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Gurney Blast at Probe 
Washington 

Senator Edward J. Gur-
ney; President Nixon's 
staunchest defender on 
the Senate Select Water-
gate committee, has called 
the work of the committee 
a "travesty" in a private 
letter to New Hampshire 
Governor Meldrin Thom-
son Jr. 

"The only concrete contri-
butions we have made have 
been to force down the stock 
market, up the price of gold, 
devalue the American dol- . 
lar. hurt the economy, and 
destroy the confidence . of 
people in the American po-
1"i^al cv,tem," the Florida 

Republican said iii the Octo-
ber 5 letter. "These are cer-
tainly concrete contributions 
but about as useful as a 
block o f concrete tied 
around a swimmer's neck." ' 

Although Gurney's staff at 
first .appeared to disclaim 
the letter, a sploesman said 
yesterday that a photocopy 
of it had been found in Gur-
ney's files. The spokesman 
said Gurney "characterized 
it as letting off . a little 
steam." 

Thomson sent a telegram 
to the chairman of the Sen-
ate committee,. Senator Sam 
J. Ervin Jr, (Dem-N.C.) on 
September 17, complaining  

about the activities of com-
mittee investigators in New 
Hampshire. Thomson also 
apparently. wrote Gurney, 
although the spokesman for 
Gurney said yesterday that 
Thomson's letter could not 
be found. 

In his letter to Thomson, 
Gurney said, "I have myself 
been the, object of two inves-
tigations in Florida by the 
staff of our very own com-
mittee, an action unprece-
dented in Senate committees 
as far as I know." 

Chief committee counsel 
Samuel-  Dash said' yesterday 
that it is "absolutely un-
true" that the committee  

staff has investigated Gur-
ney. Dash said that one wit-
ness who will be called be-
fore t h e committee this 
week, Miami builder John 
Priestes, is involved with "a 
local Senator Gurney mat-
ter," but "we did not get to 
him because of any investi-
gation having anything to do 
with Senator Gurney." 

Gurney acknowledged last 
week that the Justice De-
partment is investigating al-
legations that Florida build-
e r s secretly contributed 
large sums of money to him 
and expected preferential 
treatment by the , Federal 
Housing Administration in 
return. Gurney has denied 

'knowledge of such' fund-
raising efforts. 

Priestes is one of seven 
witnesses to be called this 
week. The committee re-
sumes its hearings today. 
The committee will question 
Priestes on the circumstan-
ces surrounding solicitation 
Of a contribution to the Nix-
on re-election campaign in 
return for a favor from the 
FHA, aecroding to sources. 

The committee's Republi-
can minority has scheduled 

uitnesses, all of whom 
are expected to be heard to-
day, as part of the commit-
t e e 's investigations . intoa 
"dirty tricks." 
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