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““President Nixon’s
sonal secretary,
Woods, testified vesterday
that .some of ‘his sécret
Watergate tapes. were of
<uch. “bad quahty” that she
doubted /-exact transcripts
could"évser be made.
She said “maybe a’ techni-

cian” could do the job hutril
could not get every. word

and I don’t believe an‘j@i{”e

else could.” ¥
- Miss Woods said that, he

was able to come up with °

“the gist” of the disputed
talks, but it was not eclear
how complete the accounts
were that she committed to
paper. The President, she
.said, told her in late Sep-
tember to “get the highli tg.”
since she would not be &

to catch every line.

Called as a witness. infed-

eral court here, Miss Woods
said" she spent more han
three weeks trying to tran-
scribe'the President’s taped

conversations  about ithe
Watergate scandal t hpv“
heen singled out by’ gz‘and

jury and Senate subpoena&

Shedescribed it as a frs-
trating job that had her
muttering into the
morning hours at Camp
David over the ﬁrst tape she
tackled. .

“The quality is very bad
on some,” she told U.S. Dis-
trict Court Judge John J.
Siri “If the President
were'to put up his feet on
the desk, it sounds like a
bomb. Boom! If dlshes wire
picked up or taken. away,
you could hear thé dishes..
On -.one tape, - there was a
band: -playing. -outside ;

Sometimes  yoiu could hear

the  President  whistling.

were talking ™ atene ™t
and. you couldn’t .get even
une voice.”

It was Miss Woods’ first
court' appearance duri mg her
23 years with Mr. Nix 1, “in
and-out of oﬂch" 9“‘t*»sho
testified in a firm voice, She
vespondetl “reluctantly” to

some quastions, sarcastically

per- !
Rose Mary

early '

_ Oval’ Office that mor

to others, but w1thout a
trace of nePVOugjness £

\ppeamng on the%witness |
stand in & bright (yrange
dress with a long pearl neck-
lace, Miss Woods said ‘she
completed her work on the
subpoenaed tapes in “her

' possession on QOct. 23 or 24,

Record-keeping haphazard

on 26 tapes. Page A8,

TAPI%S»., Froﬁf"Al-

Pfesuient would “comply in
all respects”iwith c
ders demanding the
nine conyersatmn
Watergate 'Special
‘tor Archibald {Cox
poenaed for the
grand Jury here.

aides knew- then thq, two of
those tapes were missing,
but the President’s {lawyers

.gave no hint of thafé until

last week when

sations were never rgﬁorded j
i .

The hearings on the ta
began immediately
Miss Woods sai
turned over her roligh
scripts of the other
Mr. Nixon himself
making any copies.
The President’s
pointed courtroom? I
Samuel J. Powers,
whether she tried to

“Oh no, sir,” MlSS
replied. “Not at all:”
However, she said
able to come wup | with
“verbatim transcripts.”

In addition to working -

on the subpoenaed Hapes,
Miss Woods was ass ned
this past Monday to try' to
transcribe two other 1‘eg} ord-

ings — of the President’s
two meetings with Whl‘te‘

House counsel .John
Dean IIT last Apnl 1

Dean has said, Mr. Nixon
asked him to signa letter of
resignation. Dean said
refused and told the
dent at a second. sessmn in
the Executive Office Build
ing that afternoon that “he
would not be a “scapegoat”
for the Watergate scandal.

At first, Miss Wooﬁs said
she was unable._ to ftnd the |

second conversatio “the
tapes:given ke

she announced

wi;n’court yes-

onday but °

“meeting had just been

a_
|

terd‘ay “morning tha j {@e
‘right tape recording. e

with the help o;f,.%i‘W}Ante
House special counsel J
Fred Buzhardt Jr.

Agsistant Watergate Spe-
cial ProsUtor Richard Ben-
,Veniste-said the dlscovery

posed a ‘“substantial incon- :
sistency” with earlier White |

House and Secret Service
testimony about the record-

ing machines switching over !
automatica}ly from one to -
the ' other ‘around midnight

six time a week.
Miss Woods said the Exec-

utive Office Building tape .
initially given her for April -
16 began with a “Good after- -

noon, Mr. President” from
then-Secretary of State Wil-
liam Rogers. The President’s
logs showed that meetmg
began at 4:55 p.m. The logs
also showed that the. meet-

4: 07 to 4:35 p.m. Miss Woods |
“said this conversation was-
located yesterday morning |

on a different tape.
Ben-Veniste said this indi-
catéd that the two recording
machines wired to the Presi-
dent’s EOB office miust have

] sw1tched from ong” to the

other in e -late afternoon.

pril 14-16 weekend
al since it involves a
subpoenaed conversation be-
twéen the President and
Déan on - -Sunday, April 15.
According to Dean, Mr.
Nixon made remarks at that
meetmg that 1mphcateﬁ him
in the Watergate coveiup:

.The White House haé said
that the conversation’ was
_neyer recorded because the
tape on the recording ma-.
chine set for the EOB office
that weekend was already
filled up and that an auto-
matic timer did not kick the
second machine into action
until around midnight of '
April 15,

- Under questiomng by as
sistant Watergate ' special
prosecutor Jill Vollner, Miss

. Woods bristled at” queries

about how careful :she had

been with the tapes and said +

she took all the préga
that were needed fo pfevent
any  inadvertent %
She ‘said White
Stephen Bull, who :
her the tapes at Cal
Sept. 29, told her tg

was. | e
“I don’t really thmk I'm
so stupid that they had to g6

Swnv g "
ev

anc - over 1M

5 said. “I thmk I sed

Vollner asked.
Miss  Woods ‘epli
tesfily: “I used my- head.
The only one I had to use.”
Former White House qhxef
of staff H. R. (Bob) Halde-

man, who testified in the af- .

ternoon, indicated that' 'he
had less trouble than' Miss
Woods with one of" ‘the
Watergate tapes that
monitored shortly before his
resignation last April 30.

He, called the quahty
'the recording—a series’ »of
March 21 meetings between
Mr. Nixon and topy i‘a1des in-
cluding Haldeman and Déan

—“fair . . . not great” 'but
“qﬁxte adequate for a report
of .a conversation.”
- Grinning broadly, Halde-

<howeve ) watch
out for his' eardru s if he

gets to listen to the tapes
himself.
in' the Oval Office, Halde-
man said, are on the Presi-
dent’s desk whenever coffee
is "served in the White
House’s "china cups, “it’s an
ear - splitting problem for
those listening to the re-
cordings, I warn_you.” -

A

! The once crewcut presi-
. dential assistant, his hair

now growing rapidly toward
the collar of his glen-plaid
suit, said he could not re-
call Just why he hads be,v,n
gwen 22 tapes last“April

when""he could remember

hstemng to only one of

them. ..

He said Mr. Nixon “want-
ed a review of the. Ma;cch 21
meeting” but he Wgs® hazy
about what other/fapes; if
any, the Pre51dent ask 3 ,him
to check.

White,. Hotise and Secret
Service.logs show that Hal-
deman was given22tapés on

April 2,5 which White House
aide Buﬂ%xtracted

wmdup of a meeting. be-
tween Mr. Nixon, Has ‘\_,man
and former White House do-

mestic adVISer J onn D, Bnr-
lichman. 4

d Eh;uehman
their lawyers,
k and Frank
S trlck'l er, in Haldeman $

* White House office ‘before

the tapes were borrowed
and again the next day,
April 26, when they were
returned to Haldeman again.
e’ former White House
chie? of staff told: the court
thati his attorneys did not
listen® to any of the tapes.

ap _______,__‘ e R

The microphones !
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Newsmen surround Rose Mary Woods, the  District Court. With her, at right is
President’s. secretary, as she leaves U.S. Douglas Parker; a White House attorney.
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