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G
row

ing Soviet O
pposition to 1/  etente 

M
O

S
C

O
W

—
T

he fact that M
oscow

 
m

ade no change in• the flow
 of Jew

ish 
em

igrants to Israel during or since the 
w

ar of Y
om

 K
ippur show

s how
 vital to 

th
e p

resen
t K

rem
lin

 lead
ersh

ip
 th

e 
policy of detente w

ith the U
.S

. has be-
com

e. 
S

aid one S
oviet official: "T

he A
rabs 

b
itterly

 co
m

p
lain

ed
 th

at w
h
ile A

m
er-

ica w
as sen

d
in

g
 arm

s to
 Israel, w

e 
w

ere sending m
en to Israel." goviet of-

ficials claim
 to the A

rabs that the em
i-

g
ratio

n
 can

n
o
t b

e leg
ally

 sto
p
p
ed

, 
w

hich is ridiculous. T
he real reason it 

co
n
tin

u
es is to

 av
o
id

 a p
u
b
lic ex

p
lo

-
sion in the U

.S
. 

L
ikew

ise, an extraordinary effort is 
being m

ade to pretend that the refusal 
of the U

.S
. C

ongress to extend trading 
equality to the S

oviet U
nion is really a 

m
inor m

atter. T
hat m

ay be true from
 a 

strictly
 eco

n
o

m
ic stan

d
p

o
in

t, b
u

t p
ri-

vately S
oviet officials adm

it that from
 

a p
o
litical an

d
 p

sy
ch

o
lo

g
ical stan

d
-

point it has been a m
ajor S

etback. 
T

he stage is now
 being carefully set 

to w
ithstand a probable second m

ajor 
blow

 from
 C

ongress: legislation deny-
in

g
 U

.S
. cred

its to
 h

elp
 fin

an
ce th

e 
eco

n
o

m
ic d

eals M
o

sco
w

 is try
in

g
 to

  

w
ork out—

w
ith no conspicuous success 

despite the headlines—
w

ith A
m

erican 
business. S

how
ing a stiff upper lip, S

o 
v
iet lead

ers say
 th

e U
.S

. .m
ay

 b
lo

ck
 

credits for now
 but sooner or later w

ill 
end such discrim

ination. 
In fact, how

ever, denial of U
.S

. cred-
its w

ould force-feed party leader L
eo-

n
id

 B
rezh

n
ev

 a v
ery

 b
itter p

ill. A
l-

though B
rezhnev carefully extracted a 

blank check for detente from
 the polit-

b
u

ro
 last A

p
ril (in

clu
d

in
g

 th
e secret 

police and the m
ilitary, each of w

hom
 

p
o
w

 h
av

e a seat o
n
 th

e 1
7
-m

em
b
er 

P
olitburo), he cannot go on forever get-

ting slapped dow
n by the U

.S
. w

ithout 
serious dam

age to his pow
er and pres-

tige. 
A

s of today, there is literally no pub-
lic dissent to B

rezhnev's policy of de-
ten

te. M
o

sco
w

 h
as p

aid
 W

ash
in

g
to

n
 

$28 m
illion as the first installm

ent on 
the $7 billion lend-lease debt. T

hat w
as 

th
e S

o
v
iet sid

e o
f th

e b
arg

ain
 u

n
d
er 

w
hich P

resident N
ixon prom

ised m
ost-

favored-nation trade equality and long-
range credits. T

here w
ill be no further 

lend-lease paym
ents until the U

.S
. de-

liv
ers—

b
u
t n

o
 w

o
rd

 o
f im

p
lied

 criti-
cism

 of B
rezhnev has been allow

ed. 

H
ow

ever, thoughtful S
oviet propo-

,n
en

ts o
f d

eten
te are g

ettin
g

 w
o

rried
. 

T
hey claim

 that "everyone" is for de-
ten

te, b
u

t th
en

 ad
d

 ellip
tically

 th
at 

there are m
any skeptics not yet satis-

fied detente is "possible " 
T

ranslated, that m
eans detente faces 

grow
ing and im

portant opposition in-
sid

e th
e p

arty
 o

r th
e arm

y
 o

r b
o

th
. 

A
nd that in turn m

eans B
rezhnev m

ay 
so

o
n

 face in
tern

al p
o

litical th
reats 

w
hich w

ould com
pel him

 to veer aw
ay 

from
 detente. 

T
h

u
s, w

h
ile co

n
g

ressio
n

al actio
n

s 
m

ay have only sm
all econom

ic effects, 
they could have decisive and explosive 
p
o
litical effects h

ere. T
h
at ex

p
lain

s 
M

o
sco

w
's u

n
p
reced

en
ted

 w
o
o
in

g
 o

f 
A

m
erican

 p
u

b
lic an

d
 g

o
v

ern
m

en
tal 

opinion. 
B

u
t th

is co
u

rtsh
ip

, at a tim
e w

h
en

 
K

h
ru

sh
ch

ev
ian

 p
o

litical refo
rm

s are 
being turned off, does not com

e close 
to m

eeting A
m

erican dem
ands for an 

open society agreeable to political dis-
sent. T

o the contrary, the courageous 
civil libertarian and nuclear physicist, 
A

ndhei S
akharov, is now

 being casti-
gated in high party levels as m

entally  

unbalanced. A
lexander S

olzhenitsyn, 
one of the w

orld's truly great authors,- 
is ridiculed by these sam

e officials as 
"not a real w

riter." 
N

or has the slightest sign been seen 
here of serious reduction in the alarm

-
ing grow

th of strategic nuclear w
eap-

ons or of relaxation of the rigorous S
o-

v
iet co

n
tro

l o
f th

e E
astern

 E
u
ro

p
ean

 
bloc. 

T
o the contrary, the S

oviet arm
y is 

w
id

ely
 b

eliev
ed

 to
 b

e sen
d
in

g
 h

u
n
-

dreds of the new
 T

-62 tanks to E
astern 

E
urope. T

hat m
ay be part of the num

-
bers gam

e in preparation for a U
.S

.-S
o-

viet agreem
ent-on m

utual reduction of 
arm

s in C
entral E

urope, or it m
ay not. 

T
h

u
s, w

h
ile B

rezh
n

ev
 is p

u
sh

in
g

 
ahead hard w

ith m
any sm

all "detente-
ism

s," such as unjam
m

ing the V
oice of 

A
m

erica and keeping the em
igration 

pipeline going, he is not beginning to 
approach the harder issues that m

atter 
so m

uch to the U
.S

, C
ongress. U

nless 
he does, detente m

ay lose its glow
 here 

as B
rezhnev fails to obtain the prom

-
ised

 b
en

efits. If so
, B

rezh
n

ev
's o

w
n

 
glow

 w
ill also start to dim

. 
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