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W
ill L

eon Jaw
orski Investigate the Plurnbers? 

B
y O

scar B
erger 

L
e
o
n
 Ja

w
o
rski 

W
h
eth

er P
resid

en
t N

ix
o
n
 ach

iev
es 

an
y
 lo

n
g
-ran

g
e o

b
jectiv

e o
u
t o

f h
is 

O
ct. 20 S

aturday night m
assacre m

ay. 
be  an

sw
ered

 in
 a critical d

ecisio
n
 

aw
aitin

g
 L

eo
n
 Jaw

o
rsk

i as th
e n

ew
 

sp
ecial p

ro
secu

to
r: S

h
all h

e p
ress th

e 
in

v
estig

atio
n
 o

f th
e W

h
ite H

o
u
se 

p
lu

m
b
ers u

n
it b

eg
u
n
 b

y
 A

rch
ib

ald
 

C
ox? 
T

he desires of the W
hite H

ouse are 
u
n
m

istak
ab

le. It w
an

ts' Jaw
o
rsk

i to
 

forget about the plum
bers, drop C

ox's 
u
n
fu

lfilled
 d

em
an

d
s fo

r d
o
cu

m
en

ts 
concerning the plum

bers and quickly 
get rid of the K

ennedy D
em

ocrat still 
in charge of this investigation. 

If Jaw
o
rsk

i tak
es th

at co
u
rse, th

e 
W

hite H
ouse w

ill, in fact, have the spe-
cial p

ro
secu

to
r it w

an
ts. B

ey
o
n
d
 th

e 
plum

bers, N
ixon lieutenants w

ant Ja-
w

orski to focus narrow
ly on the W

ater-
gate burglary and dism

antle C
ox inves-

tigations into other m
atters. If that re-

su
lts in

 an
g
ry

 resig
n
atio

n
s b

y
 C

o
x
's 

task force chiefs, so m
uch 'the better in 

the eyes of the W
hite H

ouse. T
he or- 

d
eal o

f th
e S

atu
rd

ay
 n

ig
h
t m

assacre 
w

ill not have been in vain. 
N

o
th

in
g
 h

as d
ism

ay
ed

 th
e W

h
ite 

H
ouse m

ore than the aggressive hives-
tig

atio
n
 o

f th
e p

lu
m

b
ers b

y
 th

e C
o
x
 

task
 fo

rce u
n
d
er W

illiam
 H

. M
errill, 

assistant chief U
.S

. A
ttorney in D

etroit 
during the K

ennedy and Johnson ad- 
,  

m
inistrations. N

ixon aides believe M
er-

rill's investigation of the 1971 burglary 
o
f D

an
iel E

llsb
erg

's p
sy

ch
iatrist's o

f- 
fice in

ten
d
s to

 im
p
licate M

r. N
ix

o
n
 

him
self. Indeed, the M

errill task force, 
in

terested
 in

 m
o
re th

an
 m

ere b
u
r-

g
laries, w

an
ts to

 ex
p
o
se a p

attern
 o

f 
illegitim

ate governm
ental pow

ers. 
U

nderstandably, then, C
ox encoun-

tered
 sp

ecial W
h
ite H

o
u
se resistan

ce 
against supplying docum

ents about the 
plum

bers. A
s C

ox testified before the 
S

en
ate Ju

d
iciary

 C
o
m

m
ittee, h

is re-
q
u
ests o

n
 A

u
g
. 2

3
 fo

r a lo
n
g
 list o

f 
such papers (including, records of m

ys-
terio

u
s p

lu
m

b
ers assig

n
m

en
ts called

 
"S

pecial P
roject N

o. M
-1" and "P

roject 
O

dessa") w
ere ignored. 

S
o
o
n
 after arriv

in
g
 h

ere th
is W

eek
, 

Jaw
o
rsk

i w
ill b

e ask
ed

 b
y
 M

errill to
 

ren
ew

 d
em

an
d
s fo

r th
ese p

ap
ers. an

d
 

su
b
p
o
e
n
a
 th

e
m

 if n
e
c
e
ssa

ry
. T

h
e
 

W
h
ite H

o
u
se h

o
p
es h

e w
ill refu

se, 
leading to a public outburst by M

errill 
and either his resignation or dism

issal. 
T

hat, in turn, could start a chain reac-
tion leading to the departure of C

ox's 
entire senior staff. 

"Jaw
o
rsk

i su
re as h

ell h
as th

e rig
h
t 

to bring his ow
n team

 on," a presiden-
tial aide told us. O

ther N
ixon lieuten-

an
ts p

riv
ately

 reg
ret th

at M
r. N

ix
o
n
, 

h
av

in
g
 risk

ed
 im

p
each

m
en

t b
y
 firin

g
 

C
o
x
, d

id
 n

o
t fin

ish
 th

e jo
b
 b

y
 g

ettin
g
 

rid of his task !once chiefs too. 
A

ccordingly, since C
ox's departure, 

th
e W

h
ite H

o
u
se h

as laid
 th

e p
u
b
lic 

relatio
n
s g

ro
u
n
d
w

o
rk

 fo
r m

o
re d

is-
m

issals or forced resignations describ-
ing the special prosecutor's office as a 
hive of anti-N

ixon partisans—
particu-

larly plum
bers investigator M

errill. A
 

onetim
e D

em
ocratic candidate for C

on-
gress w

ho w
as M

ichigan chairm
an of 

C
itizens for R

obert K
ennedy in 1968, 

M
errill is being painted as an im

placa-
ble foe of the P

resident. 
B

ut curtailing investigations not di-
rectly

 related
 to

 th
e W

aterg
ate b

u
r-

glary and disposing of C
ox's holdovers 

w
o
u
ld

 start a n
ew

 sto
rm

 in
 C

o
n
g
ress 

an
d
 am

o
n
g
 th

e p
u
b
lic. T

o
 co

u
n
teract 

that, presidential aides hope Jaw
orski 

w
ill m

o
v
e q

u
ick

ly
 fo

r g
ran

d
 ju

ry
 ac-

tion in the W
atergate case itself. 

T
h
at p

ro
b
ab

ly
 w

o
u
ld

 m
ean

 in
d
ict-

m
ents of big nam

es: John M
itchell, H

. 
R

. H
aldem

an, John D
. E

hrlichm
an. T

he 
W

hite H
ouse could argue that L

eon Ja-
w

o
rsk

i w
as clean

in
g
 u

p
 W

aterg
ate 

w
h
ile A

rch
ie C

o
x
 h

ad
 b

een
 fid

d
lin

g
 

around w
ith irrelevancies in trying to 

b
rin

g
 d

o
W

n
 th

e P
resid

en
t. Jaw

o
rsk

i 
could then quietly shut dow

n investi-
gations of the plum

bers, cam
paign ex-

penditures and perhaps the IT
T

 affair  

and stop prying into M
r. N

ixon's per-
sonal finances. 

W
h
ereas C

o
x
 w

as n
am

ed
 sp

ecial 
p
ro

secu
to

r b
y
 th

en
 A

tty
. G

en
. E

llio
t 

R
ichardson w

ithout prior W
hite H

ouse 
approval, the P

resident and his senior 
staff w

ere d
eep

ly
 in

v
o
lv

ed
 in

 Jaw
o
r-

ski's selection. T
hey picked a H

ouston 
corporation law

yer of unquestioned in-
tegrity but no tendency to oppose the 
establishm

ent. 
"L

eon is im
pressed by pow

er," says• 
one prom

inent T
exas D

em
ocrat allied 

w
ith Jaw

orski in p
ast cam

p
aig

n
s. "I 

w
o
u
ld

 th
in

k
 h

e w
ill b

e terrib
ly

 im
-

p
ressed

 b
y
 M

r. P
resid

en
t in

 th
e O

v
al 

O
ffice." H

e and other T
exans believe 

Jaw
orski w

ould shrink from
 taking the 

P
resident into court to seek docum

ents 
as C

o
x
 d

id
 o

r in
 p

ressin
g
 in

v
estig

a-
tions that could personally em

barrass 
M

r. N
ixon.. 

B
ut there is another aspect to Jaw

or-
ski. H

e is a m
an of considerable egp, 

fello
w

 law
y
ers in

 H
o
u
sto

n
 rep

o
rt, 

proud of his m
any civic endeavors. A

t 
age 68, he w

ill be sensitive to accusa-
tions of cover-up and could conceiva-
b
ly

 co
m

e aro
u
n
d
 to

 th
e in

v
estig

ativ
e 

course taken by C
ox. If so, the W

hite 
H

ouse w
ill then have irrevocably lost 

all co
n
tro

l o
f th

e W
aterg

ate p
ro

secu
-

tion. 
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