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earings on
Saxbe May
Be Delayed

Washington

Confirmation hearings
on the attorney general-
designate, Senator Wil-
liam B. Saxbe (Rep-Ohio)
are expected to be delayed
next week while the Sen-
ate Judiciary Committee
hears testimony on bills
to set up an independent
special prosecutor in the
Watergate scandal.

Although Republicans
argued that precedent ealled
for sweeping aside the com-
mittee’s agenda and voting
on a fellow member of the
Senate with no hearings, De-
mocrats who control Con-
gress were in no mood to
take this action.

Saxbe was nominated to

be attorney general by Pres- -

ident Nixon Thursday.

MANSFIELD
The Senate Democratic
leader, Mike Mansfield of
Montana, said that the com-
mittee should not interrupt
its  study of special-
prosecutor bhills that he fa-
vors to hurry along the con-

firmation of Saxbe.

He also said he thought .

hearings should be held.
The major bill, by Demso-

cratic Senators Philip A. .

Hart of Michigan and Birch
Bayh of Indiana, would have
the court appoint the special
prosecutor. There are 55
' ¢o-signers.

The bill was drafted to put
the appointment in the
hands of Chief Judge John J.
Sirica of the U.S. district
court who handled the orig-
ninal Watergate trial and
publicly stated that the full
story ‘had not been presented
to a jury.

Bayh bas said he would
aceept amendments, calling
for an immediate appeal to
the Supreme Court to test its
constitutionality and ealling
for a three-judge panel fo ge-
lect the prosecutor rather
than Sirica alone.

SCoTT

The Republican lYeader
Senator Hugh Secott of Penn-
sylvania, disagreed.

“It’s customary to stop
what you're doing and con-
sider the appointment of &
senator, Normally hearings
are not held,” Scott said.

Senator James 0. East-
land (Dem-Miss.), who is
the committee chairman,

~was in his home state and

not available for comment.
His staff said only that the
hearings on the bills were
scheduled for next week.
JAWORSKI
When Mr. Nixon an-
aounced Saxbe’s nomination

he_also announced that act-

ing Attorney General Robert
H. Bork had appointed a res-
pected Houston lawyer,
Leon Jaworski, to succeed
Archibald Cex, who was dis-
missed by Mr. Nixon Octo-
ber 20 when he pressed hard
to obtain presidential docu-
ments.

Jaworski is expected to be

in Washington Monday af- |

ternoon for his first meeting

with the staf? of 80 thai Cox |

assembled to look into the

Watergate scandal and re- |

lated matters.

Although President Nixon |

had ordered the staff to be
taken into the Justice De-
partment, that move never
amounted {o more than
briefings with top Justice
Department officials.
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