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F
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B
y H

is C
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onesty 

U
nited P

ress International 
G

erald F
ord during H

ouse hearing on his nom
ination. 
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B
y R

ichard L
. L

yons 
W

ashington P
ost S

taff W
riter 

"M
r. F

o
rd

, I'm
 n

o
t g

el -11g 
to

 v
o
te fo

r y
o
u
, b

u
t I'm

 ter- 
rib

ly
 im

p
ressed

 b
y
 y

o
u
r h

o
n
-

esty and candor." 
T

hat w
as R

ep. Jerom
e W

aldie 
(D

-C
alif.) speaking at the end 

o
f tw

o
 d

ay
s o

f testim
o
n
y
 b

y
 

G
erald

 R
. F

o
rd

 at th
e H

o
u
se 

Judiciary C
om

m
ittee hearings 

on F
ord's confirm

ation as V
ice 

P
resid

en
t. W

ald
ie is o

n
e o

f 
several D

em
ocrats on the com

-
m

ittee w
ho believe that the is-

su
e o

f P
resid

en
t N

ix
o
n
's im

-
p
each

m
en

t sh
o
u
ld

 b
e settled

 
before F

ord is confirm
ed. 

D
em

o
cratic lib

erals o
n
 th

e 
com

m
ittee don't seem

 to have 
fo

u
n
d
 an

y
th

in
g
 w

ro
n
g
 w

ith
 

F
o
rd

, th
e
 H

o
u
se

 m
in

o
rity

 
leader, except his voting dur-
in

g
 2

5
 y

ears in
 th

e H
o
u
se. 

T
hey consider it too conserva-

tive. H
e said it should not be 

an issue. 

F
ord has been denounced by 

civ
il rig

h
ts g

ro
u
p
s, w

h
o
 w

ill 
testify M

onday, for voting to 
gut civil rights bills by am

end-
m

en
t an

d
 th

en
 v

o
tin

g
 fo

r th
e 

bills on final passage to m
ake 

his record look good. F
ord in-

sisted
 h

is civ
il rig

h
ts reco

rd
 

w
as good. H

e recalled that he 
had voted to abolish poll taxes 
as requirem

ents for voting in 
1949 before,civil rights legisla-
tion "w

as fashionable." 
F

o
rd

 stated
 h

is civ
il rig

h
ts 

beliefs'this w
ay: 

 
"I b

eliev
e ev

ery
 A

m
erican

 
reg

ard
less o

f race, creed
 o

r 
color m

ust' be treated equally. 
I h

av
e liv

ed
 th

at. If I h
o
ld

 a 
p
o
sitio

n
 o

f resp
o
n
sib

ility
, I 

w
ill in

sist th
at ev

ery
 p

erso
n
 

have equal opportunity in em
-

ploym
ent, housing, education 

and the like." 
F

o
rd

 o
ffered

 a letter fro
m

 
the black m

ayor of his hom
e 

city
 o

f G
ran

d
 R

ap
id

s, M
ich

.,  

say
in

g
 F

o
rd

 w
o
u
ld

 m
ak

e a 
"great V

ice P
resident." 

F
ord, w

ho opened his testi-
m

ony T
hursday w

ith the state-
m

ent that "people should tell 
the truth," yesterday m

odified 
his statem

ent that som
etim

es 
governm

ent m
ay be forced not 

to
 tell th

e tru
th

. H
e said

 h
e 

w
ould prefer that governm

ent 
"w

ithhold" inform
ation in na-

tio
n
a
l se

c
u
rity

 situ
a
tio

n
s 

rather than "blur" the facts. 
A

sked w
hat votes he regret-

ted casting over 25 years, F
ord 

replied that he had cast 4,192 
ro

ll call v
o
tes an

d
 co

u
ld

n
't 

think: of one he w
ould change 

N
o
r co

u
ld

 h
e th

in
k
 o

f an
y
-

thing else he w
ould• have done , 

d
ifferen

tly
. H

e said
 h

e h
ad

 
never attacked political oppo-
n
en

ts an
d
 stated

 th
at all o

f 
the opponents in his 13 H

ouse 
races "are m

y friends." 
F

o
rd

 w
ill retu

rn
 fo

r fu
rth

er 
questioning at som

e later date. 


