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Urged Nixonto Act,
Ford Tells Panel

By Richard L. Lyons

! Washington Post Staff Writer

Vice President-designate
Gerald R. Ford said yester-
day he strongly urged on

President Nixon the actions
~ torney Benton L. Becker,

the President is taking to
improve his national credi-
hility.

Ford told the House Judi-
ciary - Committee as it
opened a week of hearings
on his nomination that he
had urged the President to
release to the court his
tapes of Watergate conver-
sations, and to meet with all
members of Congress to an-
swer Watergate questions.
Ford said he also urged
more press conferences so
that the President could
talk directly to the people,
and proposed that he travel
more about the country.

Ford said he has had
about 15 meetings with Mr.
Nixon since his nomination

- five weeks ago to succeed

Sprio T. Agnew, who re-
signed as Vice President af-
ter pleading no contest to a
charge of tax evasion.

Ford, the House Minority
Leader, was ‘generally re-

‘ceived with expressions of

respect and affection by his
colleagues, though he was
pressed hard and will be
again today on the views he
would hold on issues such as
executive privilege and fed-
eral
presidential property.

The committee appreci-
ated, as had the Senate
hearing, his statement that,
“I ‘think people ought to
tell the truth.” To his state-
ment that “truth is the glue
that holds government, to-
gether” he added: “Com-
promise is the oil that makes
government go.” He views
his vice presidential role as
that of a conciliatory bridge
between the Republican
President and the Demo-
cratic Congress.

But .when pressed by Rep.
John Seiberling (D-Ohio),
Ford conceded there might
be times when a President
might have to tell less than
the truth. In “most unusual
circumstances” where Amer-
ican- lives are involved, it

. might be necessary to “blur .

the facts” for a limited time,
he said.

Rep. Jerome Waldie (D-
Calif.) cited correspondence
taken from Ford’s files to
suggest that when Ford was
leading a mov¥ in 1970 to
impeach Supreme Court
Justice William O, Douglas
he was prepared to use his
influence to help Louis
Wolfson out of .criminal dif-
ficulties in exchange for in-
formation detrimental to

- the suggestion.

“which Douglas headed, was

,to Bittman that “I am per-

"“probably ‘could be of some

spending on private
« finished

- nomination Tuesday morn-

Douglas. Ford flatly denied

Waldie presented a letter
written by Washington at-

who was helping Ford, to
Wolfson’s attorney, William
O. Bittman, asking if Wolf-
son could provide’ informa-
tion on Douglas’ relations
with Albert Parvin. Parvin,
who had set up a foundation

named as a co-conspirator in
Wolfson’s case involving the'
Securities and Exchange
Commission.

Becker said in his letter

sonally sympathetic to your
client’s present plight and
would be: anxious to assist
him in any way available to
me.”

In forwarding Becker’s re-
quest to Wolfson in Florida,
according to copies of the
correspondence, Bittman
said that . Becker told him
that if Wolfson cooperated
Ford and other congressmen

assistance to you...”

Ford noted that Becker
made only a personal offer
to help Wolfson. He said
that what Becker offered ‘
had “become enlarged in -
Mr. Bittman’s mind . .. We
never authorized any such
action.” i
" Meanwhile, ' the
Rules .

Senate |
Committee—having

its hearings—
agreed to vote on the Ford

ing. Chairman Howard Can- |
non (D-Nev.) said, “I would
think that as of now, -the
committee would report him
favorably.”

Cannon said the nomina.
tion could conceivably go to '
the floor Wednesday morn. |
ing and win - approval before
the Senate leaves Wednes-
day night for the Nov. 21-26
Thanksgiving recess. But he
said it is more likely that
the nomination will be made
the pending business for
Monday, Nov. 26.

The House started its re-
cess last night but its Ford
hearings will continue.

Cannon also revealed that |
the committee has decided
to send testimony by Robert
Winter-Berger to the Justice
Department for possible
perjury charges. “It’s very
clear some of the matters he
said were true were not
true,” said Cannon. Winter-
Berger, author of the con-
troversial book “Washington
Pay-Off,” accused Ford of
taking ‘a $15,000 unrepaid
“loan” and of visiting a psy- -
chotherapist. - Ford denied
the charges. :




