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Sem,te Unit Mas Call Rebozb,

By Lawrence Meyer
. Washmgtoq Post Staff Writer

A consensus has devel-

‘oped within the Senate se-
lect Watergate committee’s
staff that Charles G. (Bebe)
Rebozo, President Nixon’s
close” friend, and former
Treasury Secretary John B.
Connally must be called to
testify in public session be-
fore the committee ends its
hearings, informed sources
said yesterday.

The ‘ chances “of the two
men being called, described
as “likely”™ or “probable”
two weeks ‘ago, yesterday
were, - described by one
source Close to the commit-
tee as’a “virtual certainty”
and by another source as an
“absolute certainty.”

Although the committee
itself must make the final
decision about calling. Con-
nally © and’ Rebozo, one
source said yesterday that
the committee cannot com-
plete-its investigation of two
major areas—milk produc-
ers’ contributions. of $427,500
to the  Nixon re-election
campaign and a $100,000
contrlbutlon from Dbillion-
aire .recluse Howard
Hughes to Rebozo—without
calling the‘two men.

The committee staff has
interviewed Rebozo at least
twice about Mr. Nixon’s per-
sonal finances, including the
$100,000 Rebozo received in
two s $50,000 installments
from a Hughes emissary in
1969 and  1970. Rebozo re-
portedly has told the com-
mittee’staff that he held the
money in a safe deposit box
for three years before re-
turning it to  Hughes
through another emissary
early this year,

Three conflicting versions
of what the money was in-
tended for already have
been given. One Hughes
aide, Richard Danner, said
that the first $50,000 was in-
tended to be a restroactive
campaign contribution to
the 1968 Nixon campaign
and that the second $50,000-
was for 1970 congressional
campaigns,
~ A former -Hughes aide,
Robert A. Maheu, has testi-
fied in a deposition that the
second $50,000 was con-
nected to an attempt to per-
suade Attorney  General
John-N. Mitchell to reverse
Justice Department objec-
tions to a proposed Hughes
acquisition of another hotel
and gambling casino in Las
Vegas. Maheu gave no clear
indication of why the first
$50,000 was given to Rebozo.

- President Nixon said on
Qct. 26 that the money was
intended as a contribution
to his 1972 re-election cam-
paign.

At least one senator was

said to be curious to hear
from Rebozo why he, as a
banker, put $100,000 in a
safe ‘deposit box for three
years rather than investing
the money or placing it in
savings accounts so that it
could at least draw interest.

Connally, 1nterv1ewed last
Thursday. for —about - three
hours by the committee
staff, gave testlmony that
reportedly conflicted in sig-
nificant respects from testi-
mony heard by the staff
from other witnesses.

Connally reportedly de-
nied that he had met Robert
Lilly, an official of the Asso-
ciated Milk Producers Inc.,
at-the Page Airways termi-
nal at National -Airport in
March 1971 to discuss, cam-
paign contributions. Lilly,
according - to sources, has
told the committee staff
that such a conversation
took place.

In his testimony Thursday
night, Connally reportedly
‘denied consistently that he
had ever discussed contrib-
utions with anyone associ-
ated w1th the milk produc-
ers,

Jake Jacobsen, a lawyer
for the milk producers, in a
deposition given in connec-
tion with a separate court
suit challenging the Nixon
administration’s decision ‘to
raise government milk sup-
port prices, said he “may
have” discussed political

support for the Nixon cam- |

paign with. Connally,

The committee is ex-
pected to call several offi-
cials of milk producers’ gco-
operatives and persons asso-
ciated with Hughes whan
hearings resume Nov. 27.
The milk fund contmbutmng
and 'the Hughes money are
the two major outstgnding
items on. the committee’s
agenda to be completed be-
fore the hearings are con-
cluded. -

According to one source,
the target completion date
of Dec. 7 will have to give
way in the face of the need
to question Rebozo and Con-
nally by the senators. Con-
nally will have to be called,
the source said, because his

testimony conflicts with the

testimony of | other wit-

.nesses. Although the source

said it was a  staff
“assumption” that Connally
and Rebozo 'will be called,
he added, “It will take some
sort of drastlc action not to
do it.” !

Another source put it |

more strongly, asserting
that there is “no way’ that
the committee can hold
hearings on the milk con-
tributions and the Hughes
money ‘“without calling
those two witnesses.”

The only problem, this
source said, would be
“pressures to end up the
hearings quickly. Short of
the hearings ending
quickly ... I would say it’s
an absolute certainty.”

The committee staff has
put off giving committee
members a detailed briefing
on what its investigations in-
volving Rehozo have found,
delaying such a report while
leads developed in the inves-
tigation-are pursued. .

Chief committee counsel

Samuel Dash could not' be
reached for comment yester-
day, but one source said
that Dash is anxious to con-
clude the hearings on a
strong note and that testi-

mony by Rebozo and Con-
nally could satlsfy that de-
sire.

At least one Democratic
committee member, who
asked not to be identified,
said he was awaré of the
committee staff’s desire to
bring back live network tel-
evision coverage. This sena-
tor said, however, that he
did not favor calling wit-

-nesses. simply to produce

publicity if they had nothing
substantial to add to the
committee’s record.

A spokesman for Sen. Lo-
well P. Weicker Jr. (R-
Conn.) said that Weicker fa-
vors calling Rebozo and
Connally. The other six sen-
ators on the committee ei-
ther could not be reached
for comment or declined to
comment.

In a related matter, Dash

decided yesterday to sus-
pendc for  one month Scott

Armstrong, a committee in-
vestigator. The suspension
of Armstrong ! apparently
was precipitated by an arti-
cle in the Nov. 22 editions
of the newspaper “Rolling

‘Stone.”

The article contained re-
marks sharply critical of
staff personnel on the com-
mittee, some of which, al-
though not attributed in the
article, reportedly were

‘traced back to Armstrong.

The article, according to
sources, provoked a contro-
versy within the committee
staff, involving at least two
factions, with one faction
demanding that Armstrong
be fired and another faction
threatening to quit if he
were fired. .

Armstrong, considered by
many on the staff to be one
of the most effective investi-
gators, has taken a leading
role in the Rebozo inquiry.
The suspension, described
as a compromise measure,
would effectively deny his
services to the committee
until after the hearings are
over.

Connally

‘ -Court of Appeals if re-

A spokesman for Weicker'

said last night that the sena-

tor would offer Armstrong a

job with his staff. Arm -
strong could not be reached.
for comment.

Watergate Jury
Extension Voted

Associated Press

The Senate passed with- -
out debate yesterday a bill -
extending. the. life of the
original Watergate grand
JuT‘V

The measure, passed-"
earlier by the-House, now
goes to President. Nixon
for ‘his approval.

Under present law the
grand jury’s term expires |
Dec. 5, 18 months after 1t ’
was impaneled.

‘The bill provides for a
six-month extension of the
grand jury’s term and per-
mits an additional six-
month extension by the
chief judge. of the U.S.

\ quested by the grand ju-
‘rors,




