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-FORD IS CRITICIZED 
VOTING RECORD 

Iffilitnesses Are the First to 
:Oppose His Nomination 

MARJORIE HUNTER 
Special to The New York Times  

PASHINGTON, Nov. 14—a 
presentative Gerald R. Ford's 

***servative voting record on 
ft rights and other domestic 

s came under attack today 
.r 	his critics as the Senate 

hies Committee neared a deci-
sion on whether to confirm him 
as Vice President. 

>There are indications that the 
:committee will approve his 
;';lotriination, possibly as early as 
0morrow and almost certainly 

Thanksgiving. 
However, Senator Howard 

Cannon of Nevada, chair. 
of the committee, said that 
panel was still pursuing 
ions leads" and wanted to 

Igack these out before taking 
vote. He declined to say what 

ircrther inforfhation was being 
t. 

House Judiciary Com-
e will open its hearings 

orrow into the nomination, 
Mr. Ford as the first wit- 

Democrats Meet Again 
mocratic members of the 

se.committee held another 
series of informal meet-

s.  today, discussing detailed 
rmation gathered on Mr. 
d by the Federal Bureau 
Investigation and staff in- 
tigators and attempting to 

Anulate questions to be asked 
the nominee. 
 ' oday's witnesses before the 
ate Rules Committee were 

irst to oppose Mr. Ford's 
ation. A number of House 

bers of both parties had 
ified in support of the Mich- 

Republican at earlier 

'Opposition 'Opposition to Mr. Ford took 
ral forms, including the fol-

ing: 
4i" Joseph L. Rauh Jr., a vice 
!Cli4,irman of the Americans for 
Democratic Action, said Mr. 
ord was' unqualified to become 

;Vice President because of his 
past efforts to weaken civil 
tights bills, his oppostion to 
,key social welfare legislation 
41.1c1 his lack of expeienct in for-
eign affairs. 

fiRepresentative Bella S. Ab-
tog; Democrat of Manhattan, 
argtied that action on the Ford 
nomination should be deferred 
until the House decided 
Whether to impeach President 
Nixon and until Congress de-
cided whether to enact legisla-
tion for a special election for 
president and Vice President in 

event Mr. Nixon leaves of- 

:: lljohn F. Banzhaf 3d, profes-
Stir at the National Law Center 
# George Washington Univer-
sity, urged that the Ford norni-
nation be delayed until Con-
gress determined whether for-
mer' Vice President Spiro T. 
Ageew was removed from of-
f ica legally. 

The committee also heard 
* Clarence Mitchell Jr., 

hington director of the Na-
ohal Association for the Ad-

cement of Colored People, 
• b said he was neither for 

Or against the nominee but 
that Mr. Ford's record showed 
that "he has a narrow-gauge 
a roach to civil rights." 
, rioting that Mr. Ford and 
other members of the Michigan 

ation in the House "seem 
rmined to turn back the 

Oe.k" on civil rights advances, 
fr Mitchell said: 

/f,,ABlack people will not tol-
e a return to second-class 
izenship. We either settle 

matters or we'll have a Noithern Ireland on our hands 
in this country." 

Both Mr. Rauh and Mr. 
Mitchell said that, while Mr. 
Ford often voted for final pas-
sage of various key civil rights 
bills, he usually attempted first 
to cripple such legislation. 
"Congressman Ford's record en 
civil rights is sufficient in and 
et itself to disqualify him for tati*residency," Mr. Rauh said. 
At. a time when the nation needs a healer, the nominee is 
* divisive influence who has 
fought civil rights legislation 
at every turn." 

Johnson Record Cited 
Senator Mark 0. Hatfield, 

Reptiblican of Oregon, who is a 
member of the committee, 
noted that the late Lyndon B. 
Johnson, in running for the 
Senate, embraced the anti-civil-
rights platform of Democrats ip his native state of Texas; 
yet, as Vice President and later 
as President, Mr. Johnson led 
the nation in tar-reaching civil 
rights advances. 

"The record of Mr. Ford as 
Congressman might  not jibe 
with our standards,"  Senator 
Hatfield observed. "But per-
haps, together,, we can make 

an ally out of him in civil 
rights matters." 

Mr. Rauh also criticized the 
nomination of Mr. Ford on the 
ground that the House minority 
leader had 'opposed such key 
speak legislation as food 
stamps for, the needy, aid to 
public schools,. the antipoverty 
program, minimum wage in-
creases, Medicare and public housing. 

"A failure to develop under-Standing of the needs of the 
disadvantaged speaks not only 
in terms of intellect but of com-
passion,"  Mr. Rauh said. 

In appealing for a delay in 
the Ford confirmation, Mrs. Ab-
zug suggested that Mr. Nixon 
might eventually be impeached 
—as called for in pending res-
olutions offered by her and 
several dozen other House 
members. "The whole sordid 
mass of Watergate will not 
vanish from the public eye by 
replacing the man who is ulti-
mately responsible for it with a 
man of his choice," Mrs. Abzug said. 


