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Sirica's Rulings on 
Watergate Tapes 
WaShington 

Judge John Sirica yes-
terday rejected President 
Nixon's offer to give the 
court several inon-subpoe-
naed tape recordings of 
Watergate-related conver- 
sations. 	 0.-Nr 

Sirica said the offer, if 
accepted, would turn the 
court into a "depository" 
and 'clearing house" for 
extraneous material. • 

The President, Sirica said, 
should not ask the court to 
take • on so inappropriate a 
role. . 

All that the court should 
do and indeed "wishes" to 
do, he said in a memoran-
dum, is "deal with the sikb-
jeet matter before it"---the 
enforcement of the grand  

jury subpoena for record- • 
ings and other material rele-.  
vant to nine 4Yarticular 
White House conversations. 

The White House now con-
tends that two of those nine 
conversations were never 
recorded. Sirica said in a 
Memorandum filed with the 
clerk of the U.S. district 
court here, that the court's 
job is simply to determine 
"the possible justification 
for this response." It wants 
evidence regarding th e 
"failure to produce subpoe-
naed material" he said not 
material that has not been 
subpoenaed. 

Mr. Nixon made his offer 
on Monday. in a statement 
as part of his effort to quell 
the disbelief and criticiam. 
brought on by the belated  

announcement of the non-
existence of the tapes. 
'According to, Sirica. M 

Nixon is perfectly free 
make public. :n gull o-.  
part. as much extra mate 
at as he wishes. He is not 
free, however, in the judge's! 
view to enlist the court's as-
sistance 

 
 in the release. 

"If the President thinks it 
advisable to waive any priv-
ilege and make t ape s or 
other material public, he of 
course is.  free.  o do so at;ny 
tithe," Sirica wrote. 

l'Should he want to 'pro-
vide the grand jury with,ma-
terials that do not relate to 
the present hearing or ma-
terials that have not been 
subpoenaed. he should do so 
`through the grand jury's 
counsel. the special prosecu- 

tor and not through the 
court. it would not be apro-
priate for the court to Usurp 
thp::,:place of the special pro-
secutor and act. as a clear-
ing house for matters rele-
vant. to the grand jury's in-
vestigations." 
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