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R
epublicaT 

A dvice 	
ential 1)enance 

D
oom

ing the m
elancholy private dia-

logue betw
een P

resident N
ixon's lieu-

tenants and congressional R
epublicans 

is total W
hite H

ouse rejection of C
api-

to
l H

ill's d
eep

ly
 felt n

eed
 fo

r p
u
b
lic 

penance by the P
resident. 

C
urrent negotiations ostensibly con-

C
ern,  how

 m
uch M

r. N
ixon shall open 

h
is files to

 sav
e h

is p
resid

en
cy

. B
u

t 
these talks founder over unstated con-
g
ressio

n
al d

em
an

d
s th

at M
r. N

ix
o
n
 

som
ehow

 confront C
ongress, perhaps 

as a com
m

ittee w
itness, w

ith a• show
 of 

expiation, and contrition. O
ne influen-

tie (and pro-N
ixon) R

epublican sena-
tor feels M

r. N
ixon cannot survive un-

less lik
e H

en
ry

 II, th
e 1

2
th

 cen
tu

ry
 

K
ing of E

ngland w
ho ,  ato

n
ed

 fo
r th

e 
m

urder of S
t. T

hom
as A

. B
ecket by be-

ing publicly scourged, he m
akes public 

penance. 
T

h
at is an

ath
em

a to
 th

e •P
resid

en
t 

an
d

 all h
is ad

v
isers. In

d
eed

, h
e is ig

-
n
o
rin

g
 ad

v
ice fro

m
 h

is •o
w

n
 staff to

 
m

ak
e co

n
sid

erab
ly

 less h
u

m
iliatin

g
 

gestures. T
hus, w

hatever agreem
ents 

are reached betw
een R

epublican lead-
ers and the W

hite H
buse over disclo-

su
re o

f tap
e reco

rd
in

g
s an

d
 d

o
cu

-
inents, the basic gap w

ill rem
ain un-•  

bridged and R
epublican sentim

ent for 
M

r. N
ixon's resignation w

ill rise. 
T

he. W
hite H

ouse's understanding of 
sen

tim
en

t o
n
 C

ap
ito

l H
ill is ev

en
 

m
u
rk

ier to
d
ay

 th
an

 in
 calm

er tim
es. 

M
r. N

ixon's aides interpreted conserva-
tive S

en. P
eter D

om
inick's criticism

 of 
th

e P
resid

en
t M

o
n
d
ay

 as reflectin
g
 

fear ab
o

u
t h

is 1
9

7
4

 re-electio
n

 cam
-

paign in C
olorado. In truth, D

om
inick 

w
as say

in
g

 in
 p

u
b

lic w
h

at alm
o

st all 
his colleagues •say privately in the R

e-
publican cloakroom

. 
R

epublican senators w
ho still have 

n
o

t u
ttered

 a sin
g

le -w
o

rd
 critical o

f 
M

r. N
ixon say privately he m

ust resign 
once R

ep. G
erald F

ord is confirm
ed as 

V
ice P

resident. T
he barrage of recom

-
m

endations from
 C

apitol H
ill are elev-

enth-hour efforts to avoid the necessity 
of the P

resident's resignation. 
S

en. W
illiam

 B
rock of T

ennessee, a 
conservative and a N

ixon loyalist, re-
cently w

rote the P
resident a rem

arka-
ble letter outlining the steps necessary 
to save him

self —
 stressing public dis-

closure not only of tape recordings but 
of 

all 
presidential docum

ents bearing 
on W

atergate. L
ess sw

eeping requests 
are n

o
w

 b
ein

g
 n

eg
o

tiated
 w

ith
 th

e 
W

h
ite H

o
u
se b

y
 S

en
ate R

ep
u
b
lican

 
leaders. 

B
u

t tap
es an

d
 d

o
cu

m
en

ts w
ill n

o
t  

truly satisfy C
ongress. M

any R
epubli-

cans feel the P
resident should face in-

terrogation from
 his legislaltive peers 

—
 p

erh
ap

s b
y

 th
e S

en
ate W

aterg
ate 

com
m

ittee. O
ne R

epublican leader in 
C

ongress, in public a total supporter of 
M

r. N
ix

o
n
, is p

riv
ately

 tellin
g
 th

e 
W

h
ite H

o
u
se th

e P
resid

en
t m

u
st tes-

tify
 b

ecau
se h

e is "at th
e en

d
 o

f th
e 

road" and no other course rem
ains. 

T
he avow

ed purpose of calling M
r. 

N
ixon to testify: to probe inconsisten-

cies in M
r. N

ixon's confusing explana-
tions of W

atergate. B
eyond the avow

ed 
p
u
rp

o
se, h

o
w

ev
er, is th

e H
en

ry
 II 

syndrom
e: the feeling M

r. N
ixon can 

survive only 'by hum
bling him

self. It is 
h
ere w

h
ere all h

o
p
es sin

k
 o

f ag
ree-

m
en

t b
etw

een
 th

e P
resid

en
t an

d
 co

n
-

gressional R
epublicans. 

"If the P
resident has to go up to the 

H
ill, g

ro
v
elin

g
, o

n
 h

is h
an

d
s an

d
 

knees, I'd rather see him
 im

peached," 
one senior N

ixon aide told us. A
 m

id-
dle-level assistant put it this w

ay: "A
re 

w
e going to go out craw

ling on our bel-
lie

s o
r a

re
 w

e
 g

o
in

g
 to

 g
o
 o

u
t 

sw
inging?" 
T

hose tw
o presidential assistants are

•
soft-liners in the W

hite H
ouse context. 

N
aturally, then, the hard-liners—

head-
ed by R

ichard M
. N

ixon—
are unalter-

ab
ly

 o
p

p
o

sed
 to

 an
y

 •act o
f p

en
an

ce. 
Indeed, the P

resident ignores consider-
ab

ly
 m

o
re m

o
d
erate g

estu
res reco

m
-

m
ended by his ow

n staff. 

S
taff p

ro
p

o
sals far a fran

k
, p

riv
ate 

d
iscu

ssio
n
 o

f W
aterg

ate w
ith

 S
en

ate 
an

d
 H

o
u

se R
ep

u
b

lican
s h

av
e b

een
 

g
ath

erin
g

 d
u

st in
 th

e O
v

al O
ffice fo

r 
w

eek
s. O

n
e ad

v
iser, 'u

su
ally

 a b
ard

-
liner, is getting now

here in urging one 
final try by M

r. N
ixon to publicly pre-

sen
t h

is sid
e o

f th
e W

aterg
ate sto

ry
. 

E
arnest suggestions from

 C
apitol H

ill, 
such as S

en, B
rock's, naturally go un-

answ
ered. 

R
ather, the old W

hite H
ouk refrain 

that M
r. N

ixon can save him
self by for-

getting W
atergate and turning to other 

m
atters is so

u
n
d
in

g
 ag

ain
. T

h
at m

ay
 

ex
p
lain

 can
cellatio

n
 o

f M
r. N

ix
o
n
's 

m
eetin

g
 w

ith
 h

is W
aterg

ate law
y
ers 

M
o
n
d
ay

 in
 o

rd
er to

 d
eal w

ith
 th

e en
-

ergy crisis. It does explain P
ress S

ecre-
tary

 R
o
n
 Z

ieg
ler's referen

ce to
 th

e 
W

atergate "foolishness," fully reflect-
ing M

r. N
ixon's ow

n view
. 

• 
In the S

enate R
epublican cloakroom

, 
Z

iegler's "foolishness" w
as considered 

a rep
u
d
iatio

n
 o

f S
en

. B
arry

 G
o
ld

w
a-

ter's plea last S
unday that everybody 

"cool it." It also show
s that w

hile M
r. 

N
ixon's congressional supporters are 

dow
n to a precious few

, not m
uch has 

changed at the W
hite H

ouse. F
or the 

sh
o
rt ru

n
, th

at p
ro

m
ises M

r. N
ix

o
n
's 

continued refusal to display any w
eak-

ness, m
uch less resigning as P

resident, 
ev

en
 as R

ep
u

b
lican

 su
p

p
o

rt g
ro

w
s 

thinner by the day. 
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