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Secret 'Service Testimony' 

Nixon- HatIA:::. Tapes 
Taken From Sate. 
No Record 

Of What 

Came Back 
Washington 

Secret Service agents 
testified yesterday that 
more than 30 tape record-
ings of presidential con-
versations were removed 
from a safe by White 
House aides at the request 
of President Nixon, but 
that ther return was never 
recorded. 

But J. Fred Buzhardt, spe-
cial counsel to the Presi-
dent, said in U.S. District 
Court that "all the tapes 
made on the White House 
system are still in existence 
in theiientkety," secure in 
a secret room in the Execu-
tive Office Building. 

Judge John J. Sirica, who 
is conducting a fact-finding 
hearina on two recordings 
that the White House report-
ed Wednesday do not exist, 
also heard testimony that 
one tape had been taken 
from the safe at the Presi-
deht's request more than 
three months ago. Nixon 
aides said that it did not 
contain a key Watergate 
conversation at all. 

EXPLANATION 
During the hearing, the 

White House revised its ex-
planation for one missing 
tape. On Wednesday, the 
president's lawyers said a 
recorder had malfunctioned; 
yesterday they insisted that 
a six-hour tape had run out 
before the start of an April 
15 conversation between Mr. 
Nixon and John W. Dean III, 
then his counsel. 

Two White House Secret 
Service agents, Raymond C. 
Zumwaltand James Baker, 
de 'bed the erratic opera- 
tio 	a security system de- 

signed to protect recordings 
of President Nixon's tele-
phone calls and White House 
meetings as a historic rec-
cord. 

Zumwalt said his records 
showed that Stephen V. Bull, 
a special assistant to the 
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President, 401 a d taken 26 
tapes out of the Executive 
Office building safe June 4 
but that they were never 
logged back in. Questioned 
by attorneys for 'the special 
Waterigate prosectuion 
force, he replied: "This was 
normal." 

PRESSING 
Pressing the witness on 

whaV,seemed a. breach a se-
curity, Richard Benveniste, 
assistant special prosecutor 
asked,: ' "You mean there 
waslo record of what tapes 
came back?" 

"That's possible," Ziim-
wait' replied. 

He reported that his supe-
riors had checked on Bull 
whet . he first began claim-
ing access to the recordings 
and that he was told that 
whenever the Nixon aide ob-
tained them, "it was for the 
President." 

CONVERSATIONS 4! 
The two. conversations the 

W h t e House reported 
Wednesday as unrecorded 
involved t h e President's 
April 15 meeting with Dean, 
at which clemency for the 
Watergate burglars report-
edly came up, and Mr. Nix-
on's telephone talk on June 
20, 1972, with his campaign I 
manager, John N. Mitchell, 
three days after the Water-
ga teThreak-in. 

They a r e among nine 
tapes that the federal courts 
have ordered the President 
to s 'ender. to Sirica, who 

en out privileged 
'ma 	1 and submit to the 
Watergate grand jury any 

, relevant t o its 
crirrt al rinvestigation. 

AcCording t o Zumwalt, 

Bull look out on Slify 11 a 
tape that purported to cover 

3  all ConVersations haldfin the 
President's hideawar4in the 
Executive Office Building 
from April 11 throughApril 
16. It was 'on April 15 a Sun-
d a y,  that the President  
talked with Dean for an 
hour, after 9 p.m. 

DISCOVER 
But it was not until Octo-

ber 27 or 28, the White 
House now insists, that Buz-
hardt or anyone else discov-
ered that the tape Bull had 
withdrawn from security on 
July 12 did not contain the 
Nixon-Dean conversation at 
all. 	- 

Buzhardt told the court 
yesterday that one six-hour 
tape had been available in 
the Executive Office Build-
ing office to record the April 
14-15 weekend and that it 
had been exhausted during a 
busy weekend of talk before 
the Dean conversation be-
gan Sunday night. 

The box containing the 
April 15 reel was marked. 
"full-remove," a notation 
that Baker said indicated 
the tape was wound-  com-
pletely. Baker eid he some-
times marked such boxes 
"tape ran out." 

Q. Is there any reason 
Why "tape ran out" does not 
appear on the box. 

A. It's just a choice of - 
words. 

There was no explanation 
for a Roman numeral one 
that appeared on the'box -
a notation that Zumwalt said 
sometimes indicated t h e 
first of two reels. 

KLEINDIENST 
Interviewed after yester-

day's hearing, Buzhardt said 
the last conversation ap-
pearing on the April 15 tape 
was between Mr. Nixon and 
Richard G. Kleindienst, then 
attorney general, after, lunch 
On Sunday. 

The White House counsel 
insisted that no attempt to 
audit the April 15 tape for  

the Dean conversation had 
been made until`last week-
end because "We thought we 

were.going to win the suit" 
brought by Archibald Cox, 
tip the special Watergate 

cutor, to obtain) the 
tapes for the grand jury. 

Dean testified before the 
Senate Watergate commit-
tee earlier this year that the 
President had told him on.  
April 15 that he (Nixon) had 
been "foolish" to discuss 
clemency for E. Howard 
Hunt, one of the convicted 
Watergate burglars, wit  
Charles W. Colson, then spe-
cial <counsel to the Presi-
dent. 

Buzhardt said Wednesday 
'that t h e second missing 
tape, involving the telephone 
conversation with Mitchell, 
was never recorded because 
the President made the call 
from a hall telephone in the 
White House that was not at-
tached to the recording sys-
tem. 

RECESS 
Judge Sirica recessed the 

hearing until today, but if 
appeared likely to continue 
into next week. The judge 
proposed yesterday that the 
White House and the Water-
gate prosecutors produce 
electronics experts to testify 
on tape recording. 

There was still no indica-
tion of what Judge Silica 
would do after the hearings 
had been completed. White 
House attorneys were hope-
ful he would rule that the 
pending court orders now 
cover seven instead of the 
original nine tapes, thus ac-
knowledging the legitimacy 
of their-presentation. 

If the judge determines, 
however; that some irregu-
larity has prevented the sub-
mission of the two taoes to 
him, he could entertain a 
move for a contempt cita-
tion against the President by 
the Watergate prosecutors 
or forward the trnascript of 
the hearing to the grand 
jury as the basis for possible 

ents for obstruction 
ce. 
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A court clerk held the official records of White House tapes checks 
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