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T
h

e T
V

 T
h

at R
eally N

eed
les N

ixon
 

N
ew

 Y
ork 

P
resid

en
t N

ix
o
n
 m

 a y
 

think he is taking a beating 
at th

e h
an

d
s o

f n
etw

o
rk

 
n
ew

s co
m

m
en

tato
rs, b

 u
 t 

lately other segm
ents of tel-

evision have been taking up 
w

here the straight new
s pro-

gram
s leave off. 

A
 sportscaster recently re-

ferred to him
 in prim

e tim
e 

as "T
rick

y
 D

ick
ie," an

d
 

Jo
h
n
n
y
 C

arso
n
 h

as b
een

 
zinging him

 steadily in his 
opening m

onologue on the 
"T

onight S
how

." 
P

ublic figures, even presi-
dents, have alw

ays been fair 
g
am

e fo
r co

m
ed

ian
s an

d
 

th
eir jo

k
e w

riters, b
u
t it 

w
o
u
ld

 b
e h

ard
 to

 recall a 
com

parable tim
e w

hen C
ar-

son, w
ho reaches 14 m

illion 
view

ers nightly, zeroed in so 
frequently on one target. In 
a w

ay, he is probably acting  

as an
 escap

e v
alv

e fo
r the 

country: W
atergate hurts so 

m
u
ch

 it is p
ro

b
ab

ly
 b

etter 
to laugh at it. 

W
hile the new

scasters can 
only report deadpan the sto-
ry of the W

hite H
ouse tapes, 

C
arson can m

irror w
hat is 

o
n
 m

an
y
 p

eo
p
le's m

in
d
s, 

saying the unsayable and 
getting a laugh at the sam

e 
tim

e: "I w
o
u
ld

n
't say

 th
e 

P
resident is a sore loser . . 

H
e's sen

d
in

g
 th

e tap
es to

 
S

irica . . . N
obody said they 

had to be on spools." 

A
nother tim

e: "N
ixon got 

a little confused . . . instead 
of a tape recorder, he tried 
to play the tapes on a pow

er 
saw

." 

W
hen M

r. N
ixon fired spe-

cial p
ro

secu
to

r A
rch

ib
ald

 
C

ox, C
arson's gagm

en cam
e  

up 
w

ith
: "P

erso
n
ally

, I 
don't think the P

resident is 
acting like a king . . . A

fter 
all, he only fired A

rchibald 
C

o
x
 . . . O

rig
in

a
lly

, h
 e

 
planned to have him

 behead-
ed." 

C
arson plants 

h
is b

arb
s 

an
d
 sk

ip
s aw

ay
 w

ith
 th

e 
com

m
ent: "I'm

 not taking a 
stan

d
. I'm

 ju
st reporting the 

new
s." 

A
s irreverent as C

arson is, 
he still has not gone as far 
as sportcaster D

on M
eredith 

during an A
B

C
 telecast of a 

M
onday night football gam

e. 
A

fter w
atching M

r. N
ixon's 

fav
o
rite fo

o
tb

all team
, th

e 
W

ashington R
edskins, lose 

to P
ittsburgh, M

eredith ob-
served that if they kept los-
ing, "T

ricky D
ickie" m

ight 
drop 

in on a practice ses-
sion. 

T
h
e rem

ark
 lit u

p
 A

B
C

 
sw

itch
b
o
ard

s a n
 d

 cau
sed

 
presidential 	

speechw
riter 

P
atrick

 B
u
ch

an
an

 t o
 b

e 
aw

akened from
 sleep by an 

angry "form
er high adm

in-
istratio

n
 o

fficial" (th
e fo

l-
low

ing w
eek M

eredith apol-
ogized to the president on 
T

V
.) 
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a
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