
A
t the anguished m

om
ent of revela-

tion that tw
o presidential tape record-

ings w
ere m

issing, the W
hite H

ouse se-
cretly assured S

enate R
epublican lead-

ers that the non-m
issing M

arch 21 tape 
w

o
u
ld

 fin
ally

 an
d
 fu

lly
 rev

eal P
resi-

dent N
ixon's .innocence—

a stunning 
d

isclo
su

re reassu
rin

g
 to

 frien
d

s b
u
t 

also
 th

e so
u
rce o

f n
ew

 su
sp

icio
n
 o

n
 

C
apitol H

ill. 
'R

eassuranceW
as badly needed w

hen 
A

lexander H
aig, W

hite H
ouse chief of 

staff, trav
eled

. to
 C

ap
ito

l H
ill late in

 
the afternoon of O

ct. 31 for a private 
m

eeting w
ith "S

enate R
epublican lead-

ers (arranged by S
en. John T

ow
er O

f 
T

e
x
a
s, c

h
a
irm

a
n
 o

f th
e
 . p

o
lic

y
 

co
m

m
ittee). ju

st 3
0
 m

in
u
tes earlier, 

the W
hite H

O
use had revealed in fed r  

eral co
u
rt th

at it d
id

 n
o
t h

av
e tw

o
 o

f 
th

e n
in

e su
b
p
o
en

aed
 tap

es. S
o
, H

aig
 

w
as confrontlng angry R

epublican sen-
ators, w

ho now
 suspected M

r. N
ixon 

hid finally destroyed him
self. 

B
ut H

aig quickly sought to reassure 
th

em
 ,b

y
 d

O
larin

g
 th

at o
n
e o

f th
e 

seven existing, tapes, the M
arch 21 con-

v_ersation ',,betw
een the P

resident and 
tlieti W

h
ite H

o
u
se co

u
n
sel Jo

h
n
. W

. 
D

e
a
n
 a

r t  ,p
ro

y
es y

r. N
ix

o
n
's in

n
o
- 

cen
ce (o

r; 	
, H

aig
's d

escrip
tio

n
, is 

"exc01Patory!'). 
H

aig then gave the senators a synop- 

"T
he W

hite H
ouse 

secretly assured S
enate 

R
epublican leaders that the 

non-m
issing M

arch 21 
tap

e w
o
u
ld

 fin
ally

 an
d
 

fully reveal P
resident

•
N

ixon's innocence." 

sus of the tape: D
ean for the first tim

e 
revealing to the P

resident the full ex-
ten

t o
f th

e W
aterg

ate co
v
er-u

p
, a 

sh
o

ck
ed

 P
resid

en
t reactin

g
 in

 d
isap

-
p
ro

v
al. T

h
is, said

 H
aig

, sh
o
w

s D
ean

 
lied in his S

enate testim
ony both about 

the M
arch 21 m

eeting and his general 
accusations of M

r. N
ixon's com

plicity 
in the W

atergate cover.'up. 
S

en
. H

u
g
h
 S

co
tt o

f P
en

n
sy

lv
an

ia, 
the .R

epublican floor leader w
ho has 

devotedly supported the P
resident and 

denounced D
ean, breathed a sigh of re-

lief. In general, the party leaders took 
at face value H

aig's assurances. B
utat 

least o
n
e sen

ato
r w

as sk
ep

tical, co
r-

rectly
 fo

recastin
g
 ev

en
 w

id
er sk

ep
ti-

cism
 outside the ranks of R

epublican 
royalists. 

F
or one thing, H

aig's announcem
ent 

co
n
flicts w

ith
 M

r. N
ix

o
n
's letter last 

N
O

V
 1. t 1<913 

Ju
ly

 2
3

 th
at "th

e tap
es w

o
u

ld
 n

o
t fi-

n
ally

 settle th
e cen

tral issu
es" o

f 
W

atergate, F
or another, the M

arch 21 
tape w

as one of those taken to • his of-
fice at th

e P
resid

en
t's d

irectio
n
 b

y
 

then chief of staff H
. R

. H
aldem

an on 
A

pril 15 or 16, 
T

h
e in

teg
rity

 o
f th

is tap
e is certain

 
to

 b
e attack

ed
 b

y
 th

e P
resid

en
t's crit-

ics. In the N
ov. -10 N

ew
 R

epublic, in-
vestigative reporter W

alter P
incus re-

co
rd

s h
is su

sp
icio

n
 th

at "th
e tap

es 
h
av

e b
een

 d
o
cto

red
" an

d
 calls fo

r an
 

investigation. H
e'asks w

hether parts of 
th

e co
n
v
ersatio

n
 b

etw
een

 th
e .P

resi 
d
en

t, H
ald

em
an

 an
d
 D

ean
 o

n
 th

e 
M

arch
 2

1
 tap

e w
ere actu

ally
 lifted

 
fro

m
 th

e M
arch

 1
3
 taP

e in
 o

rd
er to

 
contradict D

ean's claim
 of early W

ater-
gate w

arnings to the P
resident. 

T
hus, w

hile W
hite H

ouse reliance on 
the M

arch 21 tape helped quell an inci-
pient revolt of S

enate R
epublican lead-

ers, it also opens an ugly new
 dispute 

over credibility and cover-up. 
c+.4 

O
n
ly

 h
o
u
rs b

efo
re A

rch
ib

ald
 C

o
x
 

w
as fired

 as sp
ecial p

ro
secu

to
r am

id
 

W
hite H

ouse accusations of his D
eiho-

cratic' 'p
artisan

sh
ip

, 'h
is lieu

ten
an

ts 
w

ere questioning an im
m

unized w
it-

n
ess ab

o
u
t th

e m
ilk

 lo
b
b
y
's co

n
trib

u
-

tio
n
s to

 tw
o
 u

n
su

ccessfu
l can

d
id

ates 
for the 1972

.  D
em

ocratic presidential  

nom
ination: S

en H
ubert R

U
M

phrey of 
M

innesota and R
ep. W

ilbur D
. M

ills of 
A

rkansas. 
R

obert L
illy of A

ustin, T
ex., Political_ 

actio
n
 ch

ief fo
r th

e
-̀  A

ssociated M
ilk 

P
roducers, Inc. (A

M
P

I), w
as secretly 

given im
m

unity by the C
ox task force 

in
v
estig

atin
g
 p

o
litical co

n
trib

u
tio

n
s. 

H
e' testified before the second W

ater! 
gate grand jury in W

ashingitO
n O

ct;-10: 
C

ox w
as fired the next day. 

T
h
e p

rin
cip

al q
u
estio

n
in

g
: 'o

f L
illy

' 
concerned "laundered" contributions-
to

 th
e N

ix
o

n
 re-electio

n
 - cam

p
aig

n
 

th
ro

u
g
h
 th

e P
resid

en
t's law

y
er, H

er-
bert K

alm
bach. B

ut before testifying 
to the grand jury, L

illy advised friehds 
th

at p
ro

secu
to

rs' w
ere, 'ask

in
g
 h

fm
 

w
h
eth

er sim
ilar co

n
trib

u
tio

n
s w

ere 
m

ad
e to

 D
em

o
crats H

u
m

p
h

rey
 an

d
 

M
ills. 
In fact, L

illy said privately before be 
decided to take •fox's offer of im

m
u-

n
ity

 th
at h

e w
as afraid

 h
is testim

o
n
y
 

m
ig

h
t in

ad
v
erten

tly
 h

u
rt h

is frien
d
, 

W
ilbur M

ills. 
A

 footnote: L
egal reported contribu-

tio
n
s b

y
 th

e m
ilk

 lo
b
b
y
 are listed

 as 
$37,500 to M

ills and $12,000 to H
um

-
phrey—

a pittance com
pared w

ith' the 
hundreds of thouS

ands contributed to 
M

rs N
ixon. T

he prrisecutors w
ere 

tioning L
illy about.alleged unreported 

contributions, usually m
asked as legal 

fees. 
1973, F

i6lci E
nterpriiex, 

W
X

Posf 

R
ow

land E
vans and R

obert N
ovak 

M
r. N

ixon's Favorite T
ape 


