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Network Response 
It was the first Adminis-

tration barrage at the press 
since the attacks last year 
by former Vice President 
Spiro Agnew. 

Executives of the three 
major television networks 
promptly rejected the Presi- 
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Nixon Takes on TV News 
OMETIMES he gets 
very discouraged. Some-

times he doesn't even want 
to get up in the morning. But 
he is willing to go through 
any pain to do. What he thinks 
right." 

Julie Nixon Eisenhower 
spoke in her father's behalf 
last Sunday while dedicating 
the Dwight D. Eisenhower 
Junior High School in Chica-
go — at a time when seem-
ingly few others were publ-
icly rushing forward to sup-
port the beleaguered Presi-
dent;  

Despite the fact that Mr. 
Nixon had agreed to surrend-
er the long-fought-over Wa-
tergate tapes, impeachment 
talk was still prevalent ar-
ound the country last week. 

"I'd like to say it's just 
the normal reaction of the 
liberals and people who nev-
er liked Nixon anyway," 
said Clarke Reed, the mili- 

'Anger? Ore only 

has anger avt1;17 

those he respects' 

tautly conservative Missis-
sippi state Republican chair-
man. "But I have to agree 
that there's real disenchant-
ment among the people who 
are not normally disenchant-
ed." 

In a news conference last 
weekend, once postponed be-
cause of Middle East war 
developments, Pr esi den t• 
Nixon, his face heavy with 
fatigue and displaying occa-
sional hurt and anger, as-
serted that he would not be 
deterred by demands for his 
impeachment and said he 
had n o intentioning of 
resigning. 

A lot of his problems, he 
said, stemmed from press 
coverage — particulary by 
the TV networks: "I have 
never heard or seen such 
outrageous vicious, distorted 
reporting in 27 years of publ-
ic life . . . When people are 
pounded night after night 
with that kind of frantic. 
hysterical reporting, it na-
turally shakes their confid-
ence." 

And in response to another 
question suggesting that the 
President was "angry" with 
the media, President Nixon 
said. "Don't get the impres-
sion that you arouse my an-
ger . . . One can only be an-
gry with those he respects."  

dent's charges. "I am very 
sorry it all started up again," 
said NBC News President 
Richard C. Wald. "I honest-
ly feel the President is mak-
ing a mistake — the old mis-
take of blaming the messen-
ger for the message." 

Then Presidential aide Pa-
trick Buchannan, a speech-
writer for President Nixon, 
followed up last Monday eve-
ning by calling for legisla-
tion to break up what he 
called "excessive power" of 
broadcast networks to domi-
nate the flow of ideas to the. 
American public. 

Cox's Firing 

But the main issue for the 
government and the public 
at large had been the firing 
of Special Watergate Prose-
cutor Archibald Cox. 

The -President said h e 
would name a new prosecu-
tor to take over the Water-
gate investigation, that the 
prosecutor would have "in-
dependence" and  "total 
cooperation" from the White 
House but would be expect-
ed to refrain from suing the 
White House for informa-
tion. 

Sentiment i n Congress, 
however, seemed to be over-
whelming for the establish-
ment of an independent Wat-
ergate prosecutor by the 
House and Senate (see In-
vestigation). 

Western Union reported 
that more than 250,000 tele-
grams had been sent to gov-
ernment officials following 
Cox' firing, with even Re-
publican C mgressmen re-
porting ratic s running 12-to-1 
against the President. 

Gerald R. Ford, President 
Nixon's nominee for Vice 
President, agreed that the 
House should "carry on" 
with the irquiry into im-
peachment cf the President. 
former Treasury Secretary 
John Connally said "the 
President oved the country, 
a better exclanation for his 
actions thar we got" and 
Senator Dantel K. Inouye, a 
Democratic member of the 
Watergate committee, asked, 
"When will this nightmare 
end?" 

Congressman John Rhodes 
(Rep.-Ariz.), one of the few 
officials to publicly stand be-
hind t h e President, said 
Americans should "get down 
on their knees and thank 
God for President Nixon in-
stead of trying to impeach 
him."•  

Ca mpi is Rallies 
But the rallies around the 

nation last weekend were 
rallies f o r impeachment. 
Ten thousanc people attend-
ed a "Convocation on Im-
peachment" on the Berkeley 
campus. Like rallies on oth-
er campuses (Michigan, 
Duke, Iowa, UCLA among 
them), the mood was moder-
ate,_in contra st to the rebel-
lion and vi )lence of the 
1960s. 

Some 1000 demonstrators 
paraded around the White 
House carrying signs read-
ing: "Honk If You Want 
Him Impeached." Passing 
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motorists responded with 
their car horns and local 
police stopped a. number of 
them and issued $5 tickets 
for `:nnnecessary noise." 

A survey conducted by 
Opinion Research Corp. of 
Princeton. N.J., for CBS. 
found that 46 per cent of the 
747 people questioned nation-
wide were.  against impeach-
ment, 42 per cent in favor 
with 11 having no opinion. 

On the question of resigna-
tion, however, 48 per cent 
felt Mr. Nixon should resign. 
39 per cent said he should 
stay in office and 12 per cent 
had no opinion. 

In the House, where the 
responsibility for impeach- 

ment lay, there was disa-
greement among Democrat-
ic and Republican members 
of the. House Judiciary Com-
mittee. 

The Democratic majority 
asserted that grounds for 
impeachment were not lim-
ited to violations of criminal 
law — "treason, bribery or 
other high crimes and mis-
demeanors" — while Repub-
licans were sticking to the 
claim that the President 
could only be impeached for 
criminal wrongdoing. 

Broad Scope 
Judiciary committee 

chairman Peter W. Rodin 
Jr. (Dem.-N.J.), stated that 
the panel would undertake 
the "broadest possible area 
of inquiry." This would in-
clude securing records of 
a number of congressional 
committees which had in-
vestigated Administration 
controversies or scandals, 
including t h e Watergate, 
House Committee a n d . 
Armed Services, Banking 
and  Currency, Government 
Operations and Ways and 
Means. 

At midweek, Rodino got 
power to issue 	without 
House Judiciary Committee 
approval — subpoenas to ob-
tain witnesses and docu-
ments both for impeachment 
inquiry and the committee's 
consideration of Ford to be 
Vice President. 

But Rodino got the author-
ity only by a committee;vote 
of 21 to 17 with votes falling 
strictly along party lines. 
The Republicans, said Rep-
resentative Thomas Rails-
back (Rep-Ill.), were only 
"trying ... to make clear" 
that the,impeachment inqui-
ry "must be judicious, care-
ful and non-partisan or bi-
partisan." 


