
Wa tergate w atergate Staff 
	

NOV 9 

Nixon's Lac\A7yevz- 

Talk 'Alith Probers 
Washington 

Lawyers for the White 
House and the Senate 
Watergate committee met 
last night to discuss the 

,committee's request for ,a 
meeting with President 

Neither side would discuss 
anything that m a y have 
been resolved at the meet-
ing. 

In the past; the White 
House has rejected over-
tures from committee, con-
tending that the doctrine of 
executive privilge protected 
the President -  from being 
questioned by the Senators 

Samuel Dash, the commit-
tee's cheif counsel, and the 
Republican counsel, Fred 
Thompson, met for about 45 
minutes with the President's 

. top lawyers; Leonard Gar-
ment, t h e White House 
Counsel, and J. Fred Buz-
hardt, Jr., the special coun-
sel, in Buzhardt's office at 
the White House. 

- CORDIALITY. 

A spokesman for Garment 
would say only that the 
meeting w a s "cordial." 
Dash said, "My mission as 
counsel is, to report back to 
the committee  and that's,  
_what I am going to do." 

T h e committee decided 
Monday to ask its staff to 
explore with t h e White 
House whether Mr. Nixon 

. 	would.  be  .willing to -meet 
with the - committee's mem-
bers and, if so, under wild 
conditions. 	, - 

At the committee's public 
hearing yesterday, a fund-
raiser for - President Nixon 
vigorously denied the allega-.  
tion made Wednesday that 
the President's campaign fi-
nance chairman, Maurice H. 

.Stans, had promised to help 
a Florida home-builder set-
tle . his problems with the 
Federal Housing Adminis-

. tratiOn in return for a size-
able campaign contribution. 

- John J. P.:leste. toll the 
: comniittee • .under 	o a t h 

Wednesday that hi,: contri-
bution had been solicited. 
last year by Benjamin Fer- 
nandez, chairman of the 
National Hispanic Finance 

- Committee 'fbr. the Re-elec-
tion of the President. 

Priestes,  who i n  three 
-ears rose to become one of 

biggest home build- 
.. 	is to start a one-year 

r rent.-n'- • "::t week. 
'n• two 

• n" 
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- '1JAMIN FERNANDEZ 
\ppalleCI and Shocked' 

Priestes testified that Fer-
nandez had introduced him 
to Stans in Washington and 
that Stan.s had said, "I'll see 
what ,. we can do. If we can't 
do any good for you, we'll 
return the check to you." 

Yesterday, Fernandez 
called Priestes a "liar" and 
added, -"I am appalled, 
shocked and disgusted with 
the tenor of his testimony." 
He made a point-.by-point ' 
contradiction o f " Priestes' 
testimony. Fernandez' said 
that Priestes had first made 
contact with him. 

Fernandez denied that lie 
had ever promised any fa-
vors in exchange for Pri-
estes' donation. 
• Priestes contended that 
Fernandez had asked him 
for a $100,000 contribution, 
had. told him that the first 
check should be for $25,000 
and has asked for the mon-
ey in cash. Fernandez said 
that the $100,000 figure was 
never mentioned, that the 
$25,000 check was volun-
teered and that there was-
never a discussion of a cash 
ontribution, 
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