid I. Brezhnev, to President Anatoly F. Dobrynin. 
Nixon and the alert ordered by The crisis that Mr. Kissinger. 
the Nixon Administration were faced then had been building 
only two of a series of firm up for several days. 
signals exchanged in a compli- On Oct. 16, Premier Aleksei 

cated test of wills over the N. Kosygin; on a hasty visit to Middle East. 	 Egypt, discovered that the The exchanges lasted more Egyptian Army, in contrast than 12 hours, according to in- with President Sadat's boasts, 

terviews with United States was near a state of collapse. officials and Soviet, Israeli and In addition, the Egyptian III European diplomats, but the 
Corps, on the east bank of the crucial exchange—delivery of 

the Brezhnev note and the call- Suez Canal opposite the city 

ing of the alert—took place in of Suez, faced encirclement by 

less than an hour, approximate- the Israelis as a result of the 
ly between 10:40 and 11:30 P.M. Continued on Page 17, Column 1 
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