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New York

Charges by President Nix-
on and White House Chief of
Staff Alexander Haig that
former Attorney General El-
liot Richardson lied about
his role in the dismissal of
the special Watergate prose-
gutor have been called
“clearly and demonstrably
untrue” by Richardson,
Time magazine reported
vesterday.

The White House charges
against Richardson, who re-
signed as attorney general
rather than obey a presides-
tial order to fire special
prosecutor Archibald Cox.
came out of two of the meet-
ings Mr. Nixon held last
week with Republican sena-
tors. . Ce

At one point according to
Time, the President told
Senator Charles Mathias
(Rep-Md.) that Richardson
“wasn’t telling the truth.”

This comment came after
Mathias noted that Haig’s

claim that Richardson had .

originated the idea of halt-
ing efforts by Cox to seek
presidential documents and
tapes through court action
contradicted sworn testi-
mony by Richardson before
the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee.

Mr. Nixon and Haig also
reportedly told the senators
that Richardson had ap-

- proved Mr. NIxon’s plan to
~stop Cox from pursuing
court action —a stand that
led to what has been called
the “Saturday night massa-
cre” in the Justice Depari-
ment — and that Richardson
had agreed with the plan to
have Mississippi Senator

ne Says

John Stennis “authenticate’
transeripts of White House
tapes sought by the prosecu-
for. : :

Richardson told Time he
had helped draw up the
Stennis plan but had threa-
tened fo resign when told by
Haig that Cox would be fired
if he did not go along.

Richardson said he hag
asked for g meeting with
Mr. Nizon on the Friday
morning before the Stennis
plan was announced to pre-
sent his resignation. Rich-
ardson. met with Haig and
the chief of staff agreed to
drop the idea of firing Cox,
aecording to' Richardson's
account. ‘ :

That night. however, Rich-
ardson told the magazine,
he received a letter from the
President; linking the Sten-
uis plan -with an order te
Cox forbidding him to seek
any more presidential docu-
ments in court,

Richardson said he imme-
diately telephoned presiden-
tial adviser Bryce Harlow
and was led to believe that

.the White House would back

down on the Cox order. Rut
when the President made
the Stennis “authentication’
proposal public a few hours
later, the Cox order was still
part of the deal. ‘

This led to the resignation -
of Richardson and his depu-

ty,. William Ruckelshaus, -

and to the firing of Cox by
Reobert Bork, who had heen
named acting attorney gen-
eral. (

The Washington Post said.
vesterday that seven docu-

- ments  turned over to the

Senate Judiciary Committee
by Richardson, some of §
which had not besn ‘publicly
released, appeared to sup-.
port his version of the inci-
dents. S

‘Senate Democratic Leader

. Mike Mansfield said yester-

day that Haig, Cox and

" Richardson should he called

before the Judiciary Com.
mittee “pronto” to seek a
clarification of the events. i
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