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on the 
Following is a transcript 

of President Nixon's broad- 
cast address on energy from 
Washington last night, as re-
corded by The New York 
Times: 
Good evening. I want to talk 

to you tonight about a seri-. 
ous national problem. A 
problem we must all face to-
gether in the months and 
years ahead;  

As America has grown and 
prospered in recent years, 
our energy demands have be-
gun to exceed available sup-
plies. In recent months we 
have taken many actions to 
increase supplies and to re-
duce consumption. But even 
with our best efforts we 
knew that a period of tempo-
rary shortages was inevilable., 

Unfortunately, our expec-
tations for this winter have 
now been sharply altered by 
the recent conflict in the 
Middle East. Because of that 
war, most of the Middle East-
ern oil producers have re-
duced overall production and 
cut off their shipments of oil 
to the United States. 

By the end of this month, 
more than two million bar-
rels a day of oil we expected 
to import into the 'United 
States will no longer be 
available. 

10 PER CENT SHORT 
We must therefore face up 

to a very stark fact. We are 
heading toward the most 
acute shortages of energy 
since World War II. Our sup-

)
ply of petroleum this winter 
will be at least 10 per cent 
short of our anticipated de-
mands and it could fall short 
by' as much as 17 per cent. 
Now even before War broke 
out tin the Middle East these 
prospective shortages were 
the subject of intensive dis-
cussions among members of 
my Administration, leaders 
of the Congress, Governors, 
Mayors and other groups. 

From these discussions has 
emerged a broad agreement 
that we as a nation must 
now set upon a new course. 
In the short run, this course 
means that we must use less 
energy — that means less 
heat, less electricity, less 
gasoline. In the long run, it 
means, that we must develop 
new sources of energ which 
will give us the capacity to 
meet our needs without re-
lying on any foreign nation. 

The immediate shortage 
will affect the lives of each 
and everyone of us. In our 
factories, our cars, our 
homes,. our offices we will 
have to use less fuel than 
we are accustomed to using. 

Some school and factory 
schedules may be realigned. 
And some jet airplane flights 
will be canceled. 

This does not mean that 
we're going to run out of 
'gasoline, or that air travel 
will stop, or that we will 
freeze in our homes or of-
fices anyplace in America. 

The fuel crisis need not 
mean genuine suffering for 
any American. 

But it will require some 
sacrifice by all Americans. 

Muscle Not Damaged 
We must be sure that our 

most vital needs are met 
first and that our least im-
portant activities are the first 
to be cut back, and we must 
be sure that while the fat 
from our economy is being 
trimmed the muscle is not 
seriously damaged. 

To help us carry out that 
responsibility I am tonight 
announcing the following 
steps: 

First, I am directing that 
industries and utilities which 
use coal which is our most 
abundant resorce be prevent-
ed from converting from coal 
to oil. Efforts will also be 
made to convert power plants 
from the use of coal—of oil 
to the use of coal. 

Second, we are allocating 
reduced quantities of fuel for 
aircraft. Now this is going 
to lead to a cutback of more 
than 10 per cent of the num-
ber of flights and some re-
scheduling of arrival and de-
parture times. 

Third, there will be reduc- 
tions of approximately 15 per 
cent in the supply of heating 
oil for homes and offices and 
other establishments. To be 
sure that there is enough oil 
to go around for the entire 
winter all over the country 
it ,will be essential for all of 
us to live and work in lower 
temperatures. 

68 Degrees 
We must ask everyone to 

lower the thermostat in your 
home by at least six degrees 
so that we can achieve a na-
tional daytime_ average of 68 
degrees. Incidentally my doc-
tor tell' me that in a tem-
perature of 66 to 68 degrees 
you're really more healthy 
than when it's 75 to 78,' if 
that's any comfort. 

In offices, factories and 
commercial establishments 
we must ask that you achieve 
the equivalent of a 10-degree 
reduction by either lowering 
the thermostat or curtailing 
working hours. 	_ 

Fourth, I am ordering addi-
tional reductions in the con-
sumption of energy by the 
Federal Government. We have 
already taken steps to reduce 
the Government's consump-
tion by 7 per cent. The cuts 
must now go deeper and 
must be made by every agen-
cy and every department in 
the Government. I am direct-
ing that the daytime tem-
peratures in Federal offices 
be reduced immediately to a 
level of between 65 and 68 
degrees, and that means in 
this room, too, as well as in 
every other room in the 
White House. 

In addition, I am ordering 
that all vehicles owned by 
the Federal Government, and 

there are over a half a mil-
lion of them, travel no faster 
than 50 miles per hour ex-
cept in emergencies. 

This is a step which I have 
also asked Governors, May-
ors and local officials to take 
immediately with regard to 
vehicles under their auth-
ority. 

Fifth, I'm asking the Atomic 
Energy Commission to speed. 
up the licensing and con-
struction of nuclear plants. 
We must seek to reduce the 
time required to bring nu-
clear paints on line, nuclear 
plants that can produce 
power. 

To 'bring them on line from 
10 years to 6 years—reduce 
that time lag. 

Sixth, I'm asking that Gov-
ernors and Mayors reinforce 
these actions by taking ap- 
propriate steps at the state 
and local level. 

We've already learned, for 
example from the State of 
Oregon, that considerable 
amounts-  of energy can be 
saved simply 'by curbing un- 
necessary lighting, and slight-
ly altering the school year. . 

Stagger Working Hours 
I am recommending that 

other communities follow this 
example. And also seek ways 
to stagger working hours, to 
encourage areater use of 
mass transit and car pools. 



How many times have you 
gone along the highway or 
the freeway, wherever the 
case may be, and seen hun-
dreds and,  hundreds bf cars 
with only one individual in 
that car. This we must all 
cooperate to change. 

Consistent with safety and 
economic considerations, I 
am also asking Governors to 
take steps to reduce highway 
speed limits to 50 miles per 

' hour. 
This action alone if it is 

adapted on a nationwide 
basis could save over 200,000 
barrels of oil a day—just 
reducing the speed limit to 
50 miles per hour. 

Now all of • these actions 
will result in substantial 
savings of energy. More than 
that, most of these are ac-
tions that we can take right 
now without further delay. 
The key to their success lies, 
however, not just hero. in 
Washington but in every 
home in t  every community 
across this country. 

If each of us joins in this 
effort, joins with the spirit and 
the determination that have 
always graced the American 
character, then half the battle 
will already be won. 

But we should recognize 
that' even these steps as es-
sential as they are may not 
be enough. We must be pre- , 
pared to take additional steps 
and for that purpose addi-
tional authorities must be 
provided by the Congress. 

I have also directed my 
chief adviser for energy pol-
icy, Governor Love, and other 
Administration officials to 
work closely with the Con-
gress in developing an Emer-
gency Energy Act. 

Wants Bill to Sign 
I met with the leaders of 

Congress this morning and I 
asked that they act on this 
legislation on a priority basis. 
It is imperative that this 
legislation be on my desk for 
a signature before the Cong-
ress recesses this December. 

Because of the hard work 
that's already been done on 
this bill by Senators Jackson 
and Fannin and others, I am 
confident that we can meet 
that goal. And I will have the 
bill on this desk and will 
be abe to sign it. 

This proposed legislation 
would enable the executive 
branch to meet the energy 
emergency in several im-
portant ways. 

First, it . would authorize 
an immediate return to day-
light saving time on a year-
round basis. 

Second, it would provide the 
necessary authority to relax 
environmental regulations on 
a temporary case by case 
basis, thus permitting an ap-
propriate balancing of our en-
vironmental interests, which 
all of us share, with our en-
ergy requirements which, of 
course, are indispensable. 

Third, it would grant au-
thority to impose special en-
ergy conservation measures, 
such as restrictions on the 
working hours for shopping 
centers and other commer-
cial establishments. 

And, fourth, it would ap- 

prove and fund increased ex-
production from our naval 
petroleum reserves. Now, 
these reserves are rich 
sources of oil.. From one of 
them alone, Elk Hills, in Cali-
fornia, we could produce 
more than 160,000 barrels of 
oil a day within two months. 

. Speed Lin,3ts 
Fiffh, it would provide the 

Federal Government with au-
thority to reduce highway 
speed limits throughout the 
nation and finally, it would' 
expand the power of the Gov-
ernment's regulatory agencies 
to adjust the schedules of 
planes, ships and other car-
riers. 

If shortages persist despite 
all of these actions and de- 
spite inevitable increases in 
the price of energy products 
it may then become neces- 
sary—may become necessary 
— to take even stronger 
measures. It is only prudent 
that we be ready to cut the 
consumption of oil products 
such as gasoline by rationing 
or by a fair system of taxa, 
tion and consequently I have 
directed that contingency 
plans, if this becomes neces-
sary,_ be prepared for that 
purpose. 

Now some of you , may 
wonder whether we're turn- 
ing back the clock to another 
age. Gas rationing. Oil short-
ages. Reduced speed lireits. 
They all sound like a way of 
life we left behind with Glenn 

:killer in the war of the for 
ties. Well in fact part of out,  
current • problem aiso stems 
from war, the war in the 
Middle East. But our deeper 
energy problems come not 
from war but from peace and 
from• abundance. We are run- 
ning out of energy today be-
cause our economy has grown 
enormously, and because in 
prosperity what were once 
considered luxuries are nOw 
considered necessities. 

Consume 30 Per Cent 
How many of you can 

remember when it was very 
unusual to have a home air- 
conditioned? And yet thiS is 
very common in almost all 
parts of the nation. As a 
result, the average Arnerican 
will consume as much energy 
in the next seven days as 
most other people' in the 
world will consume in an 
entire year. 

We have only 6 per cent 
of the world's people in 
America, . but we .consume 
over 30 per cent of all the 
energy in the world. Now 
our growing demands have 
bumped up against the limits 
of available supply. 

And until we provide new 
sources of energy for to-
morrow,. we must be nre-
pared to tighten our belts 
today. 

Let me turn now to our 
lone!,range plans. 
- While a resolution of the 
immediate crisis is our high-
est priority, we must act now 
to prevent a recurrence of 
such a crisis in the future. 

Bipartisan Response 
This is a matter of biparti-

san concern. It's going to re-
quire a bipartisan response. 

Two years ago, in the first 
energy message any Presi-
dent has ever sent to the 
Congress, I called attention 
to our 4urgent energy prob-
lem. Last April, this year, I 
reaffirmed to the 'CongreSs 
the magnitude pf that prob-
lem, and I called for action 
on seven major legislative 
initiatives. 

Again in June, I called for 
action. I have done so fre-
quently since then. 

But thus far, not one ma-
jor energy bill that I have 
asked for has been enacted. 
I realize -Olaf the Congress 
has been distracted in this 
period by other matters, but 
the time has now come for 
the Congress to get on with 
this urgent business, provid-', 
ing the legislation that willi 
meet not only the current 
crisis but also the long-range 
challenge that we face. 

Our failure to act now on 
our long-term energy prob-
lems could seriously endan-
ger the capacity of our farms 
and of our factories to em-
ploy • Americans at record-
breaking rates. Nearly 86-
million people are now at 
work in this country and to 
provide the highest standard 
of living we or any other 
nation has eevr known in his 
tory. St could reduce the ca-
pacity of our farmers to pro-
vide' the food we need; it 
could jeopardize our entire 
transportation system; it 

could seriously weaken the 
ability of America to continue 
to give the leadership which 
only we can provide to keep 
the peace that we have won 
at such great cost of thou-
sands of our finest young 
Americans. 

Years to Come 
That is why it is time to 

act now on vital energy legi-
slation that will affect Our 
daily lives, not just this year, 
but for years to come. We 
must have the legislation now 
which will authorize con-
struction of the Alaska pipe-
line. 

Legislation which is not 
burdened with irrelevant and 
unnecessary provisions. We 
must have legislative author-
ity to encourage- production 
of our vast quantities.of nat-
ural gas, one of the cleanest 
and best sources of energy. 

We must have the legal 
ability to set reasonable 
standards for the surface 
mining of coal, and we must 
have the organizational struc-
tures to meet and administer 
our energy programs. 

And therefore tonight, as 
I did this Morning in meet-
ing with the Congressional 
leaders, I again urged the 
Congress to give its attention 
to the inlitiatives I recom-
mended six months ago to 
meet the-se needs that I have 
described. 

Finally, I have stressed re-
peatedly the necessity of in-
creasing .our energy research 
and development efforts. Last 
June, I announced a five-year 
$10-billion 'program to de-
velop better ways of using 
energy and to explore and 
develop new energy sources. 

. Resources Listed 
Last month, I announced 

plans for an immediate ac-
celeration of that program. 
We can take heart in the fact 
that we in the United States 
have half the world's known 
coal.  reserves. We have huge 
untapped -sources of natural 
gas. -We have the most ad-
vanced nuclear technology 
known to man. We have oil in 
our continental shelves. We 
have oil shale out in the 
western part of the United 
States.. 
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And we have, some of the 
fineSt techr,;;cal and scientific 
minds in the world. In short, 
we have all the resources we 
need to meet the great chal-
lenge before -us. 

Now, we must demonstrate 
the will to meet that chal-
lenge. 

In World War II America 
was faced with the necessity 
of .-rapidly developing an 
atomic. capability. The cir-
cumstances were,',  great. Re-
sponding to -that challenge 
this nation brought, together 
its finest scientific skills,.and 
its,,finest,  administrative skills 
in what was known as the 
Manhattan Project. With all 
the needed resources at its 
command, with the highest 
priority assigned to its ef-
forts, the Manhattan Project 
gave us the atomic capacity 
that helped to end the war in 
the Pacific and to bring peace 
to the world. 

Apollo Project 
Twenty years later, re-

sponding to a different chal-
lenge, we focused our scien-
tific and technological genius 
on the frontiers of space. We 
pledged to put a man on the 
moon before 1970, and on 
July 20, 1969, Neil Armstrong 
made that historic giant leap 
for mankind when he stepped 
on the moon. 

The lessons of the Apollo 
project and of the earlier 
Manhattan Project are the 
same lessons that are taught 
by the whole of American 
history. Whenever the Ameri-
can people are faced with a 
clear goal and they're chal-
lenged to meet it, we can do 
extraordinary things. 

Today, the -challenge is to 
regain the strength we had 
earlier in this century — the 
strength of self-sufficiency. 

Service of Peace 
Our ability to meet our 

own energy needs is directly 
limited to our continued abil-
ity to act decisively and in-
dependently, at home and 
abroad, in the service of peace 
—not only for America, but 
for all nations in the world. 

I have ordered funding of 
this efort to achieve self-
sufficiency far in excess of 
the funds that were expended 
in the Manhattan Project. But 
money is only one of the in-
gredients essential to the suc-
cess of such a project. 

We must also have a uni-
fied direction of the effort to 
accomplish it. 

Because of the urgent need 

for an organization that 
would provide focused lead-
ership for this effort, I am 
asking the Congress to con-
sider my proposal for an 
Energy Research and Devel-
opment Administration, sepa-
rate from any other organi-
zational initiatives. 

And to enact this legisla-
tion in the present session 
of the Congress. 

Let us unite in committing 
the resources of this nation 
to a major new endeavor. 
And endeavor that in this 
bicentennial era we can ap-
propriately call Project Inde-
pendence: 

Let us set as our national 
goal, in the spirit of Apollo 
and with the determination 
of the Manhattan Project, 
that by the end of this 
decade, we will have devel-
oped the potential to meet 
our own energy needs with-
out depending on any for-
eign enemy—foreign energy 
sources. 

Some Hardship 
Let us pledge that by 1980 

under Project Independence 
we shall be able to meet 
America's energy needs from 
America's own energy re-
sources. 

In speaking to you tonight 
in terms as direct as these 
my concern has been to lay 
before you the full facts of 
the nation's energy shortage. 
It is important that each of 
us understands what the sit-
uation is, and how the efforts 
we together can take to help 
to meet it are essential to 
our total effort. 

No people in the world 
perform more nobly than the 
American people when called 
upon to unite M the service 
of their country. I am su- 
premely confident that while 
the days and weeks ahead 
may be a time of some hard- 
ship for many of us they will 
also be a time of renewed 
commitment and concentra- 
tion to the national interests. 

No Crisis of Spirit 
We have an energy crisis, 

but there is no crisis of the 
American spirit. Let us go 
forward then doing what 
needs to be done, proud of 
what we have accomplished 
together in the past, and con-
fident of what we can accom-
plish together in the future. 

Let us find in this time of 
national necessity a renewed 
awareness of our capacities 
as a people, a deeper sense 
of our responsibilities as a 
nation, and an increased un-
derstandin gthat the measure 
and the meaning of America 
has always been determined 
by the devotion which each 
of us brings to our duty as 
citizens of America. 

I should like to close with 
a personal note. It is just one 
year ago that I was re-elected 
as President of the United 
States of America., During 
this past year we have made 
great progress in achieving 
the , goals that I have set 
forth in my re-election cam-
paign. We have ended the 
longest war in America's his-
tory. All of our prisoners of 
war have been returned home. 

And for the first time in 
25 years no young Americans 
are being drafted into the 
Armed Services. 

Deplorable Watergate 
We have made progress to-

ward our goal of a real pros-
perity without war. The rate 
of unemployment is down to 
4.5 per cent which is the  

lowest unemployment in 
peacetime that we've had in 
16 years. And we are finally 
beginning to make progress 
in our fight against the rise 
in the cost of living. 

These are substantial 
achievements in this year 
1973. 

But I would be less than-
catndid if I were not to admit 
that this has not been an 
easy year in some other re- t , 
spects as all of you are quite 
aware. 
As a result of the deplor- .c,  

able Watergate matter; great i,f 

numbers of Americans have 
had doubts raised as to the 
integrity of the President of 
the United States. I've even 
noted that some publications 
have called on me to resign 
the office of President of the 
United States. 
Tonight I would like to give 

my answer to those who 
:have suggested that I re-
sign. 

_I have no intention what-
ever of walking away from 
the job I was elected to do. 

Pledge for Peace - 
As long as I am physically 

able, I am going to continue 
tow ark 16 to 18 hours a 
day for the cause of a real 
peace abroad, and for the 
cause of prosperity, without 
inflation and without war, at 
home. 

And in the months ahead, I 
shall do everything that I can 
to see that any doubts as to 

'The integrity of the man who 
occupies the highest office in 
this land—to remove those 
doubts where they exist. 

And am confident that 
in those months ahead, the 
American people will come to 
realize that I have ,nOt vio-
lated the trust that they r.  
placed in me when -they 
elected -me as President of . 
the United States in the past. .. 

Aond I pledge to you to-
night that I shall always-do 
everything that I can to be 
worthy of that trust in the 
future. 

Thank you and goodnight. 


