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Two executlves of Ameri-
can oil companies testified
yesterday that they made il-

legal contributions from cor- :

porate funds to the Nixon
re-election committee after .

campaign officials applied
pressure for donations' of
$100,000.

Both executives—Ashland-
Oil board chairman Orin E.
Atkins and Gulf Oil Corpo-
‘ration vice president Claude
C. Wild Jr.—said they were
not asked specifically for
corporate contributions.
Both men said that corpo-
rate funds were the only. re-
alistic source for donations
as-large as $100,000.

Both men testified before .

the Senate select Watergate

committee that former Com-

merce Secretary Mauricé H.
Stans, chief fund-raiser for
the Nixon® re-election cam-

paign, told them he wanted

them to give $100,000.

In both instances, accord-
ing to the testimony, foreign
subsidiaries of ‘the parent
corporations were used in
an effort to make sure that
the cash contributions made
to" the Nixon re-election
committee were not de-
tected.

Both men -« t@s‘aﬁed that
they.; were urged “to make
the _eontributions hetfore
April 7, 1972, so that the do-
nation’ would not have to be

that date, the sources of con-

tributions to candidates for ':
,some pa1t1c1pat10n on my

federal office must be re-
ported.
Wild and Atkins both had

difficulty in explaining why |
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* they .made- contributions
that they indicated they did
' ot wish te make. Neither
man said he had been
coerced or offered anything
in return for the contri-

bution.

xAtkins, 49, a man with
white hair Who spoke with a-
soft Kentucky- accent, told
the committee that:his firm,
unlike the major American
oil companies, ‘Telied .on
other companies for
crude oil that it refines and
sells, primarily to independ-
ent oil and gasoline outlets.

s1gmhcant business with the
government;2 Atkins. said in
explaining the contribution.
“I think all we were  at-
tempting to do was to assure
ourselves of a forum to be

heard. Were we a larger fac-

tor in-our-respective indus-
tries, we can expect to have
-access toadministrative offi-
cials in the executive braneh

of Government
but bemg a relat _
unknown; ; corporation
spite our size,

we felf we

needed somethlng sthat

would be. sort of a calhng
card, something that would

get us in the door and make

our point of view heard?”

Ashland, according .to: At-
kins, is a Kentucky-based
corporation that ranks about
70th in Fortune Magazine’s
list of the ‘500 largest Ameri-
can corporations.

- Wild, 59-year-old V1ce pres-

'V1dent for government rela-
tions of Gulf Oil, 1ndlcated

‘that his companys size—he

said it was one of the na-. -
tion’s 10 lardest with $9 bil- -

lion in sales in 1972—did not

‘but Gulf in any better p051-

tion with the federal ‘gov-
ern ment.

Explalmnd why he de-
cided to make the contri-
bution to the Nixon re-elec-
tion campaign, Wild: said; “T

reported. Under a new law | ﬁfrg‘é?\gai they dem§mn that
that became effective on | j1o ¢, e treated in an equal

o be, were go-

way . .. if there 'Was not

part.or cur part, we may be,

‘you know, on what, Whether

you call it a blackhst or bot-
tom of the totem pole;, I

- would just like somebody to

answer my telephone calls
once in a while and that

" may not happen sometimes.”?

the .

o We weére not’ seeking any

parucular pr1v11ege or bene-
-fit because we, don’t do any

Atkins told the committee
that Stans called him .in
early 1972 and during the
brief conversation asked
him to give $100,000 to the
campaign and to buy a $10,-
000 ad in the Republican
Convention brochure.

Stans made no comment
about where the money
should come from, AtKins
said, “but in my own mind it

‘could only have come from

one place, from the corpora-
tion.” Atkins said he -dis-
cussed sthe
other company officials and
then arranged to have $100,-
000 drawn from a subsidi-

Wlth;;ease

de- ;

matter with

ary;. Ashland Oil. Gabon,

through a Swiss bank. ,
.The money was delivered
to Stans in a briefcase on

about Aprll 3, 1972, Atkins

said, by an Ashlanid official.
The official, Atkins. said,

“reported to me that he de--

livered the funds to Mr.
Stans and Mr. Stans. took
the briefcase and dumbped it
in - his drawer and  said,

" ‘Thank you,” and the official

left. I do not believe he was
in Mr. Stans’ office more
than a minute or two.”

. In the spring of 1973, At-
kins said, Stans tried to con-
tact him to get a list of con-
tributors for the' $100,000

contribution, Atkins said he |

v1ew to reveal “che source of
the information that formed

_the basis of his July 9, 1973,

letter to Atkins and- his
wife. Parkinson said that: to

" reveal the source of the.in-

[
I

did not discuss the matter

with Stans because “I was

formation in the letter, one
of many written at the-time

-in .connection with disclo-

sure 0f pre-Apml 7 ‘eontrib-

. utlons would . v101ate attor-
; ney-chent privilege.

: Atkins said -he subse-
quently approached ‘the of-

- fice of the-special Watergate

prosecutor and - revealed
that he had made an illegal
contribution. Ashland Oil

- Gabon pleaded guilty on

not about to do what he -

wanted us to do.”

In July, 1973, Atkins said '

he received a letter from
Kenneth Wells Parkinson,

. lawyer for the Nixon f1-

nance committee,
him  that the $100 000 con-

tribution would have to be

disclosed as part of the com-
mittee’s settlement of a
pending law suit with ,Com-
mon Cause, a citizens’ lobby.
Parkinson’s letter asked At-
kins to conflrm that he and

" hisiwife were the source of

'the $100,000.

. Atkins testified that that
information was incorrect -
and that “he had not told
that to the finance commit-
tee...

“I had assumed when I

saw- this letter that it must -

_advising

. re-election committee

‘Tuesday to a charge of mak- -
ing an illegal contribution
and was fined $5,000, Atkins
said- he pleaded no contest
to.: a similar misdemeanor -
charge and was fined $1,000.
Atking said that the: Nixon
.re-
turned the :$100,000 contrib-

sution “after Ashland re-
quested a refund.
Gulf Oil Corp. also

pleaded guilty on Tuesday

.:to .charges of making $125-
-.000 in illegal contributions

—$100,000 to the Nixon cam-
paign, $10,000 to Sen. Henry

.M. Jaeckson (D-Wash.) and

" $15,000 to Rep. Wilbur Mills

- 4D-Ark.). The pleas were the

- fifth and sixth guilty pleas

have come from President '-

Nixon’s Christmas card list,”

Atkins testified. “It had my
home address on it, my

" wife’s name on it. The only
contacts T éver: had with the .-

commrttee were any contri-

butwns through the office

and in the name of Ashldnd
Oil. I just conecluded When i
saw it that, I guess YOu
refer to it as Rose Mary’s
list, they must have picked
it up and taken my home ad-
dress off it.”
Woods is President Nixon’s

personal secretary. :

. Parkinson declined last
night in a telephone inter-

Rose:- Mary -

by corpoerations that made

~ illegal contributions to thé~

Nixon campaign.

- Wild, who testified he
.made the contributions with-
out consulting anyone else
at Gulf Oil, said he first

_thied to. give only $50,000

w_hen first approached by
Lee Nunn, a re-election com-
mittee official, who asked
him for $100, 000, Nunn re-
turned again later, 'Wild
said, and asked for the-other
$50, 000 '

" Wild said he talked to

‘Stans who “indicated he wag

hopeful of obtaining $100,-
000 from the large American
corporations. Qurs being
one of the top 10, he hoped
that we would participate.”

Wild said he arranged for:
the donation’'through a Ba-
hamaian subsidiary of Gulf
but- did.not tell Stans the
money was'‘corporate funds.

The hearings resume 10=
day at 10 a.m.



