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Attorneys for former White

. FHouse assistant Egil (Bud)

Krogh Jr. said yesterdayv
that he falsely answered
questions from prosecutors
during the Watergate inves-
tigation last fall because
the proper answers would
have disclosed information

. “that had been officially

classified by the highest
security office in the govern-
ment of the United States,
the President himself.”

The statement came in
one of four motions filed in
U.S. District Court here.
Attorneys asked in those
four motions:

® That theindietment
against Krogh be dismissed.

® That, if the first motion
is denied, his trial be shifted
to Peoria, Ill., where his in-
dictment has not been
widely publicized. /

® That he be given access
to presidential tapes and
files concérning the White
House plumbers unit he
headéd. ‘

© That the two separate
charges against him be con-
solidated.

Krogh is indiceted on
charges of making false
declarations before a grand
jury as a result of telling
prosecutors last fall that he
was not aware of any travel
by convicted Watergate con-
spirators E. Howard Hunt
and G. Gordon Liddy.

He later admitted that he
knew at the time the two men
had traveled to Los Angeles,
where they participated in a
break-in at the office of the
psychiatrist of Pentagon

papers defendant Danrielv

Ellsberg.

The false statements came
in a deposition taken by
Assistant U.S. Attorne vy
Donald Campbell at the Jus-
tice Department under an
arrangement reached be-
tween prosecutors and
White House lawyers.

In support of his motion
to dismiss charges against '

him; Krogh said that deposi-
tion was not a “proceeding
before or ancillary to” a

~grand jury, as the indict

ment charges.
Krogh’s attorneys, led by,
Stephen N. Shulman, labeled

that arrangement “an inven.’

tion of the moment . . . a
novel invention! without any
statutory basis.” ’

As a second reason for dis-
missing the indictme n't,
Krogh’s attorneys said that
be is immune from prosecu-
tion because he was acting
in his capacity as a member

of the White House staff

when he answered: the ques-
tions. !

"“(Krogh) was called upon
to. exercise the broadeast
range of discretion in his
overall duties as a member

of the White House staff,”

the attorneys said. “The pro-
tection of classified informa-
tion from unauthorized dis-
closure is among the highest
duties of a federal officer,”
they added in saying why he
lied concerning the activi-
ties of the plumbers,

Attorney Shulman related -

telephone conversations he
had with editor Charles
Dancey of The Peoria Jour-
nal-Star as his reason for
suggesting the trial be

; moved to Peoria.

“Mr. Dancey informed
me that The Peoria Jour-
nal-Star . . . has not pub-
lished any mention what-
ever of the indictment pend-
ing before this court,” Shul-
man said in an affidavit.

The presidential tapes re- |

quested by Krogh in his de-
fense are of .the following
‘meetings:

® A July 24, 1971, meet-
ing Dbetween Mr. Nixon,
Krough and Erlichman con-
cerning the work of the
plumbers unit.

® Meetings between Mr.
Nixon, Erlichman and White
House aide David Young in
December, 1971,
February, 1972, in which
the secrecy of the unit was
discussed.

® Meetings

Nixon. and Erlichman in

March through May, 1973,

concerning secrecy of the
plumbers unit.

®.A ‘meeting with Mr. [

Nixon and Erlichman on
May 1 or May 2, 1973, re-
garding the release of
Krogh from the obligation
of secrecy about the plumb-
ers unit.

The tapes and other re-

"quested files on the plum-

bers would show “why the
orders of absolute secrecy
were reasonable under the
circumstances and why de-
fendant understandably felt
obliged to obey them rather
than risk disclosure of na-
tional security material,”
the attorneys said.
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