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THE television networks ap-
parently have no desire to make
wat'with the Nixon Administra-
tion; even though high-ranking
effitials of all three regard the
recent attacks on electronic
journalism by the White House
as unfounded and unjust.
_'But-while stating that they
intend to “ride out” the present
crisis.with the President, who
hasfdi_sparaged some television
reportifig as “vicious” and “hys-
terieal,” corporate executives
have indicated that the issue
would-probably be dealt with
in fheir own speeches and in
those by their news executives
and.commentators, :
. “It doesn’t help the country
if We escalate a confrontation

resident Nixon’s Attack|

dent of the National Broadcast-
ing Company, said. “The Presi-}
dent’s charges . are ‘so vague|
that there’s really nothing for|
us to look into. So I think the|
best thing we can do is to do|
what we’ve ‘been doing, which
is the bést professional journal-|
ism.job we can do.” 3

. .Burden of -Coverage

Elton H. Rule, president of
the American Broadcasting
Company, said he did not be-:
lieve his network had treated’
the Presiderit badly and stated
frankly | that, like  President
Nixon and others, AB.C. would
like to put the Watergate hear-
ings -behind it because of the
financial burden the special
coverage imposes on the net
work.

between the President and the

He made it plain- that the
network takes noispecial pleas-
ure in reporting on matters
embarrassing to the White
Housej but as to the President’s
charges that the news has been
distorted, Mr. Rule said, “We
are not going to-try to make
amends “for a complaint we
think is inaccurate.”

Executives of  the Columbia
Broadcasting System also said
they woould not directly chal-
lenge the disparagement by the
President or his speechwriter|
V. Buchanan of television news
reporting. But ‘the network didi
reach MR. Buchanan by phone
after ‘his appearance on the
1“C.B.S. Morning News” ’last

the networks. .
Caliers Favor President

To- the extent that phone
calls and letters to the net-
works represent public opinion,
the response has been strongly
in favor of the President since
the Oct. 26 press conference'’
at which he assailed network’
journalism. But network offi-
cials point out that the re-
sponse has not been subtantial
and is far from a mass dem-|
onstration of indignation ‘and
that when a criticism is made,
callers tend to be those who
agree with it.

N.B.C., has tallied slightly
less than 1,500 mail and phone
responses, approximately: 75

agreement  with
Nixon that the networks were
unfair to him and distorted the
news. -

A geographicl breakdown
seemed to indicate that the
response was © planned cam-
paign, as the mail came from
41 different states.

At A.B.C. there were 224 let-
ters generally sidirig with Presi-!
dent Nixon. or opposing the
cnduct . of the press and
around 50 disagreeing with the
President and supporting the

per cent fof which were in|.
President|’

boradcasters. There were also|
272 phone:calls blaming A.B.C.'
‘commentators  for  biaseg
analyses—a number described
by netowrk experts in audience
reaction as “not extraordinary.

It compares, for xample, with
the 155 calls following the re-
cent appearance of James R.
Hoffa on “The Dick Cavett
|Show” criticizing the network
for giving xposure to an ex-
convigt. - RS R

At C,B.S. the.mail count has
ybeen running: approximately
514 to 1 for the President in his
dispute with the networks, but
the phone cals have in the
majority supported C:B.S.; ac-
cordingtosi@ar<network néws
spokesman.  Exact figures, were
not available, he said but, rela-|
tive to other issues that pro-
voke a ‘public response, the

number . of messages was
modest.. :
Networks Strike Back ‘:

; C.B.S. has already begun toj
strike back, on the speaker’s|
circuit. ¥Yesterday, Bill Leofiard
;senior vice president for public-
(affairs hroadcasters, said in an
iaddress’ to the United Founda-
ition in Detroit: ;

“I suggest to you that it is
‘perfectly clear what  has
-aroused Mr. ixon’s anger, It's
'perfectly simple: We’ve been
ireporting some of the things
ithat have been happening in
this country during the past
year. We didn’t create these|:
things, only reported them. But
they don’t make the Nixon Ad-
ministration look very good,
and for that reason they be-
come ‘outrageous, vicious and|
distorted.” ”

He theén enumerated the
“laundry list,” from the Water-
gate break-in and coversup to
the secret bombing of Cam-
bodia, the expenditures at San
Clemente, Calif., and Key Bis-
cayne; Fla,, the intrigues sur-

rounding the White House
tapes and the indictments of
Presidential aides. He said of
broadcast reporters “If the

- |press, of course, will try to

President doesn’t respect them,
the thoughtful viewer does.”

Still circulating, . meanwhile,
is' the text of an address to
the Radio-Television News Di-
rectors Association in Seattle,
delivered on Oct. 10 by William
J. Smmall, Washington news
director for C.B.S.

Largely, it is @ sample of Mr.
Buchanan’s views on how to
‘use the news media he has
been criticizing, drawn from
34 documents made public
when the President’s speech-
writer and adviser appeared
before the Senate Select Wa-
tergate Committee last month.
Several of the documents sug

be drafted by Mr. Buchanan
or other members of the staff
and designed to appear in news-
papers and magazines as if
they had come from ordinary
citizens. They were to be mes-
sages critical of the press or
of Mr. Nixon’s 1972 opponent,
Senator George McGovern.
Splinter Tactics :

Another advocated support-|

ing a fourth party ticket headed

by Dr. Benjamin Spock on thef

premise that any vote for it
would be one taken away from
1the McGovern-Sargent Shriver
ticket. He wrote that “any
private help we can give that
ticket by ads, public relations
money, publicity, etc., mjght
help.”

From “The Assault Book,”

authors were 'Mr. Buchanan
and- his assistant Ken Khachi-

sentences:

are slobbering all over George.
They may have to be charged
publicly with being pro-M-
Govern to force them to back
off a bit.”

In the same document, with
reference to Sander Vanocur,
who ‘was then a commentator

System, they wroe:

us, and McGovern’s most effec-
tive: campaigner. He may have
to be fired or discredited if
we are <to- get anything ap-
proaching an even shake out
of that left-wing, taxpayer-sub-
sidized network.”

Oct. 28, 1969, it referred to
the probability of John V. Lind-
say winning the New York
mayoralty election that year,
which Mr. Buchanan had ad-
vised was ‘“due to the Procac-
cino collapse.”

The President wrote: “The
interpret this as a referendum
on Vietnam. It is vitally im-
portant that this be nailed prior

be mailed immediately after-

gested letters er telegrams tof

dated June 8, 1972, whose co-|

gian, -Mr. Small quoted these

“Some people of the meédia )

Mr. Small also cited a note
addressed to the White House|-
chief of staff, H. R. Haldeman,|:
from President Nixon, Dated|"

to' the election and, of course,|

wards as strongly as possible.”

for ‘the Public Broadcasting|

“Incidentally, given his per-|:
formance the other night, Vano-| .
cur is a positive disaster for|:



