At Scandals

e

Washmwmn

'.:.C}osely questioned by a
- 4Zotigressman who predict-
‘ed~he would become Pres-
‘ident within a year, wvice
presidential nomine
ald R. Ford swore
gmd over yesterday:
. hie knew nothing abou
atergate consplra 3

b came public.
g ét a daylong confir; atlon

C ,Commlttee Repnesen-
“tatiye George E. Danielson
’ ( em-Cahf ), a former FBI
agent and U.S. prosecutor,

sauf it was important to get '

- ,led’s denials under o
“I'm thinking you’
to: be 'President withir

v 'eg;f,” Dani-e’.i-son toldE

"3 But at ano’oher pomtln the

- learing, he defended Presi- ;
dent Nixon’s record on f"Wat- i

‘ergate,

STEVE know of ne mst;ance
“Where the President  has'
Ty ted the law,” the 60-
‘Year-old House Republican
“Teader said. “There have
“been aﬂegatlons some i(peo-
ple} in the administration
leated the law but no con-

' s'atement notmg that .

W‘ '‘Dean 1T has p
ﬂt’y, that former

Hogse agent E. Howard
" 'Hiunt had been convieted
2nd. that a number of other
-administration figures had
been indicted in connect;on
Watergate and other il-
legal activities.
- Olie by one, Damdson
e drgw denials from Ford that
te had prior knowledge of
the break-in conspiracy, ‘ef-
mﬁzs t0 raise funds to- buy
- the ;,conspirators’ silence, a

3490,000 gift from Interna- :

~tlonal Telephéne and Tele-

-graph; a $250,000 gift from .

.- financier Robert Vesco, a
- eontribution from the dau-y
-indusiry, the Ellsberg
bz;eak—m the “plumbers™ op-

campalgn or. the President’s
tape-recording hig
Bonyersations,
& All these, Ford said, came

<3 said;"by reading the newspa-

% 3 pers.

) ,g rLater Danielson told z re-
‘3 porter he .has a.‘‘gut feel- '
3 Jgng” that Mr Nixon Wlll re- ¢

as a . go- Jetween to recom ile

differences between M.
Nixon and CUHUIEbS told his
questioners: “I'm noi a rub.
ber stamp.”

1 do differ with the Presi- .
dent,” he said. *‘I have in

the past and will in the fu- -

ture-in my new role.”

He ‘¢ited one analysis of

-his House voting record,

which showed he had taken
the Pres1dents position as
 hiscown 81 or 82 per cent of
the time.

““So I'm 16 or 17 per cem
off ‘what the White House
would tlnnk should be a per-
fed: score i

Ford a]so told the wmmzt-
tee that the. government
paid for the summer clothes
he and his wife bought for a.
trip to China last year.

Ford said the Internal’

‘Revenue Service a greed
when he put the COSL of the
clothing on his expense : ac-
count. ‘

Ford explained that .
and his wife went ag repru-

- sentatives of the U.S. gov-
ernment. He said shehad to
purchase walking shoes and
skirts longer than those she
usually wears. and he had io

“buy short-sleeved shirts,
whlch he said. “I never
wéar.’ -

I have no apologies for it
‘and the IRS appar ently con-
siders 1t a leﬁlumate “ex-
“pefise,’’ Ford said.
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