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G
uess W

ho Isn't C
orning to D

inner, or, K
eeping 

V
IP

 
B

y M
axine C

heshire 
• 

W
hile one of P

resident N
ixon's sons-in-law

 has been 
defending him

 forcefully in public at every opportu-
nity, the other has been keeping a low

 profile. 
E

dw
ard F

inch C
ox has not been seen m

uch around 
the W

hite H
ouse since early last sum

m
er. 

H
e and his w

ife, T
ricia, haven't had a private dinner 

alone w
ith her parents since June 3. T

hey haven't at-
ten

d
ed

 a state d
in

n
er sin

ce th
e o

n
e fo

r S
o
v
iet lead

er 
L

eonid B
rezhnev on June 19. 

M
rs. C

ox has been here frequently during the past 
tw

o w
eeks of crisis. B

ut a W
hite H

ouse spokesm
an says 

that her husband's conspicuous absence has been neces-
sitated by reserve duty and the w

orkload of his job at 
th

e p
restig

io
u

s firm
 o

f C
rav

ath
, S

w
ain

e &
 M

o
o
re in

 
N

ew
 Y

ork C
ity. 

T
h
is lack

 o
f co

n
tact h

as led
 to

 sp
ecu

latio
n
 th

at a 
chill m

ay have developed betw
een the 27-year-old C

ox 
and his father-in-law

. O
ne'W

hite H
ouse staffer rem

arked 
privately several m

onths ago that tension betw
een the 

tw
o

 w
as su

ch
 th

at P
resid

en
t N

ix
o

n
 to

o
k

 h
is m

eals 
"elsew

h
ere" w

h
en

 C
o

x
 w

as v
isitin

g
. N

o, 
explanation 

w
as given by the aide. 
P

olitically, C
ox has alw

ays been m
ore liberal than 

the P
resident, but the tw

o had "alw
ays argued politics 

at 
th

e d
in

n
er tab

le" w
ith

o
u
t ran

co
r, an

o
th

er W
h
ite 

H
ouse aide said. 
D

avid E
isenhow

er and his w
ife, Julie, have been vol-

u
b
le an

d
 v

isib
le in

 su
p

p
o
rt o

f th
e P

resid
en

t. H
e ap

-
peared on the "T

oday" show
 last w

eek to defend the 
firing of A

rchibald C
ox and Julie follow

ed him
 on the 

sam
e program

 this w
eek w

ith sim
ilar view

s. 
T

he E
isenhow

ers dine frequently w
ith her parents 

at the W
hite H

ouse. T
hey all w

ent out to T
rader V

ic's 
together recently and som

etim
es the N

ixons take food 
from

 the W
hite H

ouse kitchen and drive out for sup-
per w

ith the couple at their B
ethesda hom

e. 

W
hen Julie E

isenhow
er is out of tow

n, com
m

uting 
to

 In
d
ian

ap
o
lis, h

er h
u
sb

an
d
 eats reg

u
larly

 w
ith

 h
is 

in-law
s. 

C
ox, w

hile refusing to com
m

ent on the frequency or 
infrequency w

ith w
hich he sees the N

ixons, denies that 
he has been keeping him

self aloof from
 his father-in-

law
 or rem

ote from
 W

atergate. 
H

e indicates that the fam
ily is harm

oniously united 
behind the P

resident. 
"I w

atched him
 on television during his press con-

ference the other night and called him
 afterw

ards and 
w

e h
ad

 a talk
," h

e said
. "I co

n
g
ratu

lated
 h

im
. It w

as 
very strong, very good." 

T
hat w

as on F
riday. L

ater that night, after m
idnight 

C
ox flew

 dow
n to join the rest of the fam

ily at C
am

p
-

D
avid for the w

eekend. 
T

h
at w

as th
e w

eek
en

d
 N

ew
sw

eek
 m

ag
azin

e w
as 

checking a story on T
ricia and E

d C
ox's 1973 incom

e 
tax returns, but C

ox says that his father-in-law
 did not 

m
ention the subject. 
A

ccording to the m
agazine, T

ricia C
ox had $20,000 

o
f h

er o
w

n
 m

o
n
ey

 in
v
ested

 in
 a F

lo
rid

a real estate 
deal of her father's w

hich earned a capital gains profit 
of $112,400 last year. 

T
he m

agazine accused P
resident N

ixon of arranging 
his ow

n IR
S

 return and that of the C
oxes to avoid pay-

ing taxes on the m
oney in question. 



a Low Profile 
"The first thing I heard about it," Cox said, "was on 

Monday when sameone called one of the partners here 
in the law firm and asked him if they would be defend-
ing me if I were sued for a false return." 

He added: "I'm shocked. In my joint return with 
Tricia, we paid all sums owed, including a capital gains 
on her portion of that transaction." 
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