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On Television Seen

A bried exchange betweer
President Nixon and a C.B.S
News television producer be-|

fore the President’s Oct. 26
press conference raises the pos-
sibility that his now-famous at-
tack on the news media may|
have been less spontanequs|
than it seemed.

The television pool producer}|
of the conference Sid Feders,|
ihad some words with the Pres-
ident just before its start, and
he later advised his immediate
superior that the President’s be-~
havior suggested that he “fully|
intended some critical words”
aimed at Walter Cronkite,
C.B.S, News anchorman, or at|
C.B.S. itself. - . e

In a memorandum dated Oct.
31 to William Small, head of]
the C.B.S. News Washington
bureau, Mr. Federsw rote that
as the President started to|
walk into the East Room for the|

news conferenc, he remarked,
“Cronkite’s not boing to like
|this, tonight, I hope.”

- Mr. Feders stated parenthet-
cally in the memo that the “I

As Planned Movz

dent had engaged him in con-
versation as he waited out-
|side the East Room for the
|conference to begin, and the
producer reported to Mr. Small
his impression that “the con-
versation took a decidedly less|
i|friendly tone” when he identi-
fied himself as “with C.B.S.”

him how much time remained|
{until the news conference, Mr.|.
|Feders said he showed him the
|stop watch and read off that|.
|he had 15 seconds to go. He
|related
made
//ment about how precise, exact
lor accurate we are,”

:|to walk into the room, tha} the
President made the comment
about Mr. Cronkite, and Mr.
Feders said that the attack on
TV therefore, came as no sur-
prise to him.

When the President asked

that the President
“some facetious com-

It was then, as he began




